Acts 14:28



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” with the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb DIATRIBW, which means “to remain or stay in a place, spend time, usually rendered stay in sense of duration, especially when associated with place or persons Acts 14:3, 28; 16:12; 20:6; 25:6, 14.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that missionaries produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine singular noun CHRONOS, which means “time” plus the negative OUK, meaning “not” and the accusative masculine singular adjective OLIGOS, meaning “a few, a little, a short (time).”  Literally, this is saying “they spent not a little time,” which is the same as saying “they spent a long time.”

“Then they spent a long time”
 is the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS, which means “with the disciples.”
“with the disciples.”

Acts 14:28 corrected translation
“Then they spent a long time with the disciples.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then they spent a long time”

a.  The subject ‘they’ refers to Paul and Barnabas.  They spent a long time (exactly how long cannot possibly be known—it was at least months, but probably not more than a year before the events of the next chapter) in Antioch.


b.  The missionaries did not immediately return to the mission field.



(1)  Time was needed to continue teaching the disciples in Antioch.



(2)  Time was needed for the church in Antioch to gather together additional financial support for the next missionary journey.



(3)  Time was needed for word of the success of this mission to reach the Jerusalem church.



(4)  Time was needed for others to be prepared to go on the next missionary journey and assist Paul and Barnabas.


c.  “Toward the end of this period, perhaps in A.D. 49, Paul probably wrote Galatians from Antioch, shortly before going up to Jerusalem for the council on the Gentiles.”

2.  “with the disciples.”

a.  This phrase refers to the members of the church of Antioch.


b.  The purpose for this extended period of time with them is to teach them the implications of all that happened on the first missionary journey.  There were many great lessons that came out of that experience, and these lessons needed to be taught and engrained in others.


c.  Certainly, Paul and Barnabas would also train other young men in preparation for accompanying them on their next missionary journey back to the regions of Cyprus, Pamphylia, Pisidia, Galatia, and Lycaonia.  Silas would be one such person (Acts 15:40).


d.  During this long stay with the disciples in Antioch, the most important doctrine that was solidified in the mind of Paul and the Antioch church was the salvation of the pagan Gentiles by faith alone in Christ alone without any of the ritual issues of Judaism, such as circumcision.  This issue now becomes the first major doctrinal crisis of the Church.
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