Acts 11:24



 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “for or because” plus the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: he was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes the continuous past state of being without reference to its completion.


The active voice indicates that Barnabas produced the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun ANĒR and the adjective AGATHOS, meaning “a good man.”  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the adjective PLĒRĒS, which means “filled with” or “full of” plus the genitive of content from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA and adjective HAGIOS, meaning “the Holy Spirit.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive of content from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning both “faith” in its active sense of believing, trusting, or having confidence in something and in the passive sense of having what is believed or “doctrine.”  Barnabas had both faith and doctrine.  The emphasis in this context should probably be on doctrine, since what was needed for the mission in Antioch was the teaching of doctrine, which is why in the next verse Barnabas goes and gets Saul from Tarsus.  Faith was certainly needed, as it always is in any given situation, but the teaching of doctrine was far more critical at this point.
“for he was a good man, and filled with the Holy Spirit and doctrine.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb PROSTITHĒMI, which is used “of persons who are added to a group already existing, or who are attached to an individual, to whom they henceforth belong: to be added, associate Acts 2:41 and 5:14; to be brought to the Lord Acts 11:24.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the subject receives the action of being added or being brought.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun OCHLOS, meaning “a crowd or throng” (BDAG, p. 746) plus the adjective HIKANOS, meaning “a considerable, large.”  Finally, we have the dative of the indirect object/place from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOUS, meaning “to the Lord.”
“And a large crowd was brought to the Lord.”
Acts 11:24 corrected translation
“for he was a good man, and filled with the Holy Spirit and doctrine.  And a large crowd was brought to the Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  “for he was a good man, and filled with the Holy Spirit and doctrine.”

a.  Luke continues by explaining why Barnabas rejoiced and began to encourage everyone to remain true to the Lord.  Barnabas did so because he was a good man.

b.  Luke is clearly contrasting the God-created goodness of Barnabas with the antagonistic legalists of the Jerusalem church.

c.  Lk 18:19, “And Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call Me good?  No one is good except God alone.’”  The answer is that Jesus could be called ‘good’ because He was God.  However, Barnabas was not God.  So what gave Luke the right to say that Barnabas was ‘good’ in light of our Lord’s statement and the fact that Luke is writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Isn’t there a conflict here?  Not at all.  When a person believes in Christ, God imputes His very own righteousness to us.  On top of that there are those believes who live the spiritual life God has provided for them.  Barnabas was one such person.


d.  Barnabas had all the characteristics of being a good man: he was under the influence of God the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in his soul—the two spiritual powers in life that are optional for all of us to have and use.


e.  Being filled with the Spirit means being under the influence of God the Holy Spirit.  And God the Holy Spirit uses that which we have believed—the Bible doctrine in our souls—to influence us to do what He wants.  When we do this, God considers us to be ‘good’.  This was the life of Barnabas—being influenced by God the Holy Spirit through the Bible doctrine he had learned.

f.  Any believer has the opportunity to be considered a ‘good’ believer in the eyes of God.  They must be filled/influenced by the Holy Spirit and have faith in the word of God.


g.  There are two ways of looking at the word PISTIS, meaning “faith” and “doctrine.”



(1)  The active sense of the word PISTIS means to have confidence in someone or something else.  We call it having faith in someone or something.  This is the active function of our soul in trusting someone or something else.  Barnabas certainly had faith.  He had faith in the salvation of these Gentiles in Antioch and faith in the fact that they could and would grow in grace and the knowledge of the Lord.



(2)  The passive sense of the word PISTIS means what is believed, that is, the content of the word of God.  Barnabas certainly had the content of the word of God in his soul.


h.  Barnabas was a ‘good’ man in both the active and passive sense of the word PISTIS; he had faith, trust, and confidence in God and the word of God; and he had the word of God firmly established in his soul.


i.  Therefore, being under the influence of both the Holy Spirit and the word of God, the result is a ‘good’ believer by the name of Barnabas.


j.  It should also be remembered the Luke knew Barnabas personally.  Consider Paul’s statement in 1 Cor 9:6, “Or do only I and Barnabas not have the right to not work?”  This tells us the Barnabas was with Paul in 55-57 A.D., when Luke was also with Paul.  Also Col 4:10, “Aristarchus, my fellow-prisoner, greets you, and Mark, the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom, you have received orders: if he comes to you, receive him),” tells us that Barnabas was still working with Paul in 62 A.D. during Paul’s first Roman imprisonment, when Luke was also with Paul.  So Luke had known and worked with Barnabas from about as early as about 53 A.D. until Paul’s death in 68 A.D.  It was probably quite a treat for Luke to able to make this statement in Scripture about his friend.  No doubt Barnabas was a little embarrassed by this statement the first time he read it.

k.  “Luke lays such evident stress on proper qualification, that he seems to have considered divine gifts necessary in any one that was to address a congregation.”
  Sir William Ramsey hit on an important point here with regard to Barnabas.  Barnabas had a spiritual communication gift of some type, which was absolutely necessary for the work of encouraging all the new believers in the church of Antioch.
2.  “And a large crowd was brought to the Lord.”

a.  The result of the work of evangelization by the former members of the Jerusalem church plus the encouragement and teaching of Barnabas resulted in a large crowd of Gentiles being brought to the Lord.  The phrase “being brought to the Lord” is a metaphor for believing in Christ.  A large number of Gentiles believed in Christ and were saved.

b.  The phrase ‘a large crowd’ indicates a great number of people.  We are not told how many, but the implication is that it is far more than a household full of people, such as happened in Caesarea.  This crowd probably numbered in the hundreds if not thousands of people.

c.  The size of the crowd was so great that it called for the help of others in establishing the new church.  And Barnabas knew exactly who would be best qualified for this work.  Therefore, Barnabas leaves Antioch to find him.


d.  For the first time in the history of the Church, there will be a large Christian church established outside of Jerusalem and composed mostly of Gentiles rather than Jews.  This would precipitate a crisis in the minds of legalistic Jews in the Jerusalem church.  The body of Christ could not be composed of a bunch of ‘unclean’, uncircumcised Gentiles.  The storm clouds would begin to build in Jerusalem, while the grace of God continued to function in Antioch.
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