2 Timothy 4:2



- is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb KERUSSW, which means “to make a public declaration, proclaim publicly.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which in the imperative mood is “a solemn or categorical command.  The stress is not ‘begin an action’, nor ‘continue to act’.  Rather, the stress is on the solemnity and urgency of the action; thus “I solemnly charge you to act—and do it now.”  This is the use of the aorist in general precepts.  Although the aorist is here transgressing onto the present tense’s turf, it adds a certain flavor.  It is as if the author says, ‘Make this your top priority.’ As such, the aorist is often used to command an action that has been going on.  In this case, both solemnity and a heightened urgency are its force.  (The difference between the aorist and the future indicative in such general precepts seems to be that urgency is used with the aorist while the future indicative does not stress this element.)  The idea here is hardly ‘Begin to preach the word’, but, ‘I solemnly charge you to preach the word.  Make this your priority’ (as the following context clearly indicates).  In summary on the constative aorist imperative, it can be said as a general rule that this command says nothing about beginning or continuing an action.  It basically has the force of, ‘Make this your top priority’.”  Our knowledge of the author and the context will help us see if the audience has made it any priority at all, or if they have neglected it entirely.”
  I very much like Wallace’s suggested translation of this verb (see the explanation above) in the aorist imperative: “Make this your top priority,” which I modify to “make it a priority.”

The active voice indicates that Timothy and all pastors are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular anaphoric use of the article (its refers back to something in the context—in this case, it refers back to “all Scripture” of 2 Tim 3:16) and the noun LOGOS, meaning “the Word” and referring to the word of God or “all Scripture” just mentioned in the previous sentence.
“make it a priority to publicly proclaim the Word,”
- is the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EPHISTĒMI, which means “to be present in readiness to discharge a task: fix one’s mind on, be attentive to; stand by = be ready, be on hand, or be persistent 2 Tim 4:2.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist (see above).

The active voice indicates that Timothy and all pastors are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the adverbs of time EUKAIRWS and AKAIRWS, meaning “conveniently, not conveniently; Mk 14:11; in season and out of season, that is, when it is convenient and when it is inconvenient 2 Tim 4:2.”
 

“be ready when it is convenient and when it is not convenient;”
- is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb ELEGCHW, which means “to express strong disapproval of someone’s action, reprove, correct 2 Tim 4:2; 1 Tim 5:20; Lk 3:19; show him his fault Mt 18:15.”
  The morphology is the same as the previous verbs.  This is followed by the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb EPITIMAW, which means “to express strong disapproval of someone: rebuke, reprove, censure also speak seriously, warn in order to prevent an action or bring one to an end.”
  This meaning is found dozens of times in the gospels.  The morphology is the same as the other aorist active imperatives.  Then we have the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to comfort and encourage.”  The morphology is the same, making this a priority for the pastor’s ministry.
“publicly correct, rebuke, encourage”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular adjective PAS (“all”) and the noun MAKROTHUMIA, meaning “(1) steadfastness, endurance; (2) the state of being able to bear up under provocation: forbearance, patience toward others 2 Cor 6:6; Gal 5:22; Col 3:12; 2 Tim 4:2; Eph 4:2.”
  Here the meanings forbearance and endurance fit the context, because of the idea of doing this when convenient and not convenient, with which being patient does not make sense.  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun DIDACHĒ, which means both “(1) the activity of teaching, teaching, instruction and (2) the content of teaching, doctrine.”
  The two ideas can be combined into the translation “doctrinal teaching.”
“by means of all steadfastness and doctrinal teaching.”
2 Tim 4:2 corrected translation
“make it a priority to publicly proclaim the Word; be ready when it is convenient and when it is not convenient; publicly correct, rebuke, encourage by means of all steadfastness and doctrinal teaching.”
Explanation:
1.  “make it a priority to publicly proclaim the Word,”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “I solemnly charge you in the presence of the God [the Father] and Christ Jesus, Who is destined to judge the living and the dead, both with reference to His appearance [the Rapture] and with reference to His kingdom [the Last Judgment], make it a priority to publicly proclaim the Word; be ready [and persistent] when it is convenient and when it is not convenient; publicly correct, rebuke, encourage [comfort] by means of all steadfastness and doctrinal teaching.”

b.  Paul has issued a solemn charge to Timothy in the form of several orders.  Paul has set out the priorities for the rest of Timothy’s life.  Now that Timothy is a full-fledged pastor-teacher, who will shortly be on his own in the Church Age, his priorities in life will change.  The priorities of a pastor-teacher are not and cannot be the same as other men.  They have a special God-given gift and are expected to use it.  Paul describes here how that gift is to be used.


c.  The most important priority in the pastor’s life is the public proclamation or teaching of God’s Word.  Nothing else comes close.  If the pastor does not do this, he is not a pastor; he is a fraud, a fake, an imposture, and an enemy of the Cross of Christ.


d.  In order to accomplish this command, the pastor must be prepared through his own study.  Therefore, the imperative for the pastor-teacher is “study and teach.”  His whole life is built around studying and teaching the word of God.  The true pastor must change whatever priorities he has to in life to make the teaching of doctrine the number one priority in life.


e.  There are countless distractions to the studying and teaching of the word of God, but in spite of everything the pastor must remain focused on what God demands of him.  This does not mean that a man cannot get married, have a family, be a little league coach, go on vacation, or have an otherwise normal life.  However, all of these other normal activities in life are secondary to studying and teaching.


f.  Every day is an opportunity to prepare, and most days are an opportunity to teach.  He may have to begin teaching one day a week.  When the congregation begins to grasp the significance and importance of doctrine from his teaching, they will ask for more.  As they ask for second and third helpings of spiritual food, he must be ready, willing, and able to give it to them.

2.  “be ready [and persistent] when it is convenient and when it is not convenient;”

a.  Paul continues with another command, which still centers on publicly proclaiming the word of God.  The pastor must be ready to teach when it is convenient for him to teach.  The pastor must be ready to teach when it is convenient for the congregation to listen.  The pastor must be ready to teach when it is not convenient for him to teach.  The pastor must be ready to teach when it is not convenient for the congregation to listen.


b.  In other words, the pastor must always be ready to publicly proclaim the word of God.  Convenience is not the issue.  The pastor is responsible for being ready, willing, and able to teach.  The congregation is responsible for being ready, willing, and able to learn.


c.  Because the pastor is ready at all times to teach, he must also be persistent in teaching.  The pastor does not cancel class because its raining and it is an inconvenience to drive in the rain.  The pastor does not cancel class because it interferes with some other “important event” in life like some sports event.

d.  It may not be convenient to teach Bible class the day after your mother dies, but you do it.  It may not be convenient to teach Bible class the day before you get married, but you do it.  There is no excuse for not being ready and not doing what God put you here to do.


e.  Some pastors will make any excuse to not have to stand before a congregation and proclaim the word of God.  Likewise, some believers will make any excuse to not attend Bible class because it is “not convenient” for them.  Some people so order their lives and so confuse their own schedules that Bible class is something they do only when they have run out of excuses for not being there.


f.  The pastor must be persistent in studying whether or not he feels like it.  The believer must be persistent in attending Bible class whether or not he or she feels like it.


g.  The pastor must teach the Word whether or not he feels like it.  The believer must learn the Word whether or not he or she feels like it.


h.  The pastor does not have the option or luxury of not being prepared and of not teaching, because it is not convenient for the rest of the family.  The rest of the family can either put up with what they consider inconvenience or become a source of satanic distraction to the man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  It is definitely tougher for the family of the pastor to have a normal life.  He knows that and tries to make it as normal as possible, but the number one priority never changes.

3.  “publicly correct, rebuke, encourage [comfort]”

a.  Then Paul continues with a series of additional commands that are also commands to make these things a priority in life.

b.  First, the pastor must be ready, willing, and able to publicly correct those who are wrong.  This is not a command to be publicly brutal or verbally abusive to anyone.  This is not a command to permit a pastor to violate any believer’s privacy.  This is a command to be ready to tell the congregation what is wrong, when they are wrong, and do it so there is no misunderstanding.


(1)  Public correction here is not singling out someone in the congregation and pointing out their faults, flaws, sins, or failures.  It is telling the congregation in general when something is incorrect in the behavior of someone by expressing strong disapproval of someone’s action.



(2)  However, this strong disapproval must be expressed in such a way that no one knows who the offender is, so that everyone maintains their objectivity.



(3)  The point here is that the pastor cannot back down from pointing out to the congregation behavior that is wrong.


(4)  This teaching is directed toward those who may not know they are wrong, but still care about being right and will probably change their motivation, decisions, and actions because of the pastor’s teaching.


c.  The second command is a command to be ready to rebuke someone publicly who is definitely wrong and unwilling to change.



(1)  The privacy of the individual must still be maintained when the public rebuke is given.  The person receiving the rebuke is either in perpetual carnality or even reversionism or Christian degeneracy.


(2)  The pastor must be ready and willing to give the reprimand and censure of the person without fear of retaliation or the resultant consequences.  For example, the pastor cannot be worried about some rich believer in apostasy who is the biggest gossip in the congregation leaving the congregation because the pastor teaches a sermon about the evils of gossip.  The pastor must rebuke the sin of gossip in the strongest possible terms and let the chips fall where they may.  Either the man will grow up or leave.  The pastor cannot worry about the consequences of that man leaving the congregation or attempting a conspiracy to have the pastor removed.

d.  The third priority is for the pastor to always be ready to teach those doctrines that will bring comfort and encouragement to those believers in need.



(1)  These believers are generally very positive to doctrine and always willing to learn.  Because they are positive and advancing, they are also facing opposition from Satan and his demon forces.  This opposition frequently comes from other family members who are antagonistic to the word of God and are doing everything they can to make attending Bible class inconvenient for these believers.



(2)  These believers are also facing providential preventative suffering, momentum testing, and evidence testing.  Therefore, the pastor must be prepared to provide for them the doctrines that will comfort them in their difficulties and encourage them to keep going in the spiritual life.

4.  “by means of all steadfastness and doctrinal teaching.”

a.  The means by which all these commands are executed is through steadfastness and doctrinal teaching.  The word “all” is important here, because it indicates that the pastor must do everything possible to execute these commands.  He has no excuse for not doing what is commanded by the Lord.

b.  Steadfastness means resoluteness, faithfulness, determination, persistence, commitment, and dedication.



(1)  The pastor must be faithful in his studying and teaching.  He must be determined and dedicated to understand the Scriptures correctly and present them accurately.



(2)  He must be persistent in teaching doctrines repetitively, so that there will be inculcation in the members of his congregation.



(3)  The congregation must be faithful in attending class and determined to understand what is being taught.



(4)  Both the pastor and congregation must be dedicated to the principles of doctrine and committed to executing the spiritual life God has so graciously provided for them.



(5)  Steadfastness indicates that the spiritual life of the believer is not a one-shot decision, but thousands upon thousands of decisions to learn doctrine and live doctrine on a daily basis.


c.   None of these commands can be executed without doctrinal teaching.  For the pastor the priority is the accuracy of teaching.  For the congregation the priority is understanding the content of what is taught.


d.  Therefore, the command to the pastor can be reduced to the following: I solemnly charge you, make it a priority to publicly proclaim the Word by means of all steadfastness and doctrinal teaching.  The command to the congregation is: I solemnly charge you, make it priority to receive the Word by means of all steadfastness and doctrinal teaching.

� Wallace, D. B. (1999, c1996). Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics: An exegetical syntax of the Greek New Testament (electronic ed.). Garland, TX: Galaxie Software. Pages 720-721.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 418). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 407). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 315). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 384). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 612). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 241). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
5

