2 Timothy 4:3
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- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: there will be.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, a period of human history producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun KAIROS, which means “a time” or “a period of time” without emphasis on precise chronology.  Then we have the adverb of time HOTE, which means “when.”  This is followed by the objective genitive from the feminine singular articular present active participle from the verb HUGIAINW, which means “to be sound or free from error: be correct, used figuratively in the Pastoral Epistles with reference to Christian teaching: 1 Tim 1:10, 6:3; 2 Tim 1:13, 4:3; Tit 1:9, 13; 2:1-2, 8.”
  The participle is an ascriptive participle, being used as an adjective modifying the noun which follows.  With this we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun DIDASKALIA, which means “teaching, instruction.”  Then we have the strong negative OUK, meaning “not” with the third person plural future middle indicative from the verb ANECHW, which means “to regard with tolerance: endure, bear with, or put up with.”


The future tense is a predicative future, which affirms what will certainly take place.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which lays stress or emphasis on the volition of the person(s) producing this action.  This emphasizes personal responsibility.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“For there will be a time when they will not endure correct teaching,”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference or respect from the feminine plural article, adjective IDIOS, meaning “one’s own” and noun EPITHUMIA, meaning “lusts, desires.”  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “to themselves.”  Then we have the third person plural future active indicative from the verb EPISWREUW, which means “‘heap one thing upon another’ ‘to pile up in addition’, then by figurative extension to heap up in the sense: to accumulate a great many teachers 2 Tim 4:3.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.


The active voice indicates that these reversionistic, apostate, degenerate believers will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun DIDASKALOS, meaning “teachers” and referring to false teachers of the word of God, who teach the doctrine of demons.
“but according to their own desires they will accumulate to themselves teachers,”
- is the appositional nominative masculine plural present passive participle from the verb KNĒTHW, which means “‘scratch’ in Hellenistic Greek, but meant to itch in Attic Greek, used in the passive with an active sense, meaning: to feel an itching.  It is used figuratively of curiosity that looks for interesting and juicy bits of information.  This itching is relieved by the messages of the new teachers.”
  Used with the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun AKOĒ, meaning “the ear” it became  an idiom (literally ‘to itch with respect to hearing’) to have one’s ears tickled by what is heard—’to desire to hear what one wants to hear, to be desirous of hearing.’ ‘they will heap up for themselves teachers, since they desire simply to hear what they want to hear’.”
  “Itching” ears are ears disposed to hear only what is agreeable to their understanding.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is going to happen at the end of the Church Age.


The passive voice is a deponent passive, being passive in form, but active in meaning, apostate believers producing the action.


The participle is a causal participle, indicating the ground or reason or cause of the action of the main verb to not endure, put up with, or tolerate sound, correct doctrinal teaching.  It can be translated by the word “because of” or “since.”
“because of itching ears.”
2 Tim 4:3 corrected translation
“For there will be a time when they will not endure [put up with, tolerate] correct teaching, but according to their own desires they will accumulate to themselves [false] teachers, because of itching ears.”
Explanation:
1.  “For there will be a time when they [believers] will not endure [put up with, tolerate] correct teaching,”

a.  Paul now explains why it is so important for the pastor-teacher to make it a priority to publicly proclaim the Word whenever possible.  It is imperative to teach the word of God because believers will not always be willing to listen.

b.  Negative volition to the word of God will continue to increase as the Church Age progresses.

c.  Many believers get bored with and tired of hearing the teaching of God’s word.  This is a function of the lust pattern of the sin nature distracting the believer from his number one priority in life.


d.  In the life of every believer there will come a time when they are challenged and tested in the spiritual life to keep their momentum going.  Those who pass the test continue on to spiritual maturity and the pleroma status of being filled with all the fullness of God.  However, many believers become distracted and fall into reversionism, perpetual carnality, and Christian degeneracy.


e.  God gives both individual and collective warnings to believers who will not endure correct doctrinal teaching.  Some heed the warnings, rebound, and get moving again.  Many pay no attention and ruin their own lives and the lives of others around them.

f.  Arrogant believers cannot endure or tolerate correct doctrinal teaching because it steps all over their toes and makes them see themselves for what they really are.  Naturally they don’t like what they see and rebel against doctrine, or they don’t care what they see and become antagonistic to doctrine and the teacher of doctrine.


g.  When negative believers can no longer put up with correct doctrinal teaching they do one of several things.  Some start a conspiracy to get rid of the pastor, so that they don’t have to listen to correct doctrinal teaching any more, but can get someone to tell them what they want to hear.  Some leave the church to start their own church, where they can better control the pastor and what he teaches.  Some simply leave the church and turn their backs on the spiritual life altogether.  Some hang around the church and become troublemakers from time to time, but continue with their negative volition as a test of other believers who are positive.

h.  Not only do individual believers go through a time when they cannot endure correct doctrinal teaching, but individual churches, and even nations go through this same historical trend.


i.  Correct or sound doctrinal teaching is a direct attack on satanic viewpoint, and Satan will not let it continue unchallenged.  Therefore, the pastor must be prepared to endure periods of negative volition within his congregation; sometimes from a few and sometimes from many.    Regardless of the reaction of a few or many in the congregation, the pastor-teacher must faithfully continue to teach correct, accurate, sound doctrinal principles to his congregation when it is convenient (when they are positive) as well as when it is inconvenient (when they are negative).

j.  Rejection of correct doctrine does not happen immediately.  It takes time.  Reaction to and rejection of doctrine from negative volition builds up over a period of months and years.  Repetition is one of the favorite excuses of negative volition.  Arrogance hates to have to listen to the same thing again and again.  Arrogance says, “I’ve heard that already; I understand that; let’s move on.”  Repetition of doctrinal principles puts pressure on arrogance, which it cannot tolerate, cannot endure, and will not put up with.


k.  Therefore, the longer a pastor teaches, the more he will repeat.  The more he repeats, the more pressure is put on arrogance.  Then the time will come when the arrogance of negative volition can no longer stand the pressure and it explodes.
2.  “but according to their own desires they will accumulate to themselves [false] teachers,”

a.  The positive believer endures correct repetitive doctrinal teaching, but the negative believer cannot.  There is a strong and dramatic contrast between those who love doctrine and those who do not.

b.  The arrogance of negative believers cannot stand to do nothing.  The pressure of the lust pattern of the sin nature is so great from arrogance that it must do something. Therefore, arrogance implodes and then explodes into fragments that burst into different directions according to the lust pattern of the person so involved.


c.  The negative believer does not see himself or herself as the source of the problem.  The problem must lie outside self.  Therefore, the negative believer searches for a scapegoat.  That scapegoat is the pastor-teacher.  Their self-justification is: “If he weren’t teaching what he is teaching, then I wouldn’t be unhappy.  Therefore, if I can get rid of him, I’ll feel better about myself and my life.”

d.  So negative volition begins a crusade to either get rid of the pastor or go somewhere else and find a pastor they like.  When arrogant leaders control a congregation, they remove the pastor.  When humility controls the leadership of the congregation, then individual arrogant believers leave the congregation.

e.  Some believers will go after one type of pastor and others will go after another type of pastor.  It all depends on the lust pattern of the sin nature.  For example, if the lust pattern of the sin nature is toward sexual lust, then the negative believer wants a pastor who never talks about sexual sins.  If the lust pattern is toward approbation and power lust, then the negative believer wants a pastor who extols the “virtues” of being popular, well thought of by others, well-liked, and influential over others.


f.  Notice that the word “teachers” is in the plural.  Why?


(1)  Negative volition is never satisfied.  Negative believers will go from church to church, from pastor to pastor.  No one will ever be exactly what they want.  No one will ever satisfy them.


(2)  Arrogance cannot be satisfied.  Arrogance cannot be content with the pastor God has provided.



(3)  Negative volition wants a plurality of pastors, so it can have someone out of the group of pastors to like.



(4)  Negative volition will not settle down to one man’s ministry, because arrogance doesn’t want any one pastor “telling them what they can or cannot do.”  The true pastor never tells believers what they can or cannot do.  He teaches God’s word.  The problem is that arrogance is never objective and takes everything personally, then rationalizes that no one has the right to “tell me what to do.”  This has been Satan’s attitude since his fall—“God does not have the right to tell me what to do.”

g.  When the arrogant believer doesn’t like what he hears from one pastor, he turns to another pastor.  The problem is that he keeps turning in his downward spiral into reversionism and degeneracy.

3.  “because of itching ears [hearing only what they want to hear].”

a.  Finally, Paul hits the nail on the head with the real problem—negative volition will only listen to what it wants to hear.  The phrase “itching ears” is a Greek idiom.  The English idea that matches this idiom is that a person only hears what he wants to hear.

b.  The word picture here is of a person who has something constantly irritating his ear, so that he has to scratch it to make it stop.  The problem is that no matter how much he scratches, the irritation is still there.  It will not stop.  The doctrinal teaching of the genuine pastor is the irritant to the ear of the negative believer.


c.  The negative believer tries to solve the irritation of having to listen to correct doctrinal teaching by changing the person to whom they have to listen.


d.  Even if the negative believer leaves the church never to come back, they still hear the word of God ringing in their ears from time to time, and they can’t make it stop.


e.  Some negative believers want something new taught all the time, thinking that this will stop the irritation.  Some negative believers want a new teacher all the time, thinking that this will stop the irritation.


f.  The problem for the negative believer is his negative volition.  Nothing will make the irritation of his negative volition go away except his own change of mind, his own recovery.


g.  Negative volition will listen to only what it wants to hear, and it does not want to hear again that it is negative to God’s word.  Negative volition can’t stand to be reminded constantly of what is wrong with it.  Negative volition will do anything to get rid of the irritant of correct doctrinal teaching.


h.  The pastor-teacher must be aware of this and be ready for the implications that come from this, such as: rejection, antagonism, ridicule, and rebellion.  Paul was preparing Timothy to face what would inevitably be the case in his ministry, just as Paul had to face the same situation in Corinth during his ministry.
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