Acts 13:36



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR with the correlative particle MEN, meaning “For on the one hand.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun DAUID, meaning “David.”

“For on the one hand David,”
 is the locative of time from the feminine singular adjective IDIOS, meaning “in one’s own” plus the feminine singular noun GENEA, meaning “generation.”  Together they are translated “in his own generation.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb HUPĒRETEW, which means “to render service, serve, be helpful with the dative of persons as the object Acts 24:23; 13:36.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety from the viewpoint of the conclusion of the action.


The active voice indicates that David produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb.

This is followed by the dative of direct object from the feminine singular article and noun BOULĒ, meaning “the will, purpose, plan” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” or “God’s.”
“after having served the purpose of God in his own generation,”

 is the third person singular aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb KOIMAOMAI, which means “to fall asleep, being used figuratively meaning to die, pass away Jn 11:11; Acts 7:60; 13:36; 1 Cor 7:39; 11:30; 15:6, 51; 2 Pet 3:4.”
  One thing it does not mean is “to lay down.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent passive voice functions in an active sense, the dead body of David producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb PROSTITHĒMI, which means “to be added, associated, of persons who are added to a group already existing, or who are attached to an individual, to whom they henceforth belong: Acts 2:41; 5:14; 11:24; of one deceased: to be gathered to one’s ancestors Acts 13:36.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that David received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to his fathers.”

“fell asleep and was gathered to his fathers”

 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “to see” and is used figuratively of experiencing something.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that David produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DIAPHTHORA, which means “corruption, decay” of the human body after death.
“and saw decay;”

Acts 13:36 corrected translation
“For on the one hand David, after having served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was gathered to his fathers and saw decay;”
Explanation:
1.  “For on the one hand David, after having served the purpose of God in his own generation,”

a.  Paul continues by relating the two passages from the Old Testament he has just quoted to the historical reality of the life of David.


b.  Paul will set up a comparison between the life and death of David and the life and death of Jesus, in order to show that these passages apply to Jesus rather than David.


c.  David is the first side of the comparison.  He lived his life on earth and served the purpose of God during his generation.



(1)  God had a plan for David’s life, and David fulfilled that plan.  “In Acts [the Greek noun] BOULĒ is used twice of God’s plan with regard to the crucifixion of Jesus by Jewish and gentile authorities (2:23; 4:28), once in connection with David as the instrument of God’s plan in his own generation (13:36), and once to describe the message (‘the whole counsel of God’) that Paul proclaimed at Ephesus (20:27).”
 



(2)  God has a plan for everyone’s life, but not all fulfill God’s plan for their life.



(3)  We are here to serve the purpose of God; we are not here for our own self-serving purpose.



(4)  As long as we are serving the purpose of God we remain here doing what God wants.  When we stop serving the purpose of God on earth, then God brings us home.



(5)  The foundation for serving the purpose of God is knowing the will of God and then obeying His will.



(6)  The motivation for serving the purpose of God is reciprocal love for God.



(7)  The functional virtue in serving the purpose of God is unconditional love toward others.


d.  God’s purpose for David was confined to David’s own generation.  God’s purpose for Jesus extends beyond His own generation to all generations of mankind, because of His resurrection.

2.  “fell asleep and was gathered to his fathers and saw decay;”

a.  Having lived the spiritual life God had provided for him, David died like any other man.



(1)  Falling asleep is a consistent metaphor used in the Bible for the physical death of the human body (e.g. Jer 51:39; 1 Thes 4:13ff; 1 Cor 15:6; Jn 11:11; 2 Pet 3:4).  “Scripture often uses “sleep” as a euphemism for death.  Kings and Chronicles frequently state, ‘[the king] slept with his fathers and was buried’ (1 Kg 2:10; 11:43; 14:31; etc.), meaning that he died a natural death and was given a proper state burial.  At the final judgment even the dead will be awakened from their sleep, some to eternal life and others to eternal condemnation (Dan 12:2).”



(2)  The soul does not sleep.  It is immediately in the presence of loved ones—“gathered to his fathers”.  The physical body of the believer is said to “sleep,” because it will awaken again in the resurrection.


b.  Notice that after physical death the person of David “was gathered to his fathers.”  Where were the ancestors of David?  They were in a compartment of Hades, called Abraham’s bosom.  This is the place mentioned by Jesus in the story of Lazarus and the rich man, Lk 16:20ff.



(1)  When an Old Testament believer died, they went to this compartment of Hades and waited for the resurrection of Christ.



(2)  Old Testament believers could not go to heaven, because no human being could be accepted in heaven until the session of the humanity of Jesus in heaven.



(3)  The phrase “gathered to his fathers” means much more than simply being buried in the same place as one’s ancestors.


c.  The physical body of David decomposed and decayed like any other human body after death.  The same was not true for the human body of Jesus, which rose from the dead, even after three days in the grave.
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