2 Timothy 4:20



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ERASTOS, which we transliterate as “Erastus.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb MENW, which means “to remain, stay.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which presents the action as a historical fact in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Erastus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun KORINTHOS, which is translated “at Corinth.”
“Erastus remained at Corinth,”
- is the mild adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper name TROPHIMOS, which we transliterate as “Trophimus.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOLEIPW, which means “to leave behind 2 Tim 4:13, 20; Tit 1:5.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which presents the action as a past historical fact in its entirety.

The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun MILĒTOS, which we transliterate as “at Miletus.”
“but I left Trophimus behind at Miletus”
- is the appositional accusative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ASTHENEW, which means “to be sick” as in Phil 2:26f; Jam 5:14.

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was currently going on at that time Paul left him behind.


The active voice indicates that Trophimus produced the action of being sick.


The participle is a causal participle, indicating the reason why Paul left Trophimus at Miletus and is translated “because he was sick.”
“because he was sick.”
2 Tim 4:20 corrected translation
“Erastus remained at Corinth, but I left Trophimus behind at Miletus, because he was sick.”
Explanation:
1.  “Erastus remained at Corinth,”

a.  Erastus was a Christian from the city of Corinth.  He was evangelized by Paul during Paul’s first missionary journey there.


b.  He was the city treasurer of Corinth, Rom 16:23, “Gaius, my host and [the host] of the entire church, greets you.  Erastus, the city treasurer, greets you, also the brother Quartus.”  Paul wrote the letter to the Romans from Corinth, while Erastus was still the city treasurer.


c.  His name is also found on a Latin inscription in Corinth, which mentions him as a city official: “procurator of public buildings.”


d.  Acts 19:21-22 tells us that Erastus became a traveling companion of Paul after Paul’s evangelization of him at Corinth, and Paul had such confidence in him that he sent him with Timothy to visit the churches in Philippi and Thessalonica, “Now after these things were finished, Paul purposed in the spirit to go to Jerusalem after he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, saying, ‘After I have been there, I must also see Rome.’  And having sent into Macedonia two of those who ministered to him, Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while.”

e.  Erastus probably had the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher and therefore joined Paul’s traveling seminary.  He was with Paul in Corinth when Paul wrote his epistle to the Roman church in 57-58 A.D.  Therefore, he remained a part of Paul’s team for the last ten years of Paul’s life, minus the two years of Paul’s Caesarian imprisonment.  (Paul probably reformed the team during the first Roman imprisonment, when he was so highly regarded and protected by the Praetorian Guard.)


 f.  However, upon Paul’s arrest in Illyricum, Paul would naturally send Erastus directly south to Corinth.

g.  Paul doesn’t tell us who made the decision for Erastus to remain at Corinth, but it was probably a mutual decision in which Erastus would have informed Paul of the conditions in the church of Corinth and make a recommendation on whether or not he should stay there.  Paul probably made the final decision to have Erastus remain there, knowing how much Corinth was in need of strong leadership.


h.  Erastus’ seminary training was over.  He would now be the pastor of the Corinthian church.

2.  “but I left Trophimus behind at Miletus”

a.  Trophimus was one of the really great companions of Paul.  His name means: ‘a foster child’.

b.  Paul had Trophimus remain behind at Miletus, the seaport city of Asia Minor, thirty-six miles south of Ephesus.

c.  Miletus was the famous church where Paul gave his final address to all the pastors of Asia Minor before departing for Jerusalem.  Acts 20:15ff.


d.  “Trophimus’ home was in Ephesus:



(1)  Acts 20:4, “And he was accompanied by Sopater of Berea, the son of Pyrrhus, and by Aristarchus and Secundus of the Thessalonians, and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia.”  (The Western text reads “Ephesians” rather than “Asia”.)  Acts 21:29, “For they [the Jewish unbelievers in Jerusalem] had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city [Jerusalem] with him [Paul], and they supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple.”


(2)  He accompanied Paul on his third missionary journey, Acts 20:4.



(3)  He was a companion of Paul on his last journey to Jerusalem, Acts 21:29.


(4)  His presence with Paul in Jerusalem was used as an excuse for Paul’s arrest (Acts 21:26–31).  When Trophimus and Paul had been in Jerusalem about one week, certain Jews from Asia stirred up a crowd with accusations aimed at Paul.  They had seen him in the temple (Acts 21:27).  They had also recognized Trophimus as an Ephesian, and they knew that he had accompanied Paul on his daily excursions throughout the city (v 29).  Thus, they concluded, Paul had committed a capital offense against Jewish law by taking Greeks (“Gentiles”) into the temple (v 28), thereby defiling the holy place.”


e.  Trophimus had the great test of being the object of a public lie.  (The Jews saying that he went beyond the court of the Gentiles in the Temple.)  Not only would he have known better from the teaching of Paul, but the area was clearly marked with many signs.  Paul was trying to ‘keep the Law’ at this time to get a hearing from the Jewish unbelievers.  He would not have done something so foolish.  But Trophimus became the scapegoat for the Jewish uprising against Paul.  There were probably many Christians who gossiped about what happened to Paul in Rome, and certainly there would have been stories about how Trophimus had somehow done something wrong and Paul got arrested for it.  So Trophimus probably had to put up with a lot of lies, gossip, and stories about himself that were untrue.

f.  However, the events in Jerusalem did not deter his spiritual growth and advance.  He supported Paul even when he knew Paul was wrong and violating the will of God.  He was faithful to Paul, even when Paul was in reversionism.
3.  “because he was sick.”

a.  Paul adds the reason why he left Trophimus behind.  Trophimus had not done anything wrong.  Paul wasn’t trying to get rid of him.  Trophimus was simply sick and could not travel at that time.  There was no sense risking his life by having him continue to travel.

b.  The natural place to leave him was at Miletus, since it was so close to Trophimus’ home town of Ephesus (36 miles), and was one of the principle seaports of the Roman Empire for travel to Rome, should Trophimus recover quickly and be able to continue to catch up with Paul in Rome.

c.  Paul placed Erastus and Trophimus back at their home churches, so they could pick up the colors and carry on with God’s plan for their lives after Paul’s departure.  Paul ensured they were in the right place geographically to execute God’s plan for their life after he was gone.


d.  As a leader Paul did everything he could to set up others for success after his departure.  This is one of the things for which the pastor-teacher is responsible.  He is to set up his congregation for success and the continued execution of the spiritual life after he is gone.


e.  Paul didn’t abuse those who supported him.  He didn’t drag Trophimus along with him while Trophimus was sick.  Paul ensured Trophimus would get the right care at the right place at the right time.  Certainly Luke the physician was involved in helping make this decision.
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