Acts 1:14



 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS with the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “All these” and referring to the eleven disciples.  Then we have the imperfect periphrastic construction, which is the combination of the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they were” plus the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb PROSKARTEREW, which means “to busy oneself with, be busily engaged in, be devoted to, with the dative of thing as the object Acts 1:14; Rom 12:12; Col 4:2.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, describing an action that continued in the past up to some unspecified point.  The present tense of the participle is a descriptive present for what was going on at that time.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood of EIMI is declarative for a simple statement of fact.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the adverb of manner/time HOMOTHUMADON, meaning “with one mind/purpose/impulse Acts 1:14; 2:46; 4:24; 7:57; 8:6; 12:20; 18:12; 19:29; Rom 15:6.”
  Then we have the dative of direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PROSEUCHĒ, which means “prayer.”

“All these were continually devoted with one mind to prayer,”

 is the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine plural noun GUNĒ, meaning “together with the women.”  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the instrumental of association from the proper noun MARIA, meaning “Mary” plus the appositional instrumental/dative from the feminine singular article and noun MĒTĒR plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “the mother of Jesus.”  Finally, we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the instrumental of association from the masculine plural article and noun ADELPHOS and the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His brothers” and referring to the half-brothers of our Lord.
“together with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.”

Acts 1:14 corrected translation
“All these were continually devoted with one mind to prayer, together with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.”
Explanation:

1.  “All these were continually devoted with one mind to prayer,”

a.  All eleven disciples were devoted to prayer.


b.  They are agreed with each other that a great deal of prayer was needed during the next ten days.


c.  Therefore, they continued to pray for God’s will, plan, and purpose to be executed in human history and in their individual lives.


d.  This was a time of waiting on the Lord, and therefore a time for prayer to the Lord.


e.  The main focus of the prayer would be thankfulness for the coming of the Holy Spirit as their Helper and Mentor.


f.  The unity among believers that would become so evident among the new royal family after Pentecost was beginning to take shape among the disciples.


g.  The principle of Rom 15:4-5 is seen here: “Now may the God who produces perseverance and encouragement give to you the same thinking among one another according to the standard of Christ Jesus, in order that with one motivation by one voice you may glorify the God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


h.  The principle of Heb 10:25 is also seen here: “not abandoning the assembling of ourselves, as the habit of some [is], but encouraging [the assembling of ourselves], even to a greater extent as you see the day drawing near.”


i.  This is also the fulfillment of the principle of:



(1)  Rom 12:12c, “with reference to prayer persist.”



(2)  Col 4:2-3a, “Persevere in prayer, constantly being alert in it in the sphere of thanksgiving, praying at the same time also concerning us that God may open for us a door of doctrine to proclaim the mystery of Christ.”

2.  “together with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.”

a.  The women have been previously identified by Luke in:



(1)  Mary Magdalene and Joanna are identified first by Luke in Lk 8:1-3, “Soon afterwards, He began going around from one city and village to another, proclaiming and preaching the kingdom of God. The twelve were with Him, and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others who were contributing to their support out of their private means.”



(2)  Lk 23:55-24:10, “Now the women who had come with Him out of Galilee followed, and saw the tomb and how His body was laid.  …Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James; also the other women with them were telling these things to the apostles.”



(3)  “Mary Magdalene is really Mary of Magdala, a town on the western shore of the Lake of Tiberias.  She accompanied Jesus on his last journey to Jerusalem with the other women (Mt 27:55; Mk 15:41; Lk 23:55).  They stood near the cross.  There Mary remained till all was over, and the body was taken down and laid in Joseph’s tomb. Again, in the earliest dawn of the first day of the week she, with Salome and Mary the mother of James (Mt 28:1; Mk 16:2), came to the sepulcher, bringing with them sweet spices, that they might anoint the body of Jesus. They found the sepulcher empty, but saw the “vision of angels” (Mt 28:5).  She hastens to tell Peter and John, who were probably living together at this time (Jn 20:1-2), and again immediately returns to the sepulcher.  There she lingers thoughtfully, weeping at the door of the tomb.  The risen Lord appears to her, but at first she knows him not.  His utterance of her name ‘Mary’ recalls her to consciousness, and she utters the joyful, reverent cry, ‘Rabboni’.  She would fain cling to him, but he forbids her, saying, ‘Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father.’  This is the last record regarding Mary of Magdala, who now returned to Jerusalem. The idea that this Mary was ‘the woman who was a sinner,’ or that she was unchaste, is altogether groundless.”



(4)  “Mary the wife of Clopas is mentioned (Jn 19:25, “But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.”) as standing at the cross in company with Mary of Magdala and Mary the mother of Jesus.  By comparing Mt 27:56 (“Among them was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee”) and Mk 15:40 (“There were also some women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the Less [or Younger] and Joses, and Salome), we find that this Mary [the wife of Clopas] and ‘Mary the mother of James the little’ are one and the same person, and that she was the sister of our Lord’s mother.  She was that ‘other Mary’ who was present with Mary of Magdala at the burial of our Lord (Mt 27:61; Mk 15:47); and she was one of those who went early in the morning of the first day of the week to anoint the body, and thus became one of the first witnesses of the resurrection (Mt 28:1; Mk 16:1; Lk 24:1).”



(5)  A comparison of all the NT passages gives us the following list of women involved in the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord.




(a)  Mary, the mother of Jesus.




(b)  The unnamed sister of Mary, the mother of Jesus.




(c)  Mary the wife of Clopas, mother of James the Less/Younger and Joseph/Joses.




(d)  Mary Magdalene.




(e)  The mother of James and John, the disciples of our Lord.




(f)  Salome.  Some scholars think that this is the name of the mother of James and John, the disciples of our Lord, while others say that this is the name of the unnamed sister of Mary, the mother of Jesus.  Some think that she is the same person as Mary, the wife of Clopas, and that Mary the wife of Clopas is the unnamed sister of Mary, which makes James the Less and Joseph the same two people as James and John, the sons of Zebedee, and also makes their mother (‘Mary Salome’) the sister of Mary the mother of Jesus, which then makes James and John (or James the Less and Joseph) the cousins of Jesus, which is why their mother asked for special treatment of them (to sit on the left and right hand side of Jesus when He came into His kingdom).  [See The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Vol 4, p. 286 for their attempt to explain this.]  As you can see scholarly speculation can get so far out of hand it becomes ridiculous.


b.  Mary, the mother of the humanity of Christ, Jesus (note the emphasis here on our Lord’s humanity by the use of the name ‘Jesus’) had followed her son to Jerusalem, watched His crucifixion, been at His empty tomb.


c.  The brothers of Jesus are mentioned in Mt 13:55, “Is not this the carpenter's son?  Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?”



(1)  James was the leader of the Jerusalem church as we shall see in Acts 15.  He is also the author of the NT epistle called “James.”  After Paul’s three years of seminary training in Arabia, Paul made a special visit to Jerusalem to see Peter and James, the Lord’s half brother, according to Gal 1:18-19, “Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas [Peter], and I stayed with him fifteen days, but I did not see another of the apostles except Jacob, the (half-) brother of the Lord.”  According to Paul, the resurrected Christ made a special appearance to James, 1 Cor 15:7, “Later He appeared to Jacob then to all the apostles.”  “Both the Jewish historian Josephus and the Christian Hegesippus (according to the fourth century church historian Eusebius) report that James was put to death by the priestly authorities in Jerusalem a few years before the destruction of the Temple (in A.D. 70).”
  He was martyred in 62 A.D.



(2)  We know nothing more about Joseph or Simon from the Bible.  However, “Later tradition reports that after James [the half-brother of our Lord] was martyred, Simon took over as leader of the Jerusalem church.”
 



(3)  Judas is the author of the NT epistle called “Jude” because of the statement of Jude 1:1, which identifies him as “the brother of James.”



(4)  Our Lord’s brothers did not believe in Him prior to His resurrection according to the statement of Jn 7:5, “For not even His brothers were believing in Him.”



(5)  However, their inclusion in this verse indicates that they did believe in Him after His resurrection.
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