2 Timothy 4:19



- is the second person singular aorist deponent imperative from the verb ASPAZOMAI, which means “to greet, say hello to.”  It means something like our English expression: “Pay my respects to” or “Give my regards to.”  It is a sign of recognition and respect for someone’s friend.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into one act, what Paul is asking Titus to do.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.  This is not a command, but a request.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular proper names PRISKA and AKULAS, connected by the conjunction KAI, which we transliterate as “Prisca and Aquila.”
“Give my regards to Prisca and Aquila,”
- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun OIKOS, meaning “household, family Lk 10:5; 19:9; Acts 10:2; 11:14; 16:31; 18:8; Tit 1:11; ‘Stephanas and his family’ 1 Cor 1:16; 2 Tim 1:16; 4:19; 1 Tim 3:4, 12.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive or genitive of relationship from the masculine singular proper noun ONĒSIPHOROS, which we transliterate as “of Onesiphorus.”
“also the family of Onesiphorus.”
2 Tim 4:19 corrected translation
“Give my regards to Prisca and Aquila, also the family of Onesiphorus.”
Explanation:
1.  “Give my regards to Prisca and Aquila,”

a.  As is Paul’s normal custom at the conclusion of his letters, he sends greetings to those he knows in the church.  This is no different than when we send letters to someone and ask them to say hello to mutual friends or relatives.


b.  Prisca and Aquila are husband and wife.  Prisca is the wife; Aquila is the husband.  They are always mentioned together as a team in Scripture.  Prisca is the shortened form or nickname for Priscilla.


(1)  Acts 18:1–3, “After these things he left Athens and went to Corinth.  And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, having recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. He came to them, and because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and they were working, for by trade they were tent-makers.”


(2)  Acts 18:18-19, “Paul, having remained many days longer, took leave of the brethren and put out to sea for Syria, and with him were Priscilla and Aquila.  In Cenchrea he had his hair cut, for he was keeping a vow.  They came to Ephesus, and he left them there.  Now he himself entered the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.”


(3)  Acts 18:26, “and he [Apollos] began to speak out boldly in the synagogue.  But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.”


(4)  Rom. 16:4, “who for my life risked their own necks, to whom not only do I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles.”


(5)  1 Cor. 16:19, “The churches of Asia greet you.  Aquila and Prisca together with the church in their home earnestly greet you in the Lord.”

c.  Prisca is a Christian woman, who with her husband labored alongside Paul at Corinth. They came to Corinth after Claudius had expelled all the Jews from Rome (Acts 18:2).  They were Paul’s co-workers at Ephesus also, where they ministered effectively, especially to Apollos (Acts 18:18–26).  Prisca is named before her husband in the majority of passages, which indicates her spiritual advance.  After the death of the Emperor Claudius the couple returned to Rome (Rom 16:3).

d.  It is no accident that Paul mentions her first, just as it is no accident that Paul mentions her first in his greetings to the church in Rome.  In Rom 16:3 Paul calls them “fellow-workers with me in Christ Jesus.”

e.  That this marriage team were fellow-workers with Paul in the ministry of presenting Christ Jesus to the world can be seen in the passages previously listed.  They were instrumental in helping Paul upon his arrival in Corinth.


f.  They were probably founding members of the church in Rome.  They may have even been witnesses to the events of Pentecost and taken the message of salvation through faith in Christ back to Rome and established the church there.


g.  Having been kicked out of Rome by the religious persecution of the Emperor Claudius in 49 A.D., they helped Paul found the church at Corinth.


h.  They risked their life for Paul according to Rom 16:4.

i.  They quietly helped Apollos as the pastor of the church of Corinth.


j.  They were with Paul in establishing the church at Ephesus, when he wrote the first letter to the Corinthian church.  In fact, the church met in their home.


k.  They were the last people to whom Paul sent his greetings at the end of his life.


l.  They were with Paul from his second missionary journey until almost the end of his life.  Like Luke and Timothy, they stuck with Paul till the end no matter what the circumstances.  They are not only a great testimony to their faithfulness to each other, but also of their faithfulness to the apostle Paul, and to the Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  “also the family of Onesiphorus.”

a.  Paul also sends greeting and pays his respects to the family of Onesiphorus.

b.  Paul mentioned Onesiphorus earlier in this letter, 2 Tim 1:16-17, “May the Lord give mercy to the family of Onesiphorus, because many times he has refreshed me, and he was not ashamed of my imprisonment, but when he was in Rome, eagerly he began to search for me, and he found [me].”

c.  The family of Onesiphorus was back in Ephesus, while Onesiphorus was in Rome supporting Paul during his second Roman imprisonment.  Paul completely appreciates their support of both himself and Onesiphorus in his ministry to Paul during this imprisonment.

d.  In contrast to all of the Greek believers from Asia that deserted Paul, when things turned badly for him in Rome, there was one man that stood out from the rest—Onesiphorus.  Onesiphorus was a mature believer before he came to Rome and remained a mature believer while in Rome.  The circumstances of Paul’s arrest and imprisonment made no difference to Onesiphorus.  He loved the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore, loved Bible doctrine.  Therefore, it was also natural that he loved the one who had provided him the greatest doctrinal information in his life—the Apostle Paul.


e.  Onesiphorus immediately began searching for Paul when Onesiphorus came to Rome and then provided the refreshment for Paul of positive volition to God’s Word, which only a mature believer can do.  This provided a tremendous encouragement to Paul.


f.  Onesiphorus has refreshed Paul like others before him, 1 Cor 16:17-18, Phlm 7, 20.

g.  Paul saw Onesiphorus’ application of virtue-love in the face of Roman antagonism against Paul and remembered the importance of doctrine, the application of doctrine, and especially the importance of occupation with Christ and unconditional love toward all.


h.  When Onesiphorus used virtue-love to handle the antagonism of the Roman government against Paul, it stimulated Paul to apply doctrine in a similar manner.  In this way, Onesiphorus’ application of doctrine became a source of refreshment to the human spirit of Paul.


i.  Onesiphorus’ application of doctrine resulted in refreshment to Paul as only one mature believer can do for another mature believer.  Mature believers are used as agents by God the Holy Spirit to provide refreshment, comfort, and consolation for the rest of the royal family of God.  This is the true means of being used by God to help other believers, and not the false doctrine of getting out and doing great things for God taught by false teachers.


j.  Onesiphorus was also not embarrassed or ashamed by Paul or his circumstances.  Paul was no longer free to reside in a private residence under house arrest.  He was now in a prison cell in rags and chains.  He had none of the comforts of home.  He was cold (which is why he asks Timothy to bring his coat), probably in a dark, damp, dungeon type of cell.  The circumstances of a believer’s life are not an embarrassment to God, which is why they are never an embarrassment to another mature believer.


k.  Onesiphorus had genuine humility and therefore, was not embarrassed by anything Paul did, said, or any circumstance he was in.  Onesiphorus applied the principle of Phil 4:14, he had learned from Paul’s first imprisonment, “In any case, you functioned honorably, when you shared [by giving] and became partners in my adversity.”

l.  
There was a real danger that Onesiphorus would be considered guilty by association with Paul and would be arrested, tried, and lose his life, just because he was trying to see Paul.  Onesiphorus was not the least bit worried about that and was not concerned about his own welfare.  Onesiphorus had the exact opposite attitude of the pseudo-friends of Paul who deserted him as fast as possible to prevent guilt by association.  Paul’s pseudo-friends were leaving Rome as fast as possible to get away from Paul, while one true friend was diligently searching for Paul to find out what he could do for him.  Onesiphorus had capacity for love and friendship, the Greek believers who had deserted Paul had none.  We will always know who our real friends are, when the going gets tough.  The going would never get any tougher for Paul.

m.  But Paul makes this comment about Onesiphorus’ family, so that Timothy would know in the future that he had one family that he could trust and be counted on in time of crisis.
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