Acts 13:37



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to raise; raise up.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father and God the Holy Spirit produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

The word “He” comes from the third person singular of the main verb EIDON = He did not see.

“but He whom God raised”
 is the absolute negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “to see” and is used figuratively, meaning “to experience something.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the humanity of Christ produced the action of not seeing or experiencing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact with the absolute negative.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DIAPHTHORA, which means “the condition or state of rotting or decaying, destruction, corruption of the body Acts 2:27, 31; 13:35ff; return to decay (that is, the realm of the dead) 13:34.”

“did not see decay.”

Acts 13:37 corrected translation
“but He whom God raised did not see decay.”
Explanation:
1.  “but He whom God raised”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “For on the one hand David, after having served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was gathered to his fathers and saw decay; but He whom God raised did not see decay.”


b.  David is now contrasted with Jesus.



(1)  David served the purpose of God in his own generation.  Jesus serves the purpose of God for all generations.



(2)  David died, went to Sheol with his fathers, and his physical body decayed in the grave.  Jesus died, went to Sheol to declare His victory to the angels imprisoned in the compartment of Hades called ‘The Abyss’ (2 Pet 2:4; Rom 10:7; Rev 9; 20:1-2; Acts 2:31).


c.  The most important contrast with David is that the human body of Jesus did not decompose in the grave.



(1)  Acts 2:27, “Because You will not abandon my soul in Hades, nor permit Your Holy One to experience corruption.”



(2)  Acts 2:31-32, “having foresaw, he spoke concerning the resurrection of Christ that He was neither abandoned in Hades, nor did His flesh experience corruption.  This Jesus God raised up, concerning Whom we all are witnesses.”


d.  Paul now declares for a second time in this speech the resurrection of Jesus.  Acts 13:30, “But God raised Him from the dead.”  Clearly, Paul’s emphasis in the presentation of the message of the gospel is the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.



(1)  The resurrection of Jesus was God’s ultimate proof that Jesus was the Messiah.



(2)  The resurrection of Jesus differentiates Christianity from all the religions of Satan; for the religions of Satan have no resurrection.



(3)  Belief in the resurrection of Jesus is a must for anyone desiring to live with God forever.

2.  “did not see decay.”

a.  The physical body of Jesus did not see any decay or decomposition in any way in the grave nor outside the grave.


b.  We might ask, “How is this possible?”  It is physically impossible for a human body, even one without a sin nature to not decay.  Why?  It is physically impossible because the heart is not beating, oxygen and nutrients are not being pumped through the body to the cells of the body, which cannot function without these things.  Therefore, the only thing that kept the human body of Jesus from not decaying was the will of God.  It was truly a miraculous event.  It is a part of the miracle of resurrection.


c.  The only way to look at it is that God suspended the natural process of physical decay in the case of the human body of Jesus in the grave.  We cannot say that the physical body of Jesus began the process of decaying, which continued for three days, and then God reversed it, because that is not what this statement says.  The absolute negative OUK indicates that there was simply not any decay whatsoever in the physical body of Jesus in the grave.  Even the experience of our Lord’s body in the grave was unique.


d.  This is prophesied in Ps 16:10 and declared by Peter in Acts 2:27, 31f.  Now it is declared by Paul and Barnabas as well.


e.  As A.T. Robertson says, “[This is] a flat contradiction of those who deny the bodily resurrection.”
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