Acts 15:32



 is the connective use of the two conjunctions TE and KAI, used together to connect two things that are of the same kind or opposites.  Here the two conjunctions connect two people of the same kind (two believers with the spiritual gift of prophecy from the Jerusalem church).  The conjunctions together mean “and.”  With this we have the nominative subject from two masculine singular proper nouns IOUDAS, meaning “Judas” and SILAS, transliterated as “Silas.”  Then we have the adverbial (adjunctive) use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the appositional nominative subject from the third person masculine plural reflexive use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “themselves.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun PROPHĒTĒS, which means “prophets,” that is, believers with the pre-canon, Church Age, spiritual gift of prophecy.  This is followed by the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: being.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the present state of being as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Judas and Silas produced the state of being what they are.


The participle is circumstantial or causal, the idea being “Judas and Silas, since they themselves are also prophets, through a long message encouraged and strengthened the brethren.”

“Judas and Silas, themselves also being prophets,”
 is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the masculine singular noun LOGOS and the adjective POLUS, meaning “by a long speech [message is a better translation here] Acts 15:32; 20:2.”
  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from two verbs connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and”: (1) PARAKALEW, which means “to encourage” and (2) EPISTERIZW, which means “to strengthen” (BDAG, p. 381).  The morphology of both verbs is the same.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Judas and Silas produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun ADELPHOS, which means “the brethren” and refers to the believers in the church of Antioch.
“encouraged and strengthened the brethren by a long message.”

Acts 15:32 corrected translation
“Judas and Silas, themselves also being prophets, encouraged and strengthened the brethren by a long message.”
Explanation:
1.  “Judas and Silas, themselves also being prophets,”

a.  Luke continues by telling us that Judas and Silas from the Jerusalem church both had the spiritual gift of prophecy.  He makes this statement before he tells us that they used that spiritual gift to encourage and strengthen the believers of the church of Antioch with a message.  The implication here is that someone from the church read the letter to the congregation, then Paul and/or Barnabas introduced their guests (Judas and Silas), who were then asked to address the congregation.  Each took turns speaking to the congregation about the Jerusalem conference, the meaning of the contents of the letter, and the practical application of its contents.  This was not the first time prophets had come from the church of Jerusalem to Antioch, Acts 11:27-28, “Now during these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.  And after one of them named Agabus stood up, he began to indicate by the Spirit that there is about to be a great famine over the whole world, which took place in the reign of Claudius.”


b.  The fact that there were Church Age believers with the spiritual gift of prophecy is also mentioned in:



(1)  1 Cor 12:7-11, “But the manifestation of the Spirit is being given to each person for His advantage.  For the ability to proclaim and teach the message of wisdom is being given by the Spirit to one person, but the ability to proclaim and teach the message of knowledge [is being given] to the other person on the basis of the same Spirit, faith [is being given] by the same Spirit to some, but the spiritual gift of healing [is being given] by the one Spirit to another, but to another the activity of miracles [is being given], to another the gift of prophesy, to another the differentiation between spirits, to another kinds of languages, but to another the translation of languages.  Now one and the same Spirit produces all these things, distributing to each one privately as He desires.”



(2)  1 Cor 12:28, “And so God has indeed appointed in the Church first commanders, second prophets, third teachers, then the power to perform miracle, then the gifts of healings, helps, administration, kinds of languages.”



(3)  1 Cor 14:1, “Keep on pursuing unconditional love.  Indeed exert yourselves earnestly with reference to the spiritual gifts, but rather in order that you might (prophesy) speak under the influence of divine inspiration.”



(4)  1 Thes 5:20-21, “Do not reject with contempt the teaching of prophecy, but examine all things, keep in your memory what is good.”



(5)  Rom 12:6, “And since we have different gifts according to the grace given to us, if the spiritual gift of prophecy, [then prophecy] in agreement with the doctrine,”



(6)  Eph 2:19-20, “As a result, therefore, you [Gentiles] are no longer foreigners and aliens, but you are fellow-citizens with the saints and members of God’s household [royal family], having been built upon the foundation consisting of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone.”



(7)  Eph 3:5, “which [mystery doctrine] in other generations was not made known to the sons of mankind, with the result that it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the agency of the Spirit.”



(8)  Eph 4:11-12, “And He gave some apostles, others prophets, others evangelists, others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints for productive service for the purpose and result of the edification of the body of Christ.”


c.  “The exact function of the prophet is hard to determine.  It can include foretelling, but is probably a more general ministry of exhortation and instruction.”
  The function of the Christian prophet was to accurately teach the message of the New Testament Scriptures before those Scriptures existed.  The function of the pastor-teacher/elder/bishop was to accurately teach the message of the New Testament Scriptures after those Scriptures were written.  The function of the spiritual gift of apostleship was to teach and produce the New Testament Scriptures.


d.  “In the New Testament prophecy is primarily the gift of inspiration whereby one delivers a word from God that addresses the present needs in the life of the church.”

2.  “encouraged and strengthened the brethren by a long message.”

a.  Luke continues by telling us what Judas and Silas did at the congregational meeting.  They used their spiritual gift to do what was edifying to the rest of the body of believers—they taught the word of God.


b.  First, they encouraged the Gentile believers to continue in the faith, which means to continue in the spiritual life they were living.  They encouraged them to keep on rejecting paganism and idolatry as they had been doing.  They encouraged them to not become circumcised (and a cheer went up from the crowd).  They encouraged them to continue in the love of the brethren.  They encouraged them to keep on growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.


c.  Second, they strengthened the brethren.  How they did so is most enlightening.



(1)  They did not strengthen the brethren by a group prayer.



(2)  They didn’t strengthen the brethren by healing any one.



(3)  They didn’t strengthen the brethren by speaking in tongues.



(4)  They didn’t strengthen the brethren by having a song service.



(5)  They didn’t strengthen the brethren by engaging in ‘Christian fellowship’ (however you wish to define that is up to you).


d.  They strengthened the brethren by the only thing that strengthens believers—the teaching of the word of God.  And it wasn’t a sermonette for Christianettes.  It was a long message.  Christians today think that anything over 20-30 minutes is a long message.  This message probably took hours.  Believers are not strengthened by short little sermons made of tofu.  They are strengthened by great big fat steaks with the blood drained out (yes, you should laugh if you get the joke).


e.  What does the Scripture say about Christians being strengthened?



(1)  Rom 1:11-12, “Because I desire to see you, in order that I might share with you a considerable spiritual gift with the result that you might be strengthened.  But that means to receive encouragement together with you through the doctrine in each other, both yours and mine.”



(2)  Col 1:23, “Inasmuch as you persist in the sphere of doctrine, having been established [strengthened] not only firm ones but also unshifting ones from the confidence in the gospel which you have heard and which was proclaimed in all creation which is under heaven, concerning which gospel, I, Paul, myself have become a servant.”



(3)  2 Tim 4:17, “But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, in order that through me the public proclamation [of the gospel] might be fully accomplished and that all the Gentiles [leaders of the Roman Empire] might hear; in fact, I was delivered from the mouth of the lion.”



(4)  Heb 13:9, “Do not permit yourselves to be misled by various and strange teachings; for [it is] good that the heart be regularly strengthened by means of grace, not by means of foods, in the sphere of which [foods] those who walked were not benefited.”  Grace here is the spiritual food that comes from doctrinal teachings that are not strange.



(5)  1 Cor 14:3, “But the one who communicates divine revelation (uses the spiritual gift of prophecy to teach others) speaks edification and encouragement and comfort for the benefit of men.”


f.  People often ask themselves how can I become strongly spiritually.  The answer is clearly given in this passage—we need to listen to the teaching of the word of God, and it doesn’t happen in short little sermons.  Someone needs to feed you until you are stuffed every day.
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