Acts 15:18



 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective GNWSTOS, which means “known.”  Then we have the preposition APO plus the adverbial genitive of measure of extent of time from the masculine singular noun AIWN, meaning “from the ages; the past; the earliest times” (BDAG, p. 32).

“known from the earliest times.”

Acts 15:18 corrected translation
“known from the earliest times.”
Explanation:
1.  “known from the earliest times.”

a.  This statement is not taken from the Hebrew or from the Septuagint translation of the Hebrew, but is added by James, perhaps because he was thinking of Isa 45:21b, “Who has announced this from of old?  Who has long since declared it?  Is it not I, the Lord?”

b.  The point is that God knew in eternity past as a part of His divine decree that He would include the Gentiles in the royal family of God during the Church Age.  There has never been a time when He has not known this and He has made it known from the earliest periods of human history that He wanted the Gentiles to believe in Christ.  Was not Abraham a Gentile before he became the first Jew, and was he not a believer when he left Ur of the Chaldees, long before he was circumcised in Canaan?


c.  God has known since before human history began and declared from the earliest times in human history that He wanted everyone to believe in Christ.  He is not willing that any should perish.

2.  Here are the thoughts of a few commentators.


a.  “God is now doing a work which he ages ago knew he would do.  If it seems strange to some when they now see him doing this work, as he undoubtedly is doing it, let these persons know that God had it in contemplation all along and said so through the statements of his prophets, Amos being among them.”


b.  “The promised extension of the sovereignty of the house of David over the Gentiles is taking place here and now, says James, through the Gentile mission: over a far wider area than David ever ruled, men and women of Gentile stock are making haste to yield willing and glad allegiance to David’s greater Son.  ‘The remainder of humanity’ comprises the Gentiles—‘all the Gentiles over whom my name has been invoked’.  Similar phraseology appears in Jam 2:7, where readers are reminded of ‘that honorable name by which you are called’.  The Gentile mission, then, is the work of God: he has made it known in advance ‘from of old’ and now he has brought it to pass.”


c.  “From the beginning the Jewish Christians had realized that the promises to David were fulfilled in Christ.  What they were now beginning to see, and what James saw foretold in Amos, was that these promises included the Gentiles.”


d.  “The eschatological restoration of God’s people was always intended to attract Gentiles to seek God.  …it is part of Luke’s main argument that there is one savior for all of humanity, and that it is God’s intent to make out of the many diverse ethnic groups one people by means of the spreading of the word throughout the Roman Empire, indeed ‘unto the ends of the earth’.  In other words, there is a considerable social program implied in this gospel, a program not dissimilar to Alexander’s Hellenizing agenda, or the emperor’s Romanizing one (through setting up colonies and the emperor cult in many places).  The difference comes in the signs and wonders and religious conversions, not through armies marching throughout the earth.  Nevertheless, this social program is rightly seen as an attempt to turn the world upside down (Acts 17:6), and in this text the Pharisaic Jewish Christians are the ones who feel threatened.  If Gentiles are acceptable to God by grace through faith without circumcision or keeping of the Mosaic Law, if they are becoming part of the people of God without such things, then where does that leave the ethnic exclusiveness of various aspects of Judaism?  Verse 18 makes evident that no one should be surprised that these things are happening, namely, that the Gentiles are joining God’s people in numbers, because God had made it clear long ago that this would happen.”
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