Acts 10:38



 is the appositional accusative direct object (‘Jesus’ is in apposition to the previous accusative noun HRĒMA = ‘the event’) from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the appositional accusative from the masculine singular article, meaning “the One” with the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the feminine singular proper noun NAZARA (also spelled NAZARETH), meaning “from Nazareth.” 
“Jesus, the One from Nazareth,”
 is the interrogative use of the adverbial conjunction HWS, meaning “how” (BDAG, p. 1104), followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb CHRIW, which means “to anoint, which means ‘setting a person apart for special service under divine direction’.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Then we have the dative of material
 from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA and adjective HAGIOS plus the connective conjunction KAI plus the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS, meaning “with the Holy Spirit and power.”
“how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power,”
 is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “Who” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIERCHOMAI, which means “to travel or move about go about from place to place; go about among the villages Lk 9:6; Acts 10:38.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the explanatory nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb EUERGETEW, which means “to render exceptional service, especially to a community, do good to, benefit someone Acts 10:38.”


The present tense is a historical/descriptive present, the action being contemporaneous with the historical aorist in the main verb.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle expresses the attendant circumstances of what Jesus did while traveling about.

Then we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb IAOMAI, which means “to heal: healing.”


The present tense is a historical/descriptive present, the action being contemporaneous with the historical aorist in the main verb.


The deponent middle/passive voice functions like an active voice, indicating that Jesus produced the action.


The participle expresses the attendant circumstances of what Jesus did while traveling about.
This followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all, everyone” plus the accusative masculine plural articular present passive participle from the verb KATADUNASTEUW, which means “to be oppressed, exploited, dominated Jam 2:6; of the tyrannical rule of the devil Acts 10:38.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who.”  With the adjective PAS it means “all those who.”


The present tense is a historical/descriptive present, which describes what was then occurring in the past (ten years ago).


The passive voice indicates that certain people received the action of being oppressed by the devil.


The participle is circumstantial and ascriptive.

Then we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular article and adjective DIABOLOS, meaning “by the devil.”
“Who went about doing good and healing all those who were oppressed by the devil,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and refers to God the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: was.”

The imperfect tense is a progressive imperfect
, which describes a past, continuing action.


The active voice indicates that God the Holy Spirit produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with Him.”
“because God was with Him.”

Acts 10:38 corrected translation
“Jesus, the One from Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, Who went about doing good and healing all those who were oppressed by the devil, because God was with Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Jesus, the One from Nazareth,”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “With reference to the word [the message of the gospel] which He sent to the sons of Israel, proclaiming peace [salvation/reconciliation] through Jesus Christ (He is Lord over all) you yourselves know the event which took place throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism which John proclaimed, Jesus, the One from Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, Who went about doing good and healing all those who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.”


(1)  The main thought here is “you yourselves know the event which took place” and the event that took place is further defined as “Jesus, Who went about doing good and healing.”



(2)  The life of Jesus is the event of human history.  There never was a greater event in human history than the life of our Lord Jesus Christ on earth with us.

b.  “Jesus was a Galilean, whose home was Nazareth, a village near Sepphoris, one of the two major cities of Galilee.”


c.  Peter clearly identifies the person whom he is talking about, so that there will be no misunderstanding.  There were many men named Jesus, but only one of significance from the city of Nazareth.  The Gentile hearers knew exactly who Peter was talking about.
2.  “how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power,”

a.  Bringing in the subject and main verb, the thought here is “you yourselves know how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power.”  The fact that the Holy Spirit was operational in the life of Jesus was plainly evident to all.  These Gentiles had heard all the stories about the miracles of Jesus and His fantastic teaching.  The life of Jesus was not a secret to them.  It was not as though they had never heard of Him.

b.  What does it mean to be anointed by God?



(1)  The basic meaning of being anointed by God is to be set apart for a special purpose or duty.  “In the case of the anointing of kings and prophets, however, the symbolism of the physical act seems to have gone beyond simply setting the person apart from others.  In such cases the anointing also served to convey power and ability to perform the function for which one was being anointed.”
  This was certainly true in the case of our Lord.


(2)  That Jesus would be anointed with the Holy Spirit was prophesied in:




(a) 
Isa 11:2, “And the Spirit [God the Holy Spirit] of the Lord [God the Father] will rest on Him [Jesus Christ], the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and power, the Spirit of knowledge and occupation with the Lord [God the Father].”




(b)  Isa 42:1, “Behold, My servant, whom I sustain; My chosen one in whom My soul delights.  I will put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations.”  The fulfillment of this prophecy is declared in Jn 3:34, “For He [God the Holy Spirit] whom God [the Father] has sent speaks the doctrines from God; for He does not give the Spirit by measure.”  Mt 12:28, “If I cast out demons by the Spirit of God [and I do], then the kingdom of God has come to you.”




(c)  Isa 61:1, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives and freedom to prisoners.”


(3)  The fulfillment of the OT prophecies of the Messiah’s being filled by the Holy Spirit is declared in:




(a)  As herald to the first advent of Christ, John the Baptist was said to be “filled with the Spirit out from His mother’s womb,” not “in His mother’s womb,” according to Lk 1:15.  “He [John the Baptist] will be filled with the Holy Spirit yet out from [EK not EN] His mother’s womb.”  If the herald was filled with the Spirit, then the same is true for the King.  Compare also Jn 3:34, “For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure.”



(b)  Mk 1:10, “Immediately coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him.”



(c)  Lk 4:14, “And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit.”




(d)  In the context of Lk 4:17-21 our Lord read from Isa 61:1, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.”  Then He declared, “This Scripture is fulfilled in your presence today.”




(e)  Ps 45:7, “You have  loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of joy above Your fellows” quoted in Heb 1:9, “You [the Incarnate Christ] have loved righteousness and have hated lawlessness; therefore, God [the Father], Your God, has anointed You with the oil of exultation rather than Your companions [the angels].’”


c.  “The word ‘Christ’ means anointed, both in its Hebrew form , Messiah, and its Greek form .”


d.  “Christ was anointed by the Spirit in some special way at the time of His baptism (Lk 4:18; Jn 1:32). This empowered Him for service for God (Acts 10:38).  Our Lord was also filled with and led by the Spirit (Lk 4:1; see also Jn 3:34; Isa 42:1) and He was empowered by the Spirit to do miracles (Mt 12:28).”



“(1)  Christ was filled with the Spirit (Luke 4:1).  The word here indicates that this was the characteristic of His life (as in Acts 6:3, 5).  It was not a momentary thing, but a relationship He had all of His life.


(2)  Christ was anointed with the Spirit (Luke 4:18; Acts 4:27; 10:38; Heb. 1:9).  This signified that He is the Messiah (Anointed One) and empowered Him for His prophetic ministry.


(3)  Christ rejoiced in the Spirit (Luke 10:21).  This was perhaps an evidence of His being full of the Spirit.


(4)  Christ was empowered by the Spirit throughout His life.  This was predicted by Isaiah (Isa 42:1–4; 61:1–2) and experienced by Jesus of Nazareth in His ministries of preaching (Lk 4:18) and doing miracles (Mt 12:28).


(5)  The Spirit’s ministry in the life of our Lord was related to Christ’s office as a Prophet.  At the beginning of His public ministry, He declared that the Spirit of the Lord was upon Him to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord (Lk 4:18).


(6)  The Spirit’s ministry also enabled Him to perform some of His miracles.  Some of the Lord’s miracles were undebatably done in the power of the Spirit.  This claim was what evoked the incident concerning the unpardonable sin (Mt 12:28, 31).  He also gave sight to the blind because the Spirit was upon Him (Lk 4:18).  In the Old Testament giving sight to the blind was a prerogative of God (Ex 4:11; Ps 146:8) and something Messiah would do (Isa 29:18; 35:5; 42:7).  Thus when the Lord restored sight to blind people He was making a clear claim to be Israel’s long-awaited Messiah.  One would expect the ministry of the Spirit (anointing and empowering) to be connected with this kind of miracle, which demonstrated that Jesus was the anointed Messiah.  In all the Old Testament there is no account of any blind person receiving sight. None of the Lord’s disciples was involved in restoring sight to any blind person.  Thus when Christ came on the scene of history and gave sight to so many blind people, this was a strong claim to His Messiahship.  More miracles of Christ in this category are recorded than in any other.  Matthew records the healing of two particular blind people (9:27–31), the general healing of the blind (11:5), the healing of blind people that provoked the unpardonable sin (12:22), additional unspecified numbers of blind cured (15:30), and the healing of blind people in the temple on Palm Sunday (21:14).  Mark records the opening of a blind man’s eyes at Bethsaida (Mk 8:22–26) and the restoration of sight to Bartimaeus and his friend at Jericho (10:46–52, also recorded in Matthew and Luke).  John records the healing of the man who was born blind (John 9).  And all of these were done in the power of the Spirit.


(7)  Development of His humanity. We may reasonably assume that the Spirit played a role in the development of the humanity of Christ (Lk 2:52; Heb 5:8).  His growth must have been related to the Spirit who filled and anointed Him.


(8)  Christ’s dependence.  He did depend on the Spirit for leading and for power, in some of the miracles at least.”


e.  “Jesus…claimed that the new age, the kingdom of God, was not merely imminent but was already effective through his ministry (Mt 13:41f; 13:16f; Lk 17:20f.).  The presupposition of this was clearly that the eschatological Spirit, the power of the End, was already working through him in unique measure, as evidenced by his exorcisms and successful deliverance of Satan’s victims (Mt 12:24–32; Mk 3:22–29), and by his proclamation of good news to the poor (Mt 5:3–6 and 11:5; echoing Isa 61:1f.).  The Evangelists of course were in no doubt that Jesus’ whole ministry had been in the power of the Spirit from the beginning (Mt 12:18; Lk 4:14, 18; Jn 3:34; also Acts 10:38).  For Matthew and Luke this special working of the Spirit in and through Jesus dates from his conception (Mt 1:18; Lk 1:35), with his birth in Luke announced by an outburst of prophetic activity heralding the beginning of the end of the old age (Lk 1:41, 67; 2:25–27, 36–38).  But all four Evangelists agree that at Jordan Jesus experienced a special empowering for his ministry, an anointing which was also evidently bound up with his assurance of sonship (Mt 3:16f; Mk 1:10f; Lk 3:22; Jn 1:33f), hence in the subsequent temptations he is enabled to maintain his assurance and to define what sonship involves…”
  What does sonship involve?  It involves obedience to the will of the Father, which is exactly how Jesus was immediately tested in the wilderness.


f.  God the Father gave the humanity of Christ the power of the filling or influence of the Holy Spirit and the power of the Word of God in His soul to live the perfect spiritual life.  The spiritual life of our Lord was perfect and was demonstrated for all to see.  The Gentiles to whom Peter is speaking were well aware that the life of Jesus was not like other people spiritually.  It was spiritually perfect.  His spiritual life was a demonstration of the perfection of His person.


g.  God the Father also permitted the deity of Christ to function periodically to demonstrate the power of His omnipotence, such as when He spoke in the Garden of Gethsemane [“I am He”] and the temple guard collapsed to the ground, Jn 18:6, when He walked on water, and when He calmed the storm on the Sea of Galilee with a simple command.
3.  “Who went about doing good and healing all those who were oppressed by the devil,”

a.  These Gentiles also know how Jesus went about doing good and healing.  The stories of His healing became widespread and well known.


(1)  Mt 4:24, “The news about Him spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, those suffering with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them.”


(2)  When the centurion’s servant was healed by Jesus (Mt 8:5ff), would this centurion not tell this to a fellow centurion in the same military unit in northern Israel?  Certainly he would, especially since both of these centurions were God-fearing Gentiles.  The story of this healing would hardly fail to be told amongst the soldiers of the Roman army in that area.



(3)  The widespread healing by Jesus is mentioned in:




(a)  Mt 8:16, “When evening came, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill.”



(b)  Mt 12:15-18, “But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there.  Many followed Him, and He healed them all, and warned them not to tell who He was.  This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: ‘Behold, My Servant whom I have chosen; My Beloved in whom My soul is well-pleased; I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles.’”




(c)  Mt 14:14, “When He went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion for them and healed their sick.”




(d)  Mt 15:30, “And large crowds came to Him, bringing with them those who were lame, crippled, blind, mute, and many others, and they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them.”




(e)  Mt 19:1-2, “When Jesus had finished these words, He departed from Galilee and came into the region of Judea beyond the Jordan; and large crowds followed Him, and He healed them there.”

b.  “It is characteristic of God to do good to the needy, as it was of Jesus, God’s anointed (Acts 10:38; Mk 3:4).  God does good to all men in his ordinary providence, showering on them the blessings of nature (Acts 14:17; Ps 145:9; Lk 6:35); and, as a perfect Father, he knows how to give good gifts to those who are his children through Christ (Mt 7:11).  God’s promise to ‘do good’ to his people is a comprehensive promise of blessing (Jer 32:40, cf. 24:6f) as the plea that God will ‘do good’ to them is a comprehensive prayer for it (Ps 51:18; 125:4).  In such passages the ‘good’ in question is the pledged blessing of the covenant; it is virtually ‘salvation’ (cf. Isa 52:7).”


c.  The title ‘devil’ is also used for Satan in Mt 4:1; 25:41; Lk 4:2; 8:12; Jn 13:2.

d.  Can the devil cause deafness, dumbness, blindness, paralysis, and disease?  Yes, he most certainly can.  In some cases God permits Satan to use disease as a form of punishment of believers, 1 Cor 11:30a, “For this reason among you many [are] weak and sick.”  Some people are born with these afflictions, which has nothing to do with the activity of Satan.  Their handicap is for an entirely different reason—an opportunity to glorify God.
4.  “because God was with Him.”

a.  Finally, Peter gives the reason why Jesus did good and healed all those who were oppressed by the devil—because God the Holy Spirit was with Him.

b.  God the Holy Spirit had the same influence on the humanity of Christ to do good as He does on us.  God the Holy Spirit influences us to do good, that is, to do what is right through His influence on our conscience.  In the case of our Lord, He had a perfectly pure conscience, with the result that the influence of the Spirit on His humanity was always listened to and obeyed.  Such is not the case with us.  Too often we are far more influenced by what we want to do than what God wants us to do.

c.  God the Holy Spirit not only fully influenced our Lord, but also taught Him the meaning of Scripture (remember that He grew in wisdom, Lk 2:52, “And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.”).  The same two ministries of the Holy Spirit to the humanity of Christ are given to us—the influence or filling of the Spirit and the teaching of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2:9-16).


d.  God the Holy Spirit had the same ministries in the spiritual life of the humanity of Christ as He does in our spiritual life.  This is why we share the same spiritual life as our Lord.  This is why we are called a new spiritual species, 2 Cor 5:17, “For this reason, if anyone [is] in Christ and he is, [he is] a new creature.”

e.  The humanity of Christ so totally manifest that God was with Him that the centurion at the Cross exclaimed, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” Mk 15:39.  If that centurion could recognize this truth, so would another centurion.
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