Acts 13:47



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “so, thus, or in this manner.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ENTELLOMAI, which means “to command, give orders” (BDAG, p. 339).


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completion of a past action.  The English helping or auxiliary verb “has” is used in the translation to indicate the consummative perfect idea.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in function, the subject (the Lord) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object (they give orders to someone) from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us.”  It can be translated ‘the Lord has given orders to us’ or ‘the Lord has commanded us’.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.”

“For the Lord has commanded us in this manner,”
 is the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb TITHĒMI, which means “to place, set, or put.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completion of a past action.  The English helping or auxiliary verb “have” is used in the translation to indicate the consummative perfect idea.


The active voice indicates that the Lord has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the double accusative of the object and complement.  First we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the individual Church Age believer (here it refers specifically to Paul and Barnabas).  This is followed by the double accusative complement, which is marked by the presence of the preposition EIS before the complement and between the two accusatives
, from the neuter singular noun PHWS, meaning “as a light.”  Then we have the genitive of advantage from the neuter plural noun ETHNOS, meaning “for the Gentiles” or an objective genitive “a light to the Gentiles” (so Barrett, ICC, p. 657).
“‘I have placed you as a light for the Gentiles,”
 is the genitive neuter singular articular present active infinitive from the verb EIMI.  This construction (the genitive article with the infinitive) is an Attic Greek construction to indicate the introduction of a purpose clause.


The present tense is a futuristic present, which describes a future event as though happening right now for the sake of vividness and dramatic effect.


The active voice indicates that the subject ‘you’ referring to the individual Church Age believer, especially Paul and Barnabas in this context, produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

This is followed by the accusative subject of the infinitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you,” which functions as the subject of the infinitive.  It is translated “that you may be.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun SWTĒRIA, meaning “for the purpose of salvation.”  This is followed by the preposition HEWS plus the adverbial genitive of measure of extent of time and place.  It is used of extent of time, meaning “until” some time in the future.  It is used of extent of space, meaning “as far as” or “to” something.  Both ideas are possible here.  The believer brings salvation to the unbeliever until the end of time on the earth and to the farthest points of travel upon the earth.  With the preposition we have the neuter singular adjective ESCHATOS, which means “(1) the farthest boundary of an area, farthest, last and (2) the final item in a series, least, last in time” (BDAG, p. 397).  Finally, we have the descriptive genitive or genitive of identity from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “of the earth.”  This phrase is identical to the phrase used by Luke in Acts 1:8 (), quoting our Lord, “to the end [remotest part] of the earth.”  The same geographical meaning applies here.

“that you may be for the purpose of salvation to the end of the earth.’”

Acts 13:47 corrected translation
“For the Lord has commanded us in this manner, ‘I have placed you as a light for the Gentiles, that you may be for the purpose of salvation to the end of the earth.’”
Explanation:
1.  “For the Lord has commanded us in this manner,”

a.  Paul continues his speech to the negative Jews by explaining the reason for their actions.  The Lord has commanded the change.


b.  Paul and Barnabas will turn to the Gentiles because the Lord has told them to do so.  Paul makes this very clear in his speech to the Jews in Rome after his first arrival there at the beginning of his Roman imprisonment, Acts 28:25-28, “And when they did not agree with one another, they began leaving after Paul had spoken one parting word, ‘The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet [Isa 6:9] to your fathers, saying, “Go to this people and say, ‘You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; and you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; for the heart of this people has become dull, and with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes; otherwise they might see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and return, And I would heal them.”’  Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will also listen.’”


c.  The command of the Lord is given in two places by Isaiah:



(1)  Isa 42:6, “I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by the hand and watch over you, and I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, as a light to the nations.”



(2)  Isa 49:6, “He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’”  Luke quotes from the LXX of this passage with two slight variations.


d.  The “Lord” here is a reference to God the Holy Spirit as seen from Paul’s quote in Acts 28, where he says “The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet.”

2.  “‘I have placed you as a light for the Gentiles,”


a.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the subject of Isa 42.  He is the One producing the action.  The object ‘you’ is the nation of Israel in the context of Isa 42.


b.  God’s point is that He established Israel as a nation to evangelize the Gentile nations of the earth.  This had always been the great purpose for the nation of Israel.  Polhill (p. 307f) explains, “The text of Isaiah, a ‘servant’ passage, originally envisaged Israel’s destiny as being that of a witness to God to all the nations of the world.  As Servant-Messiah, Jesus fulfilled this divine destiny.  He was to be ‘a light to the nations’.  Now, the messengers of the Messiah are likewise commanded to be ‘a light for the Gentiles’.  The Jews of Pisidian Antioch could not accept a Messiah who embraced the Gentiles.  In rejecting Paul’s witness to the Gentiles, they thus rejected their Messiah as well.”


c.  Israel was God’s witness to the person and work of Jesus Christ.  And the Lord Jesus Christ is the greatest witness of Israel to the world, Lk 2:29-32, “Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, according to Your word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a Light of revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.”  When Israel finally failed to recognize Jesus as the God of Israel (Rom 10:16, “But not all have obeyed our gospel.  For example Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our message?’”), God had no choice but to replace Israel with the Church as His witness to the world.


d.  Those who believe in Christ are individually the light of the world, just as Jesus taught in Mt 5:14.  But the corporate witness to the world was first the nation of Israel, which has been replaced by the Church.  One hundred and forty-four thousand individual Jewish witnesses will be the light of world during the seven-year period of the Tribulation, after the resurrection of the Church, and then the nation of Israel will again be the light of the world during the millennial reign of Christ.


e.  But right now, during the period of the Church Age, the mission of the Church has been and is to provide salvation to the end of the earth, as stated in the next clause.

3.  “that you may be for the purpose of salvation to the end of the earth.’”


a.  This part of the quote comes from Isa 49:6, “He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’”


b.  God’s purpose in human history has always been to bring the message of salvation to the members of the human race.  God is not willing that any should perish.


c.  God has used great visible and invisible individuals as His witnesses.  His great corporate witness was to be the nation of Israel.  God’s purpose for them was to bring the message of salvation to the end of the earth, that is, to every place and person.


d.  “The mission of the apostles is presented in the NT as the mission of Jesus himself.  In Isa 49:6 the commission to bright light to the Gentiles belongs to the Messiah.  But the mission of Paul is the mission of Jesus, so Isaiah’s prophecy relates directly to Paul’s own calling (Acts 13:47).  Throughout the book of Acts the apostles’ work in evangelizing the nations is represented as the work of the ascended Christ (2:33; 14:3), and their preaching is the word of the Lord (6:7; 12:24; 19:20).  The form of the gospel message was given by the Lord himself (Gal 1:12) and by the Lord through his apostles (1 Cor 11:23; 15:8; 2 Pet 3:2).  Jesus will bring his ‘other sheep,’ and they will heed his voice (Jn 10:16), but that voice they can hear only through his chosen apostles (17:18, 20).  The apostolic testimony will be the means to transport sinners from unbelief to faith (Jn 20:31).”
 


e.  When Israel did not realize God’s purpose for them, God replaced them with the Church as His corporate witnesses.  Paul teaches this principle in Rom 11:17-31.

“Moreover, if some of the branches [Jewish unbelievers of Church Age] were broken off [temporal and eternal judgment] and they were, and you [Gentile believers of Church Age], being a wild olive tree, have been grafted in among them [Jewish believers] and have become co-partners [with Jewish believers] of the richness [temporal and eternal blessings] of the root [Jesus Christ] of the olive tree [God’s plan],  stop exulting yourselves by degrading the branches [Jewish unbelievers].  Now since you are exalting yourselves by degrading [them], you do not sustain the root, but the root [sustains] you.  Therefore, you will object, ‘The branches were broken off, in order that I might be grafted in.’  Quite right!  Because of unbelief they were broken off, but you stand because of faith [in Christ].  Stop thinking proud thoughts, but respect [God].  For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will He spare you [Gentile believer guilty of anti-Semitism].  Consequently, consider the goodness and the severity of God, on the one hand severity to those who fell, but on the other hand the goodness of God to you, if you persist in the sphere of goodness, otherwise, you also shall be cut off [cycles of discipline].  In fact those [Israel] also, if they do not persist in their unbelief, they will be grafted in; for God is able to graft them in again.  For since you [Gentiles] were cut off from [what is] by nature a wild olive tree, and contrary to nature you were grafted into a cultivated olive tree [the Church], how much more shall these [believing Jews] who [are] natural [branches] be grafted into their own olive tree?  For brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant of this mystery, in order that you stop being wise in your own estimation, that hardening in part has happened to Israel until which time the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.  And then in this manner all Israel [Tribulational believers] shall be delivered, just as it stands written, ‘The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove the godless ones from Jacob.  Also ‘This [is] the covenant to them from Me,’ when I have removed their sins.  On the one hand with respect to the gospel, they are [regarded as] enemies because of you, but on the other hand as far as their election is concerned, they are beloved because of their fathers.  For the grace benefits and invitation from God [are] irrevocable.  Therefore just as at one time you had been disobedient to God, but now you have received mercy because of their disobedient unbelief, so also now these [Jews] have disobeyed because of the mercy belonging to you, in order that now they [Jewish remnant] also might receive mercy.”


f.  Paul and Barnabas recognized and obeyed God’s purpose for their missionary journey—go to the Jews first and present the message of the gospel.  If they listen and believe, great!  If they will not believe, then go to the Gentiles in their place, in order that you may be for the purpose of bringing salvation to the end of the earth.  You and I are still fulfilling that purpose today.


g.  The divine motto for every missionary is: that you may be for the purpose of salvation to the end of the earth.

4.  John Polhill, in his commentary on Acts (p. 308), makes an excellent statement regarding verses 46-48, which is well worth repeating.  “Verses 46-48 are programmatic for Paul’s mission in Acts, establishing a pattern that would appear again and again.  One could view the present statement as definitive: Paul would no longer turn to the Jews; he would now witness only to Gentiles.  Such was not the case.  In the very next city on his missionary itinerary he would again begin his witness in the syna​gogue (14:1).  Again and again be experienced the rejection of the Jews and turned to the Gentiles of that town.  But he never gave up on his fel​low Jews.  It was very much the problem he wrestled with in Rom 9-11.  In spite of the overwhelming rejection of the gospel by his own people, Paul could not bring himself to believe that the rejection was final and that God had deserted them.  His great successes in witness were indeed among the Gentiles, but be never abandoned his witness to Jews.  The ambiguity of the witness to the Jews persists to the very end of Acts and is never definitively settled (cf. 28:17-28).  The contemporary church can learn from Paul’s persistence.  His actions caution against a mission policy that only targets those who are most receptive to the gospel message.”

� See Wallace, p. 183f.


� Freedman, D. N., Myers, A. C., & Beck, A. B. (2000). Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible (p. 218). Grand Rapids, Mich.: W.B. Eerdmans.
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