Acts 10:14



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun PETROS, meaning “Peter.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Peter produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the negative adverb MĒDAMWS, which means “By no means, certainly not, no stating a negative reaction Acts 10:14; 11:8.”
  Then we have the vocative masculine singular from the noun KURIOS, meaning “Lord” and referring to a person of deity, that is, the Lord Jesus Christ.
“But Peter said, ‘Certainly not, Lord,”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “for or because.”  Then we have the negative temporal adverb OUDEPOTE, which means “not at any time or never.”  With this we have first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the entire life of Peter into a whole and regards it from the standpoint of its completion thus far.


The active voice indicates that Peter has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “anything” plus the neuter singular adjectives KOINOS, meaning “profane or impure” (BDAG, p. 551), and AKATHARTOS, meaning “unclean or impure” (BDAG, p. 34).  The two adjectives are connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
“for I have never eaten anything impure and unclean.’”
Acts 10:14 corrected translation
“But Peter said, ‘Certainly not, Lord, for I have never eaten anything impure and unclean.’”
Explanation:
1.  “But Peter said, ‘Certainly not, Lord,”

a.  In contrast to the Lord’s command for Peter to rise, kill, and eat, Peter responses to the Lord with a negative statement to the effect that there is no possible way he is going to do this.

b.  There are several possible implications of this statement.


(1)  Peter’s negative response indicates that he thinks that Jesus is asking him to do something wrong.  In other words Peter implies that the Lord is asking Peter to commit a sin.  However, the Scripture says in Jam 1:13, “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.”  Peter thinks he is being tempted to do something wrong by God.  So in this respect Peter’s statement is full of presumptive arrogance.



(2)  Peter has rejected the authority of the Lord, refusing to do what he has just been told to do by the Lord.  This rejection of authority was only temporary, but it was still the refusal of Peter to do what he was told.



(3)  Peter may have thought that he was being tested by God and that by dogmatically refusing to eat an unclean animal he was passing the test.  Since the Lord does not reprimand Peter for his refusal to obey, we should give Peter the benefit of the doubt and not judge him too harshly at this point.

c.  Peter is not so much rejecting the authority of the Lord as he is not wanting to do anything wrong.
2.  “for I have never eaten anything impure and unclean.’”

a.  Peter continues his statement with an explanation of why he does not want to do what the Lord has told him to do.  Even though there are both clean and unclean animals in the sheet-like object Peter considers them all impure and unclean.  This is probably due to the Jewish concept that contact with the impure and unclean made the pure and clean impure and unclean.   This is why Jews would not eat with Gentiles.  The apostles had to get over the food restrictions of Mosaic Law before they could recognize the equality principle of Church Age doctrine that there is neither Jew nor Gentile, but all are one in Christ.

b.  Peter’s statement that he has never eaten anything impure or unclean indicates that he has been a faithful adherent of the deity rules and regulations of the Mosaic Law (Lev 11).

c.  This is not necessarily a statement of arrogance on Peter’s part (though it is always possible); it is more a statement of fact.  However, the statement is still presumptuous on Peter’s part, since he is telling the omniscient God what He has known from eternity past.

d.  Another implication of this statement is that Peter is suggesting that the Lord is asking him to do something wrong, which he has never done before.

e.  There are two possible ways of looking at this statement emotionally, which it is impossible for anyone to be dogmatic about:



(1)  Peter is arrogant, presumptuous, and indignant, which he highly unlikely considering the influence of the Spirit and his relationship with the Lord.



(2)  Peter in humility is trying to do the right thing and pass the test the Lord has placed before him.  Because the Lord does not reprimand Peter for what he says but continues to teach him the principle that He wants him to learn, this way of looking at Peter’s statement makes more sense.  The fact that the Lord’s point is made three times is an indication of teaching rather than reprimand.  And since the Lord did not take Peter’s statement as offensive, neither should we.

f.  Peter has yet to learn and remember the lesson taught by our Lord, which is mentioned in Mk 7:14-30.  Notice that immediately after declaring all foods clean (Mk 7:19) our Lord has an encounter with a Gentile woman.  The parallel between Mk 7 and what is happening to Peter and his encounter with Cornelius is obvious.
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