Acts 13:30



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to raise.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to our Lord.  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, used as a substantive, meaning “from the dead.”

“But God raised Him from the dead;”

Acts 13:30 corrected translation
“But God raised Him from the dead;”
Explanation:
1.  “But God raised Him from the dead.”

a.  The adversative conjunction DE, meaning “But” contrasts the evil actions of the people and leaders of Jerusalem with the virtuous action of God.


b.  The people and leaders of Jerusalem made their decision to have Jesus executed.  God the Father and God the Holy Spirit made their decision to raise Him from the dead.


c.  This too was prophesied in the Old Testament, Ps 16:10, “For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.”


d.  Paul’s statement here is the epitome of the gospel message.  It is the great proof of the person and work of Jesus as the Christ.


e.  Without the resurrection of Christ Christianity is without meaning:



(1) 1 Cor 15:3-8, “For I related to you as the most important things that which I also received, that Christ died as a substitute for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Peter, then to the twelve.  Later He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, the majority of whom remain until now, but some have died.  Later He appeared to Jacob then to all the apostles.  But last of all, as though to a miscarriage, He appeared even to me.”



(2)  1 Cor 15:12-20, “Now if Christ is proclaimed that He has been raised from the dead, and He is, how dare some among you say that there is no resurrection from the dead?  And if there is no resurrection from the dead, neither has Christ been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, then as a result our proclamation [is] without any basis of truth, and your faith [is] in vain [without result, for no purpose].  Furthermore, we are found also [to be] false-witnesses toward God, because we have testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if indeed on the other hand the dead are not being raised.  Therefore, if the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith [is] useless, you are still in the sphere of your sins.  Consequently also those who have fallen asleep [died] in Christ have perished.  If in this life we are having confidence alone in Christ (and we are), we are the most miserable of all men.  But now Christ has been raised out from the dead, the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.”

2.  The testimony of our Lord’s resurrection was made by:


a.  Angels: Mt 28:5-7; Lk 24:4-7, 23. 


b.  The apostles: Acts 1:22; 2:32; 3:15; 4:33.


c.  Paul:



(1)  Gal 1:1, “Paul, the apostle, (not from the source of men, nor through the agency of mankind, but through the agency of Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised Him out from the dead).”



(2)  Eph 1:20, “which [mighty ruling power] He made operational in Christ, when He [God the Father] raised Him [Jesus Christ] from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in heaven.”



(3)  Col 2:12, “having been buried together with Him by means of the baptism [of the Holy Spirit], by means of which baptism also you all are raised together because of your faith in the operational power of God who raised Him out from the dead.”


d.  Peter: 1 Pet 1:21, “the ones who through Him are believers in God who raised Him out from the dead and has given Him glory, so that your faith and absolute confidence might be in God.”
3.  Our Lord’s resurrection was predicted by Himself: Mt 20:19; Mk 9:9; 14:28; Jn 2:19-22.

4.  His resurrection is God’s proof that He is the Son of God, Ps 2:7; Acts 13:33; Rom 1:4.

5.  His resurrection was typified by Isaac: Gen 22:13; Heb 11:19; and by Jonah: Jonah 2:10; Mt 12:40.

6.  Belief in His resurrection is essential for eternal salvation, Rom 10:9, “If you will acknowledge with your mouth Jesus as Lord, that is, if you will believe in your right lobe that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”

7.  This statement is the critical statement by Paul in his evangelization of these Jews and God-fearers.  It all comes down to whether or not they believe that God raised Jesus Christ from the dead.  Everything in our life comes down to this one simple fact—do we believe this or not.  It is the most important decision any of us can make.  The evidence for the resurrection of Christ is overwhelming.  However, it still comes down to simple faith, trust, and confidence in what the word of God says.  As Jesus said to Thomas, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed,” Jn 20:29.

8.  The resurrection of Christ serves one great purpose for us “Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written in order that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name,” Jn 20:30-31.
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