Acts 13:23



 is the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “of this man.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  This is followed by the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin or source from the neuter singular article and noun SPERMA, meaning “From the descendents” (BDAG, p. 937).  Then we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of general reference from the feminine singular noun EPAGGELIA, meaning “according to promise.”

“From the descendants of this man, according to promise, God”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AGW, which means “to lead; to bring.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact with emphasis on the completion of the action or process.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object and dative of advantage from the masculine singular article and proper noun ISRAEL, meaning “to Israel” or “for Israel” in the sense of for their benefit.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun SWTĒR, meaning “a Savior.”  Finally, we have the appositional accusative (accusative in simple apposition) from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”

“has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus,”

Acts 13:23 corrected translation
“From the descendants of this man, according to promise, God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus,”
Explanation:
1.  “From the descendants of this man, according to promise,”

a.  From the descendants of David God brought forth Jesus to Israel as their Savior.


b.  “That Jesus was the descendant of David is proven by comparing 2 Sam 7:12, 16; Ps 89:35-36; Jer 23:5; Mt 22:42; Mk 10:47; Acts 2:30; 13:23; Rom 1:3.”
  Rom 1:3, “concerning His Son, the One who was born from the seed of David in relation to the flesh.”

c.  The phrase “this man” points back to David in the previous verse: “I have found David, the [son] of Jesse, a man after My heart, who will do all My will.”


d.  The phrase “according to promise” refers to the Davidic covenant.  The Davidic Covenant says that the seed of the woman, the humanity of Christ, will descend from the tribe of Judah through the family of David, 2 Sam 7:8‑17; Ps 89:20‑37.  The two lines of our Lord originated from David and Bathsheba.  Their son Solomon’s line, given in Matthew, ends with Joseph, the legal but not real father of our Lord’s humanity.  Solomon’s line had the Coniah Curse and so was cut off from being the source of the Messiah.  Nathan’s line, found in Luke, ends with Mary, the source of the true humanity of Christ.



(1)  This covenant is given in 2 Sam 7:8‑17 (you should read this passage) and Ps 89:20‑37.  “I will establish his seed forever.”  Ps 89:28, “My unfailing love for him I will keep forever, and My covenant shall be confirmed to him (through the human nature of Jesus Christ).”  Ps 89:36, “His descendants shall endure forever and his throne as the sun before Me.”



(2)  Party of the first part, God, made a gracious disposition to party of the second part, David.  This is the divine promise to David that he would have a son [the Lord Jesus Christ] who would rule Israel forever.  It is the promise of the perpetuation of the Davidic dynasty.



(3)  While the Davidic line continued for about seventy-two years in the Northern Kingdom from 998‑926 B.C., and for over 400 years in the Southern Kingdom from 1000‑586 BC, this was not the fulfillment of the covenant.



(4)  The fulfillment of this covenant depends on the love and integrity of God and occurs in two increments.




(a)  The virgin birth of the humanity of Christ, classified as the First Advent, which we call the great power experiment of the Hypostatic Union.

 


(b)  The final fulfillment occurs at the Second Advent of Jesus Christ in His Millennial and eternal reign.  The Son of David will rule not only for the last 1000 years of human history, but forever and ever.



(5)  The Davidic Covenant defines the ruling family, the eternal authority of the client nation Israel under the rule of Christ.



(6)  Jer 22:28, 30 declares the curse on Coniah.  Josiah was king; his second son was made a vassal to Nebuchadnezzar after the fourth cycle of discipline at the battle of Carchemish.  As a reversionist, he destroyed copies of Scripture.  In Jer 36:29‑31 his death was prophesied (Jehoiakim).  His son was Coniah, who in 597 B.C. ruled for three months and ten days.  He was made a prisoner for thirty-six years.



(7)  The curse of Coniah said that Coniah would never have a son to sit on David’s throne in fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant.



(8)  This curse was fulfilled with the virgin birth, when Joseph (Solomon and Coniah’s line) became the legal but not the real father. Matthew traces Solomon’s line of the genealogy of Christ through Joseph.  Luke traces Nathan’s line of genealogy of Christ through Mary, 1 Chr 3:5 cf. Lk 3:23‑38.  The virgin birth was necessary because our Lord had to be born as Adam was created—minus the sin nature.



(9)  The Davidic Covenant cannot be fulfilled without the bodily physical resurrection of Christ, 2 Tim 2:8; Rom 1:3‑4; Acts 26:6‑8.



(10)  The Church Age presented a problem in the fulfillment of this covenant, but it was solved by the ascension and session of Christ which now allows for the Second Advent.


e.  “The significance of Jesus’ Davidic descent is emphasized in this address as it was in Peter’s address in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2:25-36.”

2.  “God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus,”

a.  The title “God” here refers to all three members of the Trinity with emphasis on God the Father.  God the Father brought Israel a Savior, a Deliverer.  Israel wanted their Deliverer to be a political deliverer from the oppression of the Roman Empire.  God wanted their Deliverer to first be a spiritual deliverer from the oppression of their sin nature.


b.  God kept His promise to Israel and sent them the Savior for whom they always longed.  And they immediately and continually rejected Him as testimony to Satan’s rejection of the love of God in eternity past.


c.  The title “Savior” is used of Jesus in 2 Pet 1:1, 11; 2:20; 3:2, 18; 2 Tim 1:10; Tit 1:4; 2:13; 3:6; Lk 2:11; Jn 4:42; Acts 5:31; 13:23; Eph 5:23; Phil 3:20; 1 Jn 4:14.

d.  “The name Jesus is not strictly a title for the person who bore it.  It is, however, a name with a meaning, being a Greek form of ‘Joshua’, that is, ‘Yahweh is salvation’.  The NT writers were well aware of this meaning (Mt 1:21).  The name thus indicated the function which was ascribed to Jesus, and this later found expression in the title Saviour, which was at first simply a description of the function of Jesus (Acts 5:31; 13:23; Phil 3:20) but then became part of his solemn title (2 Tim 1:10; Tit 1:4; 2 Pet 1:11).”

 
e.  Paul has now told these Jews what they had been waiting all their lives to hear: that the Messiah, the Savior of Israel had come.  This was the greatest news Paul or anyone else could ever announce to a Jew.  It is what the Jews longed for since before the Exodus and have been longing for during the last 2000 years.  The greatest news that could be given to a Jew was given to these Jews in this synagogue in Pisidian Antioch by the second greatest Jew of human history (Jesus being the greatest).


f.  Paul clearly identifies the Messiah, who had actually become a man, as the person named Jesus.  Paul will now continue to further identify who this Jesus is.
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