Acts 14:16



 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “Who” and referring again to the Living God.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine plural article and noun GENEA, meaning “in the generations or ages.”
  With this we have a participle, used as an adjective, that is, a substantival or ascriptive participle.  It is the dative/locative feminine plural perfect deponent middle/passive participle from the verb PAROICHOMAI, which means “to be past, of time Acts 14:16.”
  This is the only use of this verb in Scripture.

“Who in the past ages”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EAW, which means “to allow, let, or permit.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Living God produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PAS plus the article and noun ETHNOS, meaning “all the nations/Gentiles.”  This is followed by the present deponent middle/passive infinitive from the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to go, proceed, travel; live, walk.”  Here, the figurative use of ‘going’ is the meaning ‘living’.  God permitted the nations to go (that is, live) their own ways.


The present tense is a descriptive present of what the nations did in past ages.


The deponent middle/passive voice functions like an active voice, the nations producing the action of going their own ways.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action of allowing, permitting, letting.

Finally, we have the dative of rule [Both the Greek NT Insert and A.T. Robertson consider this a locative of place; but in the Attic Greek that normally requires the preposition PROS] from the feminine plural article and noun HODOS with the possessive genitive from the third person neuter plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in conformity with their own ways.”

“permitted all the nations to go in their own ways;”
Acts 14:16 corrected translation
“Who in the past ages permitted all the nations to go in their own ways;”
Explanation:
1.  “Who in the past ages”

a.  Paul and Barnabas continue their speech to the crowds of Lystra, attempting to dissuade them from offering animal sacrifices to them as the gods Zeus and Hermes.


b.  This statement adds an additional fact that these pagans need to understand regarding the deity of the one, true Living God.  Not only is He the creator of all things in heaven and on earth and in the sea, but He is the One person in control of human history throughout the history of the world.


c.  The phrase “in the past ages” refers to all the past dispensations of human history:



(1)  The period of time after the creation of man and prior to his fall.



(2)  The period of human history prior to the universal flood.



(3)  The period of human history after the flood until now.  Remember that Paul is dealing with a thoroughly pagan Gentile audience and has no need to mention Israel or its history.


d.  Notice that Paul and his audience both thought in terms of their being various ages in the history of mankind on the earth.

2.  “permitted all the nations to go in their own ways;”

a.  The one, true Living God permitted, allowed, and gave the freedom to all the Gentile nations of mankind to go their own ways.  Lenski makes an interesting observation here: “No effort is made to show why God permitted the Gentiles to wander thus, for the point to be made here is that He had nevertheless not cast off the Gentiles.  When we now ask why this was done in regard to the Gentiles we must, first of all remember that Gentiles and their pagan ways should never have come into existence.  God destroyed the godless race of Noah’s time.  Was that not judgment enough?  Noah began a new race, began it with the true God, bequeathed that knowledge to his descendants, even the knowledge of the judgment of God through the Flood.  How could paganism then begin?  The answer is plain.  If God accepted the fearful defection that developed into idolatrous cults and let the Gentiles go on in these cults He at the same time prepared universal salvation in and through Israel until He could now send the gospel to all men.”
  The better answer as to how paganism could begin again is given by Paul in Rom 1:21b, “they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart received darkness.”  They received this darkness from Satan.


b.  This is one of the clearest statements of Scripture that mankind has a totally free will.  Man can ‘go their own way’.  And mankind has done so to their own detriment throughout human history.  The New Bible Dictionary explains this in two places.



(1)  “When we conceive of the sovereign sway of the divine will as the ultimate ground of all that happens, either actively bringing it to pass (cf. Ps 135:5–12), or passively permitting it to come to pass (cf. Acts 14:16), we need to recognize the distinction between the active will of God and his permissive will.  The entrance of sin into the world, and its continued prevalence, must be attributed to the permissive will of God, since sin is a contradiction of his holiness and goodness.  There is, therefore, a realm in which God’s will to act is dominant, and a realm in which man’s liberty appears in exercise against God. The Bible presents both in operation.”



(2)  “God rules the hearts and actions of all men, often for purposes of his own which they do not suspect.  God’s control is absolute in the sense that men do only that which he has ordained that they should do; yet they are truly free agents, in the sense that their decisions are their own, and they are morally responsible for them. A distinction, however, must be drawn between God’s allowing (or ‘giving up’) sinners to practice the evil that they have preferred, and his gracious work of prompting his people to will and do what he commands; for in the former case, according to the biblical rule of judgment, the blame for the evil done belongs entirely to the sinner (Lk 22:22; Acts 2:23; 3:13–19), whereas in the latter case the praise for the good done must be given to God (1 Cor 15:10).”
 


c.  God’s original plan was for mankind to go God’s way.  Adam did not want to do this, just as Satan did not want to do this.  Adam wanted to go his own way and follow after the most beautiful woman to ever come from the hand of God.


d.  Satan’s plan was to go his own way, and to talk mankind into doing likewise, which he did.


e.  Individual men as well as individual nations have spent their lives and histories ‘going their own ways’.  The result is described in two passages:



(1)  Rom 1:21-23, “Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor [Him] as God, nor did they feel obligated to give thanks.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart received darkness.  Although claiming to be wise, they became fools.  In fact they exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image of the form of perishable man and birds and quadrupeds and reptiles.”



(2)  Rom 1:28-32, “Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to have God in full knowledge, God delivered them over to degenerate thinking to do what is not proper, being filled with all wrongdoing, wickedness, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice, gossipers, slanderers, haters of God, insolent [rude and disrespectful], arrogant, braggarts, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, not keeping their promises, without natural affection, unmerciful; who certainly, although knowing exactly the requirement of God that those who practice such things are worthy of death, not only continue to do these very things, but also approve of those who continue practicing [these things].”


f.  Therefore, God gave mankind the freedom to become as degenerate as they wanted to become.  And each nation has pursued its own fashion and kind of degeneracy.  But make no mistake about the total depravity of mankind, just as Paul teaches in Rom 3:9-12, “What, then, are we to conclude?  Do we possess anything to shield us [from the justice of God]?  Not at all!  For we have already charged both the Jews and the Greeks that all are under the power of the sin nature. Just as it stands written, ‘There is not a righteous person, not even anyone.’  There is not one who comprehends; there is not one who diligently searches for the God.  All [unbelievers] have turned aside [into unrighteousness].  At the same time they have become depraved.  There is not one who does what is right.  There is not as much as a single person.”


g.  God permitted mankind to go their own way, and the result has been the full expression of the total depravity of man.


h.  Though this statement clearly demonstrates the permissive will of God, it does not make void the sovereign overruling will of God, which will judge each person, Heb 10:30-31, “For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.’  And again, ‘The Lord will judge His people.’  To fall into the hands of the living God [is] a terrible thing.”


i.  Not stated here but implied is that the Living God, Jesus Christ, controls human history.  The time is coming in the millennial reign of Christ, when all nations will not be permitted to go their own way.  The Gog-Magog revolution at the end of the millennial reign of Christ is man’s final attempt to go their own way.
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