Acts 13:49



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the third person singular imperfect passive indicative from the verb DIAPHERW, which means “to carry through” with the idea of “spreading a message”, BDAG, p. 239.


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuing past action.


The passive voice indicates that the subject (the word of the Lord) received the action of being carried throughout that region.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the word” or “the message.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “about the Lord.”

“Then the message about the Lord kept on being spread”
 is the preposition DIA plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular adjective HOLOS, article, and noun CHWRA, meaning “through the whole region, district, or place.”
“through the whole region.”

Acts 13:49 corrected translation
“Then the message about the Lord kept on being spread through the whole region.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then the message about the Lord kept on being spread”

a.  Luke does not tell us anything about the Jewish reaction to Paul and Barnabas’ statement about taking the word of God to the Gentiles.  Nor does he tell us anything else said by Paul and Barnabas at this point.  But Luke does mention what the most important outcome of this whole event was.


b.  The gospel message about the Lord Jesus Christ kept on being spread, not only by Paul and Barnabas, but even more so by the new Gentile believers.


c.  There was great positive volition in the beginning at the church of Galatia, as mentioned by Paul in his letter to the Galatians (5:7).  The statement here in Acts tells us why the Galatians were running well—the message about the Lord kept on being spread.


d.  One of the most important spiritual gifts at the beginning of the Church Age was the spiritual gift of evangelism.  This spiritual gift was so necessary for the spread of the gospel that it likely existed to a far greater extent during the first few decades of the Church Age than it does now.


e.  It must also be remembered that the good news of resurrection and eternal life through faith in Christ was the greatest news of human history, and therefore, spread like wildfire throughout a district or region where Paul went.

2.  “through the whole region.”

a.  The word “region” refers to the city of Pisidian Antioch with its surrounding farms and villages.  It would include everything within a ten to twenty mile radius of the city, that is, however far a person could walk or ride in a day to get to town.  “The effect was now extended to the whole Region.  The term “city,” according to the ancient idea, included the entire lands that belonged to it, and not the mere space covered by continuous houses and a fortified wail.  The phrase that is here used, ‘the whole Region,’ indicates some distinct and recognized circle of territories.”


b.  “There can be no doubt that Pisidian Antioch (strictly “a Phrygian city towards Pisidia”) was the center of the Region called Phrygia in inscriptions enumerating the parts of the province, and “the Phrygian Region of (the province) Galatia” in Acts 16:6, or “the Phrygian Region” Acts 18:23.  This central importance of Antioch was due to its position as a Roman Colony, which made it the military and administrative center of the country.”



(1)  Commentators refute Ramsay’s technical use of the Roman word “regio,” saying that it is not used this way in Acts 16:6 and 18:23.  The difficulty is that the Greek word CHWRA is used for “territories, districts, and regions,” which could have distinct boundaries or not.



(2)  For example, we speak of: (1) the city of Los Angeles when refers to the actual city itself, (2)  Los Angeles county, which includes much more than the city of Los Angeles, and (3) Los Angeles, when refers to the entire area or region of Los Angeles, which includes the entire Los Angeles basin with all its surrounding cities and millions of people.



(3)  The point is that the message of the gospel spread beyond what we would consider the city limits of Pisidian Antioch to the surrounding suburbs, towns, and villages that came under the control and influence of the Roman capital of this area.  It is important to note that Paul’s missionary journeys frequently led him to the leading Roman cities in a particular district, region, or area.  Paul went to where the greatest number of Gentiles were located.


c.  Another implication of Luke’s statement that the message spread through the whole region relates to the time it took for this to happen.  “A certain lapse of time, then, is implied in the brief words of verse 49.  The process whereby the whole region was influenced by the Word must have been a gradual one.  …How long a period of time is covered by verse 49 we cannot tell with certainty; but it must be plain to every one that the estimate of the whole residence at Antioch as two to six months, is, as is elsewhere said, a minimum.”
  Luke’s point is that the work of Paul and Barnabas continued for a little while (we are not told how long) in the city of Pisidian Antioch.  The Jews didn’t expect Paul and Barnabas to be that effective with their message.  However, when they saw that the message of the gospel was successfully spreading, the Jews took action to stop what was happening.  This is the subject of the next verse.

� Ramsay, W. M., Sir. (1995, c1896). St. Paul the Traveller and the Roman citizen. Includes index. (p. 102). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research System, Inc.


� Ramsay, W. M., Sir. (1995, c1896). St. Paul the Traveller and the Roman citizen. Includes index. (p. 104). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research System, Inc.


� Ramsay, W. M., Sir. (1995, c1896). St. Paul the Traveller and the Roman citizen. Includes index. (p. 104f). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research System, Inc.





PAGE  
2

