Acts 14:20



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the genitive masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb KUKLOW, which means “to surround, encircle.”
  This genitive is part of a genitive absolute construction, in which the participle in the genitive case functions as a finite verb in relation to the ‘subject’, which is a noun in the genitive case.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the subject (the believers) produced the action.


The participle is temporal and coterminous or simultaneous with the action of the main verb.  It is translated by the word “while surrounding/encircling.”

Then we have the genitive ‘subject’ of the participle in the genitive absolute construction from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “the disciples” and referring to the new converts in the city of Lystra.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to Paul.

“But while the disciples surrounded him,”
 is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb ANISTĒMI, which means “to stand up; to arise; rise up; get up.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb.  It is translated “after getting up.”

Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to enter; come or go.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun POLIS, meaning “into the city.”
“after getting up, he entered into the city.”

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the locative of time from the feminine singular article and adverb EPAURION, which means “tomorrow,” but this is an idiom, which is used seventeen times in the NT, meaning “on the next day.”
  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go out/away; leave; come or go away.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the masculine plural article and proper noun BARNABAS, meaning “with Barnabas.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular proper noun DERBĒ, meaning “to Derbe.”

“And then on the next day he went away with Barnabas to Derbe.”

Acts 14:20 corrected translation
“But while the disciples surrounded him, after getting up, he entered into the city.  And then on the next day he went away with Barnabas to Derbe.”
Explanation:
1.  “But while the disciples surrounded him,”

a.  After the body of Paul is dragged out of the city and the Jewish unbelievers and mob of Gentiles from the city depart, the disciples stand around the body of Paul.


b.  Evidently they were trying to decide what to do with the dead body.  Someone probably needed to go get Barnabas and ask him what to do.  In the meantime, these believers probably just waited for Barnabas to arrive, so that he could tell them what the proper Christian procedure was for burial.


c.  It is clear from the context that these believers had already concluded that Paul was dead.  They were not standing around trying to determine if he were still alive.  There was no evidence of breathing, which is usually a clear sign of death.  The issue was not ‘Is he still alive or not?’  The issue was ‘What do we do with his body?’

2.  “after getting up, he entered into the city.”

a.  While the disciples are waiting for help from Barnabas and instructions on what to do next, Paul stands up and then walks right back into the city from which he was just murdered.


b.  Luke makes no mention of the astonishment of the disciples, which surely must have occurred.  Nor does he make any mention of Paul confronting his former assailants, which would serve no purpose anyway.


c.  The simple point Luke makes is that God overruled the will of the Jewish and Gentile unbelievers.  These unbelievers were certain they had killed Paul, but God was certain that He could restore Paul to perfect health and continue the evangelization of Galatia.


d.  The fact that Paul could get up, walk back into the city and then leave the next day with Barnabas on a sixty mile hike to Derbe suggests that Paul had no residual effects from this stoning.  In other words, God performed a miracle of resuscitation and healing on the physical body of Paul, the likes of which can only be compared to what the Romans did to Jesus’ body before His crucifixion and God’s restoration of that body in resurrection.



(1)  Lenski asserts that this was not a miracle, that Paul was only unconscious.  Polhill says that Luke’s reference to the disciples ‘thinking he was dead’ indicates that Paul was not dead, but then says that a miracle did occur.  (Commentators will drive you crazy if you let them.)  Both ignore the fact that when the Jews stoned someone, they didn’t stop when they thought a person was dead.  They continued until they were certain the person was dead.  Paul’s own declarative statement in 2 Cor 11:25 that he was stoned indicates that he was physically dead.  He wasn’t partially stoned.  He was fully stoned.  Are we to ask ourselves, “How stoned was he?”


(2)  The problem with this assessment is that the disciples thought he was dead.  And the easiest way to determine this is whether or not a person is still breathing.  Unconscious people still breathe.  Paul was apparently not breathing, which is the criteria by which it was determined that he was dead.  People in the ancient world were not stupid.  They could certainly distinguish between an unconscious, breathing person and a un-breathing, lifeless body.


e.  When Paul entered the city, he would have gone straight to wherever he and Barnabas were staying.  He would have told Barnabas everything that had happened, and they would pack their belongings, say their farewells, and be prepared to leave the city early in the morning.


f.  Luke does not tell us of any final instructions given to the disciples they were leaving behind, but surely there were words of encouragement and comfort for them, assuring them that they would return in a few weeks, which they did.


g.  In addition, there were probably instructions to the disciples not to say anything to people in the city about Paul’s resuscitation, so that the Jews would not pursue them to Derbe.  Let the Jews and Gentile unbelievers find out about Paul’s resuscitation when he returned to the city after his missionary work in Derbe was completed.  That would be the prudent and expedient thing to do.


h.  It was also important that no further persecution take place against the new church in Lystra.  Therefore, the best thing to do would be to quietly leave town and not incite the fury of the mob further by rubbing their face in the fact that their attempted murder of Paul was unsuccessful.

3.  “And then on the next day he went away with Barnabas to Derbe.”

a.  The next day the missionaries depart from Lystra and begin the sixty mile walk to Derbe.


b.  Derbe.



(1)  “Recently discovered evidence, in the form of two inscriptions, has fairly positively identified the mound of Kerti Hüyük as the site of Derbe, which is about 60 miles SE of ancient Iconium.  This new location suggests that Acts 14:20b should be read: “On the morrow he set out with Barnabas for Derbe,” since the journey would take more than a day.


(2)  “Paul revisited Derbe on his second missionary journey (16:1) and it is possible that he also passed through Derbe at the beginning of his third missionary journey (18:23).  Gaius, a disciple and companion of Paul from Derbe, is mentioned in Acts 20:4.



(3)  The second inscription also provides evidence regarding the Christian church at Derbe — there was a bishop there in the latter part of the 4th century.  The names of four other bishops are also known, one of whom, Daphnus, was present at the Council of Constantinople in A.D. 381.  In view of the extensive evidence of Christianity in the area of the new site for Derbe, it appears that Paul’s initial work in this area bore much fruit for years to come.”



(4)  Derbe lay on a busy main road that stretched from Iconium and Lystra east to Tarsus in Cilicia.


c.  The fact that Paul could make this journey is evidence of the overruling will of God in performing a miracle of resuscitation.  Nothing Satan can do to motivate unbelievers against Christ and His followers is going to stop the plan, will, and purpose of God.


d.  Paul and Barnabas had plenty of time to talk to one another during the next several days as they walked to Derbe.  But there was one thing Paul could not discuss: inexpressible words heard by Paul in Paradise, “which it is absolutely not permitted for a man to speak,” 2 Cor 12:4.
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