Acts 12:5
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 is the correlative use of the conjunctions MEN…DE, meaning “On the one hand…on the other hand.”  With this we also have the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, which marks the “continuation of a narrative; translated: so, now, then (‘a transitional particle relating clauses or sentences loosely together by way of confirmation’, Robertson).”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun PETROS, meaning “Peter.”  This is followed by the third person singular imperfect passive indicative from the verb TĒREW, which means “to retain in custody: keep watch over, guard someone/something—a prisoner Mt 27:36, 54; Acts 16:23; 12:5.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive and durative imperfect, indicating continuing past action.


The passive voice indicates that Peter received the action of being imprisoned and guarded.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun PHULAKĒ, which means “in the prison.”
“So on the one hand Peter kept on being guarded in the prison,”

 is the correlative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “on the other hand.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun PROSEUCHĒ, which means “prayer.”  This is followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: kept on being.”  This verb is used with the following present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb GINOMAI, meaning “to be made, be created, be manufactured, be performed (BDAG, p. 197)” to form a periphrastic construction—the use of two verbs to express a single verbal idea.


The imperfect tense and the present tense form the verbal idea of past, continuing action.


The active voice and the deponent middle/passive voice indicate that the subject, prayer, kept on producing the action of being made.


The indicative mood indicates a statement of fact.

With this we have the adverb of manner EKTENWS, which “pertains to being persevering in something: eagerly, fervently, constantly 1 Pet 1:22; Acts 12:5; Lk 22:44.”
  Then we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “by the church.”  This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of direction/place from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”  Finally, we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “for him” (see BDAG, p. 797, 1f) and referring to Peter.
“but on the other hand prayer kept on being made constantly by the church to God for him.”

Acts 12:5 corrected translation
“So on the one hand Peter kept on being guarded in the prison, but on the other hand prayer kept on being made constantly by the church to God for him.”
Explanation:
1.  “So on the one hand Peter kept on being guarded in the prison,”

a.  Luke now sets up a contrast between what Herod was trying to do to Peter and what the church was trying to do for Peter.  Herod was trying to keep him in prison.  The church was praying for his release.


b.  The statement that Peter kept on being guarded implies that Peter was arrested prior to the Passover and seven day feast of Unleavened Bread and continued to remain in prison during this period of time.


c.  Peter was not immediately released by the Lord.  Peter had to go through the testing of being uncomfortably chained to two guards twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, without relief, except when it was necessary for him to eat or go to the bathroom, in which I am certain the guards chained to him did not want to participate.


d.  Herod made it as uncomfortable for Peter as he could.  Herod the King probably greatly resented the message of Peter that Jesus was the King of Israel.  So Herod was getting his revenge against Peter and the proclamation of the leadership of the Church.

2.  “but on the other hand prayer kept on being made constantly by the church to God for him.”

a.  In contrast to Peter constantly being guarded, the believers in Jerusalem kept on constantly making intercession to God on behalf of Peter for his release and deliverance.


b.  The believers believed in the power of prevailing prayer; otherwise, they would not have kept on constantly praying for Peter.  They believed God would answer their request.


c.  These prayers of the church also indicate that they had no resentment of Peter because of his proclamation of the gospel to the household of Cornelius.


d.  The prayers are offered to God the Father on behalf of Peter.  Peter was probably praying as well, but not necessarily for his own release.  He was probably praying as our Lord had done in the Garden of Gethsemane that the will of God the Father be done, whatever that will might be.


e.  Persistence and perseverance in prayer for others is a repeated theme in the New Testament.  A few verses illustrate:



(1)  1 Thes 5:25, “Brethren, pray for us.”



(2)  2 Tim 1:3, “I keep on being grateful to God, whom I am serving with a pure conscience as my ancestors did, as I keep on having a constant memory concerning you in my prayers night and day.”



(3)  Acts 1:14, “All these were continually devoted with one mind to prayer, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.”



(4)  Acts 6:4, “But we will be devoted to prayer and to the ministry of the word.’”



(5)  Rom 12:12, “with reference to confidence be rejoicing; with reference to the pressure of undeserved suffering stand fast; with reference to prayer persist.”



(6)  Eph 1:16, “do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention in my prayers,”



(7)  Col 1:9, “For this reason we also, from the day we heard, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf that you might be filled with the full knowledge of His will [purpose, plan] by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding.”



(8)  Col 4:2, “Persevere in prayer, constantly being alert in it in the sphere of thanksgiving,”



(9)  1 Thes 1:2, “We give thanks to God at all times concerning all of you, personally making mention in our prayers,”



(10)  1 Thes 5:17, “pray constantly.”


f.  If you are not praying for others, then you are not executing the will of God for your spiritual life.  Prayer is one of the greatest weapons we have against the nefarious plans of Satan.  It was used very effectively on behalf of Peter on this occasion, which is why Luke included this story in his history.


g.  The church took prayer seriously as Jam 5:16c attests, “The prayer of the righteous believer has much power, when it is operational.”
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