2 Timothy 4:12



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper noun TUCHIKOS, transliterated as “Tychicus.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to send.”

The aorist tense is a historical and culminative aorist, which emphasizes the historical results of a completed action.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“But I have sent Tychicus”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular proper noun EPHESOS, which we transliterate as “to Ephesus.”
“to Ephesus.”
2 Tim 4:12 corrected translation
“But I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “But I have sent Tychicus”

a.  In contrast to Timothy coming from Ephesus to join Paul in Rome, Paul has sent Tychicus from Rome to Ephesus to act as an interim pastor while Timothy finishes the mission Paul has for him in Rome.

b.  Tychicus was very familiar with the church of Ephesus as well as the church at Colossae, Col 4: 7-9, “Tychicus, the beloved brother, both faithful minister and fellow-slave in the Lord will make known to you all about my situation, whom I have sent face to face with you for this very purpose, that you might begin to understand our situation and that he might encourage your hearts, together with Onesimus, that faithful and beloved fellow-believer, who is from you.  They will reveal to you all the conditions here.”

c.  Tychicus’ Profile.



(1)  He was first associated with Paul in the third missionary journey, Acts 20:4.  However, when he did join, he was not a new believer.



(2)  Along with Trophimus, he is called a native of Asia Minor, Acts 21:29.  This makes him the logical person to carry the epistles of Ephesians, Colossians and Philemon back home.



(3)  When Paul went to Jerusalem for the last time, Tychicus did not go with him.  Instead, he stayed at Miletus, Acts 20:15, 38.



(4)  He rejoins Paul during his first Roman imprisonment, Eph 6:21-22; Col 4:7-8. 



(5)  Because of trouble in Crete, Tychicus was sent by Paul to help Titus, Tit 3:12.



(6)  During Paul’s second Roman imprisonment, Paul sent Tychicus to Ephesus on a special mission, 2 Tim 4:12, to take over the Ephesian church so Timothy could go to Rome before Paul’s death.



(7)  The outstanding characteristic of Tychicus is faithfulness, Eph 6:21f; Col 4:7.


d.  Tychicus was a mature believer, who had the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher and did everything Paul asked of him.  He was available for any task and willing to go wherever he was sent without complaint.

2.  “to Ephesus.”

a.  Ephesus was the key church in the Roman Empire.  It was the center of the pivot of mature believers.  The Roman church was under the persecutions of Nero and had to go ‘underground’.

b.  The greatest positive volition and the most advanced believers lived in Ephesus.  Therefore, it needed a pastor who had both the strength of doctrinal understanding and the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher to keep the church going without missing a step.  Tychicus was the right man for the job.

c.  If Paul could send Tychicus to Crete to help Titus, then he was certainly tough enough to handle all the problems some of the ladies and false teachers were giving Timothy.


d.  Since he was doctrinally prepared to teach both Colossians and Ephesians, being the currier of these letters to those churches when they were first written, then he was certainly prepared to teach the letter of Second Timothy to the church at Ephesus after Timothy departed for Rome.  Timothy didn’t teach Second Timothy to the Ephesus church, Tychicus did.


e.  Ephesus was the key church responsible for the Roman Empire being established as a client nation to God, especially with the fall of Jerusalem just two years away.


f.  Paul was sending the right man to the right place at just the right time to prepare for the future.  God the Father had a perfect plan and Paul maneuvered his forces to just the right places at just the right times to execute God’s plan perfectly.


g.  There is a right time for us to stay where we are and a right time to get up and move.  When that time comes, God will make His will obvious to us.  We must be prepared to execute God’s will and go where we have to go to accomplish His will.
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