2 Timothy 4:5



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But, However, Nevertheless.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to Timothy.  Then we have the second person singular present active imperative from the verb NĒPHW, which means literally “‘to be sober’; but is used in the NT only figuratively meaning to be free from every form of mental and spiritual ‘drunkenness’; that is, from excess, passion, rashness, confusion, etc.: be well-balanced, self-controlled 1 Thes 5:6, 8; 1 Pet 1:13; 4:7; 5:8; 2 Tim 4:5.”
  Being self-controlled is equivalent to being [self-disciplined], which is also the idea here.

The present tense is a customary present for what is habitually and generally expected to occur throughout one’s spiritual life and the ministry of any pastor.

The active voice indicates that the pastor is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “in the sphere of all things” and refers to every circumstance of life.
“But you continually be self-controlled in all things;”
- is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb KAKOPATHEW, which means “to suffer misfortune 2 Tim 2:9; Jam 5:13; (2) bear hardship patiently.”
  It means “to suffer distress, withstand trouble, or endure hardship.”
  “In rendering ‘endure suffering,’ one must often expand somewhat the number of lexical items in order to convey the correct meaning, for example, ‘continue doing what you should even though you are suffering’ or ‘remain firm even though people cause you suffering.’”
  The word KAKOS, which is contained within this word, means “evil.”  The verb therefore means to endure the evil of others who don’t want to hear what you have to say.

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers up the entire ministry of a person into a single whole and regards as a reality and fact.


The active voice indicates that every positive believer, especially the man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, must produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command.
“endure opposition from evil;”
- is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun ERGON, which means “the work.”  This is followed by the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, perform.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action expected throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that the pastor-teacher (and by application the positive believer) is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the subjective genitive from the masculine singular noun EUAGGELISTĒS, which means “of an evangelist.”  This is a person with a special spiritual gift as mentioned in Eph 4:11.
“do the work of an evangelist;”
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DIAKONIA with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your public service, office, or ministry.”  Finally, we have the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb PLĒROPHOREW, which means “to fulfill” or “to carry out the duties and responsibility” of an assigned task.  The verb PHOREW means “to bear or carry.”  The noun PLĒROMA means “full, complete.”  Together they mean to carry out something fully or completely; to completely carry out something.

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action expected throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that the pastor-teacher (and by application the positive believer) is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“completely carry out your ministry.”
2 Tim 4:5 corrected translation
“But you continually be self-controlled in all things; endure opposition from evil; do the work of an evangelist; completely carry out your ministry.”
Explanation:
1.  “But you continually be self-controlled [self-disciplined] in all things;”

a.  In contrast to the false teachers and reversionistic believers who don’t want to hear the word of God, Paul gives an order to Timothy (and by extension all men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher) to keep on being self-disciplined, self-controlled, and free from any emotional control of the soul in all areas of the spiritual life.

b.  The verb NĒPHW, which originally meant ‘to be sober’, was only used figuratively in the New Testament, meaning to be free from any mental or spiritual excess.  The idea here is that the pastor cannot be mentally, emotionally, or spiritual ‘drunk’.  He cannot have his passions for anything in life overrule his spiritual common sense.  He cannot be rash in his decisions, behavior, or judgments.  He must be well-balanced mentally, emotionally, and spiritually.


c.  Therefore, he must have self-control and self-discipline.

d.  Related Scripture.



(1)  1 Thes 5:6, “Consequently therefore let us not sleep as the rest, but be alert and self-controlled.”


(2)  1 Thes 5:8, “But since we are of the day, let us be self-controlled, having put on the breastplate of doctrine and virtue love, and the helmet, the confidence of salvation.”


(3)  1 Pet 1:13, “For this reason prepare your mind for action, be self-controlled, have absolute confidence in the grace which is being brought to all of you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”


(4)  1 Pet 4:7, “But the end of all things is near.  Therefore, be self-controlled and calm for the purpose of prayers.”


(5)  1 Pet 5:8, “Be self-controlled, be alert, your enemy, the devil, is walking around like a roaring lion, stalking someone to devour.”

e.  Self-discipline and self-control is a volitional issue.  Just as the person who rejects doctrine and turns toward false doctrine, so the pastor must constantly make the right decisions to stay self-controlled, when a person or persons in his congregation decide to do this.  He cannot react to them and take it out on them or the rest of the congregation mentally, emotionally, or spiritually.


f.  The phrase “in all things” was added by God the Holy Spirit for a purpose.  Any area of life can cause a pastor to react and get “out-of-control.”  Therefore it is imperative that he guard himself in all things, so that he maintains the stability of the spiritual life.  The filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul provide a spiritual stability that prevents a person from becoming uncontrollable in their mental, emotional, and spiritual functions.  They are relaxed, stable, calm, poised, and under control in times of great prosperity, great danger, great tragedy, or any other circumstance of life.  Nothing else in the world provides this type of self-discipline and self-control; only the balance of the influence of God the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul can do it.

g.  Since Paul issued a command, this means that it is possible to execute this command.  God never gives us commands we are not capable of executing.  Also, God never gives us a command without also providing the necessary means of executing that command.  The means of executing this command is the filling of the Spirit, which is given to us at regeneration and then renewed again and again whenever we use the spiritual recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.  God the Holy Spirit cannot and does not work in a vacuum.  There must also be the balance of Bible doctrine resident in our soul to complement the filling of the Spirit.


h.  The pastor-teacher must be self-disciplined and self-controlled regardless of what is happening in his congregation.  He must remain “level-headed” and provide the leadership and direction for the sheep.

2.  “endure opposition from evil;”

a.  The second in the series of critical commands for the pastor is that he must endure, put up with, withstand, and bear patiently the opposition that will come from evil.  Any pastor, who is doing his job correctly, will suffer opposition from evil.  The evil comes in many forms:



(1)  It can be from family, friends, neighbors, or acquaintances.



(2)  It can be from the deacons, the congregation, an individual in the congregation, or a splinter group in the congregation.



(3)  Satan uses demons to influence people to reject and turn against a pastor who is doing his job as God intended.


b.  The evil will be: rejection of the message of the pastor; rejection of the person of the pastor; legalistic attacks on the lifestyle of the pastor.  Regardless of the kind or type of opposition from evil, the attacks will be real and directed at attempting to get the pastor to stop teaching what he is teaching or change the way he is teaching, or avoid certain topics when he teaches.

c.  The pastor is to be prepared for these attacks and this rejection and is expected to live with it and keep on doing his job.


d.  God does not demand that he do anything about people’s rejection of his message.  Why?  They have not rejected him, they have rejected the Lord, 1 Sam 8:7, “The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them.’”

e.  The pastor is not commanded to fix the problems of negative volition, because he cannot fix the problems of negative volition.  All he can do is teach the truth and let people decide whether or not they will accept it.

f.  Therefore, when people go negative to doctrine the pastor must endure it.  He cannot change it, so all he can do is endure it and keep teaching, and this is exactly what God is commanding him to do here.
3.  “do the work of an evangelist;”

a.  The third command for the pastor-teacher is to do the work of an evangelist.  The evangelist is responsible for presenting the gospel to the unbeliever.

b.  In every church there are unbelievers.  Usually they are friends and family members that go just because their spouse or children go.  They tag along for the social life, but not for the word of God.  The pastor has the responsibility of evangelizing these people within the church, just as the man with the spiritual gift of evangelist has the responsibility for evangelizing unbelievers outside the church.


c.  The command is fulfilled by presenting the gospel as a part of the teaching of the word of God under two circumstances: whenever it comes up in the passage being taught.; whenever someone new enters the worship service whom the pastor does not know and therefore could potentially be an unbeliever.  This is relatively easy for the pastor with a small congregation.  However, with a very large congregation it may be necessary to present the gospel as a normal part of every worship service.  Flexibility is essential.


d.  This command is not a command for the pastor to stand on street corners and take his study time up with trying to evangelize people.  This is a misapplication of the principle here.


e.  The application for the believer is that we are all ambassadors for Christ, and as such we are expected to give the gospel to others whenever we have the opportunity.  So must the pastor from the pulpit and his normal activities in life.
4.  “completely carry out your ministry.”

a.  The last command is an overarching command that states the general principle for the man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  If you have the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher and God has given you a pulpit, then you are responsible for carrying out your God-given service or ministry to the fullest.

b.  This means two things:



(1)  Do everything that God expects of you, neglecting nothing.



(2)  Do everything to the best of your ability and with maximum effort.  There is no place for laziness in the ministry.  There is no place for a pastor burning himself out to the point of physical harm.  God does not expect this of him.

c.  God does expect that the pastor work hard to the point of exhaustion.  However, when you reach that point, you don’t go beyond it and do physical harm to yourself.  That’s idiocy.  When an athlete reaches the point of exhaustion, the coach takes him out and gives him a break before putting him back in the game.  God the Holy Spirit does the same thing for the pastor.  For example, I study every day.  But there comes a point each day when my mind can no longer concentrate and process what I am thinking correctly.  My brain gets so tired, I start making mistakes in thinking, typing, etc.  That’s when I know I either have to take a break, a nap, or quit for the day.

d.  The pastor needs to temper himself for the marathon.  You don’t run a marathon by sprinting until you reach total muscle fatigue.  He runs the good race, which means running under control with self-discipline, doing everything that God expects of him and for which God the Holy Spirit has trained him.


h.  Completely carrying out one’s ministry means:


(1)  Learning the spiritual life completely from the New Testament Scriptures.



(2)  Learning and using the spiritual skills and problem solving devices in our own spiritual life.



(3)  Teaching our congregation as often as possible all that God has provided for us to teach them.



(4)  Not getting discouraged, despondent, overcome by evil, reacting to others, or becoming entangled by the lust pattern of our sin nature.



(5)  Setting the example of love for both the Living Word, Jesus Christ, and the 
written word of God by learning, teaching, and applying it on a daily basis.
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