Acts 14:4



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb SCHIZW, which means “to become divided/disunited Acts 14:4; 23:7.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the subject (the people of the city) received the action of becoming divided.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PLĒTHOS, meaning “people, populace, population.”
  With this we have the genitive of identity from the feminine singular article and noun POLIS, meaning “of the city.”
“Now the people of the city became divided;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article HO with the coordinating conjunction MEN, meaning “some.”  Then we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be; they kept on being; they were.”  Here it is used idiomatically, meaning “to take sides with someone Acts 14:4.”
 


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect of a continuing past action without reference to its end.


The active voice indicates that the subject—some of the people of the city—produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the masculine plural article and adjective IOUDAIOS, meaning “with the Judeans.”
“and some took sides with the Judeans,”

 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural article HO with the coordinating use of the conjunction DE (used in coordination with the previous HO MEN = HO MEN…HO DE), meaning “others.”
  This is followed by the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the masculine plural article and noun APOSTOLOS, meaning “with the apostles.”

“but others with the apostles.”

Acts 14:4 corrected translation
“Now the people of the city became divided; and some took sides with the Judeans, but others with the apostles.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the people of the city became divided;”

a.  Luke continues his narrative by highlighting the controversy that Christianity began to create in the cities of the Roman Empire.  The controversy is the controversy of the angelic conflict extended into human history.


b.  The people of the city were the Jews and Gentiles, Romans and Greeks, men and women, slave and free.  Christianity divides people: families, friends, loved ones, cities, and nations.


c.  Our Lord mentioned this during His first advent, Lk 12:51-53, “Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth? I tell you, no, but rather division; for from now on five members in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three.  They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”


d.  Christianity divides people between those who believe in Christ and those who do not.  This will be the great division of people at the Last Judgment of God.


e.  The division that exists in human history is the same division that existed amongst the angels after the fall of Satan.  Human history is a picture of and a parallel of this same division.


f.  God expects there to be division for and against the Lord Jesus Christ as a necessary evil to resolve the angelic conflict, but does not expect division among members of the royal family of God.


g.  What divided the people was God’s truth.  The word of God has always divided people between those who believe God and those who do not.


h.  There will always be those who reject the truthfulness of Jesus Christ, even during His millennial reign, when He is personally present and providing magnificently for them.  There will still be division on the earth.

2.  “and some took sides with the Judeans, but others with the apostles.”

a.  Luke now describes the two sides of the conflict.  Some people in the city sided with the Jews, but the other people took sides with the apostles.


b.  This is the obvious dichotomy between believers and unbelievers.


c.  Notice the miracles and wonders have absolutely no influence on unbelievers.  They don’t believe no matter how much you prove your point.  Nothing can or will make them believe in Christ.  They are unbelievers because they want to be unbelievers.


d.  There are those who believe in Christ and always will believe in Christ, whether they have miracles and wonders or not.


e.  Those who took sides with the Judeans or Jews were those representing and testifying for Satan and the fallen angels in Satan’s appeal trial of human history.


f.  Those who took sides with the apostles are testifying for God against Satan and the fallen angels.


g.  As believers God is always on our side, but we must sure we are always on His side as well.


h.  We remain on God’s side by obedience to His will, by grace orientation, and positive volition to learning and applying His word.


i.  Taking sides with Satan requires nothing more than rejecting the love of God and doing what you want in life.


j.  Taking sides with God requires nothing more than faith in Christ and doing what God wants in life.


k.  Every time we decide to do what we want and disobey God, we take sides with Satan.  The result is our own self-induced misery and discipline.


l.  Every time we decide to do what God wants and obey God, we share the happiness of God and receive blessings from God.


m.  If ever there was a verse in the Bible that clearly pointed to a totally free will in man, this verse is it.  We decide who we take sides with.  God never forces, coerces, or influences anyone to take sides with those who do not believe in Him, that is, with Satan and the fallen angels.  That would make God the author of evil; for taking sides against God is evil.  And God is not the author of His own self-destruction by taking sides against Himself.


n.  Division exists within the Church because some believers believe what the word of God says and others do not.  Either the Bible is God’s word or it is not.  We are forced to make a choice.  And we cannot accept the parts we want to accept and reject the rest.  So there will always be those believers who take sides with false teachers and those who take sides with those who teach the word of God honorably.


o.  There are two great choices we make in life:



(1)  To believe in Christ or not, and



(2)  To believe the word of God or not.


p.  The Living and Written Word of God has always been and will always be the issue in life.  Whose side are you on really?


q.  Was Barnabas really an apostle like Paul as this passage suggests?  No.  There were two kinds of “apostles.”



(1)  Those with the actual spiritual gift of apostleship, like the eleven disciples of our Lord, Paul, and perhaps also James, the Lord’s half-brother because of Paul’s statement in 1 Cor 15:7.



(2)  Those with the office of apostle.




(a)  These men are called apostles in the sense of being “super-missionaries;” for example: the word ‘apostle’ is “applied in a less restricted sense to Barnabas (Acts 14:4, 14), Andronicus and Junias (or Junia) (Rom 16:7), and possibly to Apollos (1 Cor 4:6, 9), Silvanus and Timothy (1 Thes 1:1; 2:6), and James the Lord’s brother (1 Cor 15:7; Gal 1:19).”




(b)  Someone with the office of apostleship was in charge of pioneer missions.  The pioneer missionaries could be classified as colonial or delegated apostles, or missionary/ruler types in the early church.  They had tremendous powers, but they were delegated powers.  In effect, they were colonial missionaries.  They were called apostles, because APOSTOLOS is also used for a Greek who founded and governed a colony.  




(c)  Colonial apostles had lesser spiritual gifts:  pastor‑teacher, prophecy, evangelism, and they had the authority to establish churches.  They were, in effect, pioneer missionaries sent out under the authority of the spiritual gift of apostleship.




(d)  Colonial apostles included men like Barnabas, James the Lord's half brother, Apollos, Silas (Silvanus), Timothy, Titus, Epaphroditus, Andronicus and Junia.  They are called apostles in the sense of being pioneer missionaries, but not in the sense of having the spiritual gift of apostleship.  They had the delegated authority to establish churches, analogous to colonies which were founded in different parts of the Roman world, some as far as India and China.  Barnabas was an apostle in this sense, as documented in Acts 14:14 and Gal 2:9.  He had the authority to go out and form churches, recognize those men with the spiritual gift of pastor‑teacher, train them, appoint them to certain churches, and then leave and do the same thing again in another city.
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