2 Timothy 4:8
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- is the adverbial use of the adjective LOIPOS, meaning “from now on, In the future, or henceforth.”  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb APOKEIMAI, which means “to put away for safekeeping; to reserve as award or recompense, reserve.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the action as a present, timeless fact without reference to its beginning, end, or result.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the crown or wreath of righteousness producing the action of being reserved in heaven for the mature believer.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of advantage from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “for me” and referring to Paul.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun STEPHANOS, which means “wreath or crown.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “of righteousness.”
“In the future a wreath of righteousness is reserved for me,”
- is the accusative direct object (and apposition with the masculine singular noun STEPHANOS) from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the ‘crown’ or ‘wreath’ just mentioned.  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb APODIDWMI, which means “to give or to reward.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.


The active voice indicates that the Lord will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “to me” and refers to Paul.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “that” with the article and noun HĒMERA, which means “on that day.”  Then we have the appositional nominative from the masculine singular article, the adjective DIKAIOS, which means “the Righteous, just, or fair” and the noun KRITĒS, meaning “Judge.”
“which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, will reward to me on that day;”
- is the negative OU, which means “not” plus the adverb of degree MONOS, meaning “only” followed by the continuative and coordinate use of the conjunction DE with the dative of indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “and not only to me.”  Then we have the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” with the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the dative of indirect object from the adjective PAS, meaning “to all” and used as a substantive referring to a particular type of believer.  This is followed by the dative indirect object from the masculine plural articular perfect active participle from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative, translated “to those who.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the existing state or results of a past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The active voice indicates that mature believers produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial and translated “to those who have loved.”
Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EPIPHANEIA, which means “appearance of Jesus’ first appearance on earth 2 Tim 1:10 and appearance in judgment 1 Tim 6:14; 2 Tim 4:1, 8; Tit 2:13 2 Thes 2:8 the appearance of his coming.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.

“and not only to me, but also to all those who have loved His appearance.”
2 Tim 4:8 corrected translation
“In the future a wreath of righteousness is reserved for me, and not only to me, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, will reward to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all those who have loved His appearance.”
Explanation:
1.  “In the future a wreath of righteousness is reserved for me,”

a.  The phrase “in the future” refers to the evaluation of all Church Age believers before the Judgment Seat or Evaluation Throne of Christ, which occurs after the resurrection of the Church, while the seven years of the Great Tribulation is occurring on the earth.

b.  The wreath or crown of righteousness is a decoration or reward for total fulfillment of spiritual progress in the spiritual life of any Church Age believer.  Any believer who executes the plan of God for his life by learning and living the spiritual life of the Church Age is eligible to receive this decoration and reward.

c.  The issue is not how far you go in the spiritual life, but whether or not you learn, obey, fulfill, and execute everything that God asks of us.  Any believer who is positive to doctrine and advancing in the spiritual life will receive the crown of righteousness.


d.  Paul knew that he was positive to doctrine, had learned doctrine, had obeyed the doctrine he learned, and had executed God’s will for his life as taught in that doctrine.  Therefore, he knew this reward was reserved for him personally in heaven.

e.  This same concept was also mentioned by Peter in 1 Pet 1:4, “in an imperishable inheritance not only undefiled but also unfading, having been guarded in the heavens for you.”
2.  “which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will reward to me on that day;”

a.  This reward, as well as all other decorations and rewards, will be rewarded to believers at the evaluation throne of Christ.  The entire royal family of God, that is, all Church Age believers will be evaluated by the Lord Jesus Christ.  This evaluation will take place in heaven before the evaluation throne or BĒMA of Christ.  The word BĒMA describes the platform and seat that was built after a battle for the commanding general of the Roman army, from which he would evaluate the performance of his troops and reward them for their accomplishments.

b.  The “day” that this occurs is the day of the Lord, which begins with the evaluation of the Church in heaven during the period of the Tribulation on earth.


c.  The Lord’s evaluation and decoration of believers will be perfectly right and fair.  There will be no complaints by any believer at the Evaluation Throne of Christ for what they receive or failed to receive.  Everyone will get exactly what they deserve, which in some cases will be nothing.  Jesus Christ has never been unfair to any of His creatures throughout all of human history, and He will certainly not be unfair to any part of His Bride, the Church.  Our Lord will do exactly what is right, fair, and just.  We will get exactly what we deserve.


d.  Those with positive volition to the word of God have absolute confidence that Jesus Christ will reward them according to their execution of the Father’s plan.


e.  Scripture.


(1)  Gen 15:1, “After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you; your reward shall be very great.’”


(2)  Ruth 2:12, “May the Lord reward your work, and your wages be full from the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to seek refuge.”


(3)  1 Sam 24:19, “For if a man finds his enemy, will he let him go away safely?  May the Lord therefore reward you with good in return for what you have done to me this day.”


(4)  Ps 58:11, “And men will say, ‘Surely there is a reward for the righteous; surely there is a God who judges on earth.’”


(5)  Prov 11:18, “The wicked earns deceptive wages, but he who sows righteousness gets a true reward.”


(6)  Prov 22:4, “The reward of humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, honor and life.”


(7)  Prov 25:22, “For you will heap burning coals on his head, and the Lord will reward you.”


(8)  Isa 40:10, “Behold, the Lord God will come with might, with His arm ruling for Him.  Behold, His reward is with Him and His recompense before Him.”


(9)  Isa 62:11, “Behold, the Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth, say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Lo, your salvation comes; behold His reward is with Him, and His recompense before Him.’”


(10)  Mt 5:12, “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”


(11)  Mt 6:1, “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.”


(12)  Mt 6:4, “so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.”


(13)  Mt 6:6, “But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.”


(14)  Mt 6:18, “so that your fasting will not be noticed by men, but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.”


(15)  Mt 10:41-42, “He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward.  And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.”


(16)  Lk 6:35, “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.”


(17)  1 Cor 3:8, “Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor.”


(18)  1 Cor 3:14, “If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.”


(19)  Col 3:24, “knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.  It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.”


(20)  Heb 10:35, “Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.”


(21)  Heb 11:26, “considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.”


(22)  2 Jn 1:8, “Watch yourselves, that you do not lose what we have accomplished, but that you may receive a full reward.”


(23)  Rev 22:12, “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.”
3.  “and not only to me, but also to all those who have loved His appearance.”

a.   The rewards and decorations for Church Age believers are not just for the spiritually elite pleroma believers, such as: apostles, prophets, pastor-teachers, and evangelists, but to any and every believer who is positive to the Word and will of God.  God does not just have blessings and rewards for a few believers.  He has blessings on deposit for every believer.  Every believer will be evaluated and there are rewards and decorations available from eternity past for all believers.


b.  Not all believers receive these rewards, because of their own negative volition to the word and will of God, but these rewards are forever on deposit for the believer as a part of the eternal will, plan, purpose, and promise of God from eternity past.


c.  Paul states one great qualifier for all members of the Church with regard to who does and does not receive a reward.  That great qualifier is their reciprocal love for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Not all believers are excited to see Christ return.  Those in apostasy and reversionism either don’t care or hate God so much they don’t want to have anything to do with Him.  These believers, who are enemies of the Cross of Christ, will receive nothing at the Evaluation Throne of Christ.

d.  The believer’s attitude toward the written word of God reflects their attitude toward the living word of God.  Those who hate Bible doctrine do not love the fact that Christ will return for His Bride.  Those who love Bible doctrine, also love the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore, they love and greatly anticipate His return.  Those who greatly anticipate our Lord’s return greatly anticipate receiving their rewards and blessings for the eternal state, as well as their opportunity to rule with Him during the millennium.

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 113). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 386). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
5

