2 Timothy 4:18
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- is the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb HRUOMAI, which means “to rescue, deliver.”

The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the Lord producing the action of always delivering the mature believer from every evil formed against them.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “me” and refers to Paul.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, which means “the Lord” and refers to Jesus Christ, who controls history.  Next we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “from all, every” and the noun ERGON, meaning “deed, work” plus the adjective PONĒROS, meaning “wicked, evil, bad, base, worthless, vicious, degenerate.”

“The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed,”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb SWIZW, which means “to save or preserve from transcendent danger or destruction, save/preserve from eternal death from judgment, and from all that might lead to such death, e.g. sin; also in a positive sense it means to bring Messianic salvation, bring to salvation.”


The future tense is a progressive future, which emphasizes the continuation of the action in the future.  The action will continue to be true or will continue to happen.


The active voice indicates that the subject, the Lord Jesus Christ, will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA with the possessive genitive third masculine singular from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “for the purpose of His kingdom” and referring to the eternal kingdom of Christ.  With this we have the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular article and adjective EPOURANIOS, which means “heavenly, in heaven as in: 1 Cor 15:48; Heb 3:1, 6:4, 11:16, 12:22; 2 Tim 4:18.”
 

“and will continue to preserve me for His heavenly kingdom;”
- is the dative indirect object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “to Whom” and referring to our Lord, the subject of the previous sentence.  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA, meaning “glory.”  There is no verb.  It is omitted deliberately for dramatic effect.  We must supply the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, which means “for the ages.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, meaning “of the ages.”  This phrase: “for the ages of the ages” is a Greek idiom meaning “forever and ever; or for evermore.”  The phrase is used 18 times in the New Testament, mostly in Revelation.  For example:

Gal 1:5, “to Whom [Jesus Christ] belongs glory throughout eternity.  I believe it.”
Phil 4:20, “Now to God, even our Father, [belongs] the glory throughout eternity. I believe it.”
1Tim 1:17, “Now to the Sovereign over the ages, incorruptible, invisible, unique God [be] honor and glory forever and ever, Amen.” 
Heb 13:21, “equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.”
1 Pet 4:11, “If anyone communicates, do it as though speaking the teachings of God; if anyone serves, do it as though from the strength which God [the Holy Spirit] provides, in order that God [the Father] may be glorified in the sphere of all things through Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and the power forever, I believe it.”
Finally, we have the Greek transliteration of the Hebrew verb AMĒN, which means “to believe.”  It is correctly translated “I believe it or It is certain.” The Hebrew verb means: to confirm, support, uphold (Qal); to be established, be faithful (Niphal); to be certain, i.e. to believe in (Hiphil).”

“to Whom [is] the glory forever and ever.  It is certain.”
2 Tim 4:18 corrected translation
“The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed, and will continue to preserve me for His heavenly kingdom; to Whom [is] the glory forever and ever.  It is certain.”
Explanation:
1.  “The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed,”

a.  Paul has already been sentenced to death by Nero, which was the greatest evil deed ever committed against Paul.  Yet Paul has absolute confidence in the fact that he will be delivered from this evil deed, just as he has been delivered from every evil deed perpetrated against him in the past.  Paul will be delivered by his resurrection from the dead.


b.  Paul’s logic is this: if the Lord can deliver me from death through resurrection, then He will certainly be able to deliver me from every other kind of evil deed.  If God can perform the more difficult deliverance of delivering the believer from spiritual death and physical death, then God can perform the easier deliverance by delivering the believer from every evil deed.


c.  Paul had been delivered from many evil deeds throughout his spiritual life.



(1)  He was delivered from Hellenistic Jews that tried to kill him immediately after his conversion, Acts 9:29ff, “And he was talking and arguing with the Hellenistic Jews but they were attempting to put him to death.”


(2)  He was persecuted in Pisidian Antioch, Acts 13:50, “But the Jews incited the devout women of prominence and the leading men of the city, and instigated a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district.”


(3)  Paul was persecuted in Iconium, Acts 14:2, “But the Jews who disbelieved stirred up the minds of the Gentiles and embittered them against the brethren.”


(4)  Paul was stoned to death in Lystra, Acts 14:19, “But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.”


(5)  In Philippi Paul was beaten with rods and imprisoned, Acts 16:22f.



(6)  Paul was run out of town in Thessalonica, Acts 17:5ff.


(7)  Paul was run out of town in Berea, Acts 17:13-15.



(8)  Paul’s message was laughed at in Athens, Acts 17:32.



(9)  Paul’s authority was rejected by the Corinthian church.



(10)  Paul had to leave Ephesus, because of persecution and rejection of his teaching by the Jews, Acts 19.



(11)  Paul was rejected by the Jews in Jerusalem, Acts 21:30.



(12)  More than forty Jews swore an oath to not eat until they had killed Paul, Acts 23:12-14.

d.  The Lord had delivered Paul from all of these evil men and their evil deeds and would continue to do so until the day the Lord determined Paul would come home.
2.  “and will continue to preserve me for His heavenly kingdom;”

a.  Paul continues his statement of absolute confidence in the will, plan, and purpose of the Lord for his life by stating that he knows that the Lord will continue to preserve him for eternal life in the Lord’s eternal kingdom.

b.  Not only will the Lord protect and preserve Paul’s human life on earth, but He will also protect and preserve his eternal life for the heavenly kingdom.  This is not a reference to our Lord’s millennial reign, which is His earthly kingdom, but refers to the heavenly kingdom of our Lord, which is the eternal state.


c.  There is both an earthly kingdom of our Lord, that is, the millennial reign of Christ, and a heavenly kingdom of our Lord, called the eternal state.



(1)  The Heavenly Kingdom of Christ.



(a)  This heavenly kingdom of our Lord’s is the same kingdom to which He referred, when He said to Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this world.” Jn 18:36.



(b)  Heaven is the real abode of the citizen of Christ’s kingdom (Phil 3:20) who is a stranger on earth (Phil 1:27; Eph 2:19).



(c)  It is said of the King Jesus Christ: of His kingdom there will be no end (Lk 1:33).



(d)  Jesus Christ judges the world at the end of human history before the beginning of His heavenly kingdom, 2 Tim 4:1, “I solemnly charge you in the presence of the God [the Father] and Christ Jesus, Who is destined to judge the living and the dead, both with reference to His appearance [the Rapture] and with reference to His kingdom [the Last Judgment].”



(e)  Christians are given entrance “into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Pet 1:11).


(2)  The Earthly Kingdom of Christ.



(a)  “Jesus Christ is the King of the true Israel in the NT.




(b)  The Son of Man will send His angels and they will gather out of His kingdom all seducers and evildoers (Mt 13:41).



(c) Jesus says that some standing with Him will not taste of death until they see the Son of Man coming “in His kingdom” (Mt 16:28).



(d)  This King promises His disciples that they shall eat and drink “in My kingdom” (Lk 22:30).



(e)  The thief crucified with Him asks the suffering and dying Messiah King to remember him when He comes “into Your kingdom” (Lk 23:42).


(3)  This kingdom of Jesus Christ is also the kingdom of God the Father.  In various passages there is reference to the kingdom of God and of Christ.



(a)  The unbeliever has no inheritance “in the kingdom of Christ and God (Eph 5:5).



(b)  At the end of human history “the kingdom of the Lord” has become the “kingdom of our Lord and His Anointed” (Rev 11:15).



(c)  Thus God the Father and Christ are linked; sometimes the one is mentioned, sometimes the other.



(d)  There is no reference to the kingdom of Christ apart from that of God. This is attested by Jesus Himself: My Father hath made over to Me “the kingdom” (Lk 22:29).



(e)  It is God the Father who has delivered us “into the kingdom of the Son of His love” (Col 1:13).



(f)  Having thus received the kingdom from the Father, at the end of human history Christ gives it back to Him (1 Cor 15:24).  He can only give Him what belongs to Him.”


d.  Therefore, Paul knows that he will receive resurrection from his impending death to be a part of the kingdom of Christ, both the earthly one and the heavenly one, though he only mentions the heavenly one here.
3.  “to Whom [is] the glory forever and ever. It is certain.”

a.  Speaking of the heavenly kingdom immediately reminds Paul of the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ will be glorified forever in that eternal kingdom.

b.  God the Father will glorify God the Son forever.  God the Son will glorify God the Father forever.


c.  All three members of the Trinity will be glorified forever in the eternal state for all they have done for both the angelic and human creatures that have trusted them, believed in them, and loved them.  This is a dogmatic, absolute certainty.
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