Acts 14:25



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb LALEW, which mean “to speak.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that missionaries produced the action.


The participle is temporal and precedes the action of the main verb.  It is translated “after speaking.”

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun PERGĒ, meaning “in Perga.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, which means “the word, message, teaching, etc.”

“And after speaking the message in Perga,”
 is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb KATABAINW, which means “to go down; descend: they went down.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that missionaries produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular proper noun ATTALIA, meaning “to Attalia.”
“they went down to Attalia.”

Acts 14:25 corrected translation
“And after speaking the message in Perga, they went down to Attalia.”
Explanation:
1.  “And after speaking the message in Perga,”

a.  After the five-day, one-hundred-mile walk from Pisidian Antioch, the missionaries pause in the city of Perga to present the gospel to these people.


b.  As with Derbe, Luke gives us no indication of the extent of the missionaries’ stay in Perga or their success there.


c.  The message spoken in Perga was the same message spoken everywhere by Paul and Barnabas.  It was the message of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, who bore the sins of the world and was judged in our place, died, was buried, rose from the dead, and ascended into heaven, and that anyone who believes that this is true may have eternal life as a free gift from God.


d.  If a church was founded in Perga (and it was—see below), the missionaries would have spent enough time in the city as they did in Derbe to establish the church, appoint leaders, and strengthen these new believers before entrusting them to the safekeeping of the Lord and continuing on their journey.


e.  “The city itself was, however, both long established and prosperous.  The substantial ruins justify its reputation for splendor.  At least three aqueducts served the city, and its theater, seating at least twelve thousand people, was one of the largest known from the ancient world.  Perga presumably had a synagogue (Pamphylia was a well-attested home of Jews), which initially would have attracted the apostles to Perga and in which they would have preached on their second visit (Acts 14:25).  The silence of Acts and later tradition imply, however, that no church was formed.”
  Compare this statement with the statement in the New Bible Dictionary, “The church founded at Perga is the only one mentioned in the 1st century, but there were at least twelve foundations [the foundations of twelve churches] at the time of Diocletian’s persecution in A.D. 304.”
  Obviously the statement in ISBE that “no church was formed” is incorrect.

2.  “they went down to Attalia.”

a.  After doing all they could to get the church in Perga started, Paul and Barnabas departed Perga and made the eight-mile trip down the river to the coast city of Attalia.


b.  Luke makes no mention of any evangelistic activity in this city, but that does not mean that the missionaries did not try.


c.  The silence of Luke with regard to any success here or in Perga probably indicates that there was little interest in the gospel in Attalia as compared to the cities of Galatia.
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