2 Timothy 4:9



- is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb SPOUDAZW, which means “to proceed quickly, hurry, hasten 2 Tim 4:9, 21; Tit 3:12; to be especially conscientious in discharging an obligation, be zealous/eager, take pains, Make every effort, be conscientious with the infinitive following Gal 2:10; Eph 4:3; 1 Thes 2:17; 2 Tim 2:15; Heb 4:11; 2 Pet 1:10; 3:14; 2 Pet 1:15.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole all that Timothy must do to produce this action.


The active voice indicates that Timothy must produce the action.


The imperative mood is an emphatic entreaty by Paul.
“Make every effort”
- is the aorist active infinitive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole all the actions of Timothy in getting to Paul’s side.


The active voice indicates that Timothy will produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, meaning “in order to come” or simply “to come.”
Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of direction/place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to me” and referring to Paul.  Finally, we have the adverb of manner TACHEWS, which means “quickly, soon, without delay, as soon as possible Acts 17:15.”

“to come to me without delay;”
2 Tim 4:9 corrected translation
“Make every effort to come to me without delay;”
Explanation:
1.  “Make every effort”

a.  Paul has concluded the formal, instructional portion of his letter and now turns to final personal matters that affect both he and Timothy.  The most important thing that Paul needs of Timothy right now is for Timothy to make every effort to come to him.  This verb means to hurry and do whatever it takes to get to Paul as soon as possible.


b.  Timothy was to spare no expense, travel night and day, find the fastest possible transportation, in other words do whatever was necessary to get to Paul now.


c.  The grace of God would provide for Timothy everything necessary to execute this command, but it still required the volitional involvement of Timothy to execute Paul’s will, which in this case was also God’s will.


d.  Just as Timothy was to make every effort to come to Paul, so he was also to make every effort to execute the spiritual life God the Holy Spirit had provided for him.  This concept was taught by Peter about this same time:
2 Pet 1:2, “May grace and prosperity be multiplied to you by means of the full knowledge of God, that is, Jesus our Lord,”
2 Pet 1:3, “because His [the Lord Jesus Christ’s] divine power has bestowed on us all things with reference to life, even the spiritual life through the full knowledge of Him [God the Father] who called us to His own glory and virtue.”
2 Pet 1:4, “Through which things (pertaining to the spiritual life) He has bestowed on us His precious and great promises, in order that through these things you may become partners of the divine nature, after you have escaped from the corruption in the world because of lust.”
2 Pet 1:5, “Now for this very reason also, in order to make every effort, supply virtue with your doctrine, and with your virtue [supply] knowledge [gnosis];”
2 Pet 1:6, “and with your knowledge [supply] self-discipline, and with your self-discipline [supply] perseverance, and with your perseverance [supply] the spiritual life,”
2 Pet 1:7, “and with your spiritual life [supply] brotherly love, and with your brotherly love [supply] impersonal love.”
2 Pet 1:8, “For since these things belong to you and are increasing, they make you neither useless nor unfruitful as a result of your full knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
2 Pet 1:9 “For to the one who does not have these things, he is so near-sighted that he is blind, having forgotten the purification from his former sins.”
2 Pet 1:10, “Therefore, brethren, be even more eager to make your position and election a reality; for by doing these things you will absolutely never be ruined.”
2 Pet 1:11, “For in this manner [execution of verses 5-7—the protocol plan], your entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ [ultimate sanctification] will be richly supplied to you.”

e.  We have a similar statement made by Paul to Titus prior to his second Roman imprisonment in Tit 3:12 “When I send Artemas to you or Tychicus, make every effort to come to me at Nicopolis.  For I have decided to spend the winter there.”
2.  “to come to me without delay;”

a.  Paul needed Timothy’s help.  Paul needed Timothy’s companionship and friendship.  Paul also needed Timothy to bring the New Testament Scriptures Paul had written.  Paul also was in need of his favorite coat to shelter him from the cold at night.


b.  But Paul also needed to prepare Timothy personally for the disasters that were about to take place in the Church:



(1)  The Romans were marching through Judea and the Jews were about to be destroyed as a people.  This would send tremendous shock waves through the Church.



(2)  Several key apostles would be martyred.



(3)  Pastor-teachers would become prominent in the Church.



(4)  The New Testament Scriptures would have to be copied and widely circulated.



(5)  There would be more Roman persecutions and unfair treatment of Christians as if they were just another Jewish sect.


(6)  There would be satanic attack and opposition as never before with the removal of the apostles.



(7)  There would be the doctrinal attacks of false teaching and the infiltration of false teachers.



(8)  There would be tougher momentum testing, persecution, rejection of doctrine, and apathy as the temporary spiritual gifts were phased out and the permanent, less spectacular spiritual gifts for the Church took over.



(9)  There would be treachery and disloyalty among so-called “leaders” in the Church, such as Paul will describe in the next verse.

c.  It was critical for Paul to personally go over all these things face-to-face with Timothy, so that Paul could make sure that Timothy was mentally, emotionally, and spiritually prepared to deal with these things in his own Church, as well as help other pastors, who would certainly come to him for help and advice.


d.  Paul knew he had very little time left here on earth, and all these things were critical to prepare Timothy for what must be done in the years ahead.  Therefore, there was no time to waste.  Paul had a plan for what had to be done, but he wanted to make certain that plan was clearly communicated to his lieutenant.

e.  When God’s plan calls for action now, take action now.  Don’t put off until tomorrow, what God needs us to do today.
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