2 Timothy 4:11



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun LOUKAS, which we transliterate as “Luke.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Luke produces the action of being with Paul.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective MONOS, which means “alone, only.”  When used as a substantive denoting a class, as it is here, it means “the only one.”  With this we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with me” and referring to Paul.

“Luke is the only one with me.”
- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper noun MARKOS, transliterated as “Mark.”  Then we have the nominative second person masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb ANALAMBANW, which means “take someone along on a journey, take along of a travel companion 2 Tim 4:11; of Paul’s escort Acts 23:31; take on board Acts 20:13f.”
  In Modern English we use the phrase “to pick up someone” that we are going to take with us when we go somewhere.

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole all that Timothy has to do to find Mark, get him packed, get him tickets to travel, and all the other arrangements of notifying friends and associates of Mark that he is leaving for temporary duty in Rome.


The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action of coordinating the temporary duty (TDY) of Mark.

The participle is an imperatival participle, in which the participle was used in place of the imperative mood in Koine Greek written after A.D. 50.  The aorist participle precedes the action of the main verb.
This is followed by the second person singular present active imperative from the verb AGW, which means “to bring/take along.”

The present tense is a tendential present for what Paul proposes should take place.


The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.

The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the second person masculine singular reflexive pronoun SEAUTOU, which means “with yourself.”  Literally this says, “After picking up Mark, bring with yourself.”  Obviously the object “him” has to be added in English to make sense to us.
“Picking up Mark; bring [him] with yourself,”
- is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “because” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: he is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Mark produces the action of being something.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the first person singular dative indirect object from the personal pronoun EGW, which means “to me” and refers to Paul.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective EUCHRĒSTOS, which means “helpful or beneficial, useful, serviceable (a common term in description of service that has special value) 2 Tim 2:21; Phile 11; 2 Tim 4:11.”
  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun DIAKONIA, which means for the purpose of “performance of a service; generally service Eph 4:12; Acts 6:4; 2 Cor 11:8; 1 Cor 16:15; 2 Tim 4:11; Rev 2:19.”

“because he is useful to me for the purpose of service.”
2 Tim 4:11 corrected translation
“Luke is the only one with me.  Picking up Mark; bring [him] with yourself, because he is useful to me for the purpose of service.”
Explanation:
1.  “Luke is the only one with me.”

a.  Luke was the faithful companion, doctor, and historian for the apostle Paul.

b.  Luke is often identified as the man from Macedonia in Paul’s vision, who was inviting Paul to come to Macedonia, Acts 16:9, “A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing and appealing to him, and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  At this point in Acts, Luke’s narrative changes from “they” to “us.”  It is also possible that Paul met Luke in the city of Troas before crossing over to Neapolis, the port city of Philippi in Macedonia.

c.  Therefore, Luke was a fairly constant companion of Paul from the time of the second missionary journey.  There were a few periods, when Luke was not with Paul.

d.  Timothy had just joined the missionary team a few weeks earlier (Acts 16:1).  Therefore, both Timothy and Luke had been with Paul from about A.D. 51 until his death in A.D. 68.  Many people had come and gone, and members of the team like Titus and Crescens had been dispatched on duties elsewhere, but Luke generally remained with Paul wherever he went.  

e.  Luke not only provided daily health care to Paul, but was also probably helpful in making copies of Paul’s letters and getting them sent to all the churches.  But above all else, Luke was the personal friend of Paul.


f.  There were many men whom Paul wanted to have around, but Timothy and Luke were the two most important right now, because they would be most responsible for the reproduction and circulation of Paul’s letters that were a part of the New Testament canon of Scripture.


g.  There were other great believers like Titus, Trophimus, Erastus, Crescens, Aquila and Prisca, who were tending to the needs of the various churches that the Lord needed right where they were.  Paul didn’t need them to come to him, because they were right where they needed to be, doing exactly what the Lord and Paul needed them to do.


h.  Paul isn’t whining here.  He is explaining to Timothy the need for urgency.  Timothy probably realized that there were critical things that needed to be accomplished regarding the New Testament Scriptures before Paul departed, and Paul and Luke could not accomplish this alone.  Paul needed Timothy’s help, and needed Timothy to bring the original scrolls with him.
2.  “Picking up Mark; bring [him] with yourself,”

a.  Paul also wanted Timothy to take the time to get John Mark and bring him along.  This is the same John Mark, in whose mother’s home the disciples met, Acts 12:12.  This is the same John Mark who accompanied Paul and Barnabas on the first missionary journey and then deserted the team.  This is the same John Mark whom Paul refused to take with him on the second missionary journey and caused a split between Paul and Barnabas.


b.  John Mark recovered from his reversionism of 18 years ago and is now a mature believer, who has been very useful and helpful in writing and copying the letters of the apostles.  He not only worked for Paul, but was also helpful to Peter in the same regards.  Mark is the author of the second Gospel, who became the amanuensis or personal secretary of Peter, Mark’s Gospel being Peter’s version of the life of Christ.


c.  John Mark had done so well in writing for Peter that Paul recognized his spiritual gift and ability to help in the copying of the texts of his letters.  Therefore, Paul makes the valuable entreaty to Timothy to bring along this very famous believer, who would help them copy, proof read, and circulate the letters of Paul. 

3.  “because he is useful to me for the purpose of service.”

a.  John Mark’s service was as a writer, secretary, scribe, and copyist of the New Testament.  John Mark had the spiritual gift of writing related to the Scriptures.  Paul needed John Mark to help make copies and proof read the copies that were being made by others (such as Luke, Timothy, and perhaps Barnabas .

b.  Paul would probably solicit help from key members of the church in Rome, with Timothy and John Mark in charge of the project, while Luke provided for the daily care of Paul.


c.  Paul has “buried the hatchet” regarding his rift with Barnabas over John Mark.  Mark has recovered from his previous cowardice and Paul never held it against him.


d.  Paul was grace oriented and demonstrated his forgiveness and grace orientation in how he dealt with people on a daily basis.  This is one of the striking examples of his graciousness.  Paul didn’t hold a grudge, did not seek revenge, and did not retaliate against Mark.  He forgave him, forgot it, and moved on.  Paul didn’t live in the past; he applied doctrine in the present.

e.  No matter how badly we might have failed in the past, we can still recover and God can still use us.  Mark went from being a total failure on a missionary journey with Paul and Barnabas to being the author of Peter’s account of the first advent of Christ.

f.  The grace of God uses those who have failed and recover from their failure.  The principle of application: Never give up in the spiritual life.
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