2 Timothy 4:10



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and explaining why Timothy must drop everything in his life now and get to Paul as quickly as possible.  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun DĒMAS, which we transliterate as “Demas.”  Then we have the first person singular accusative direct object from the personal pronoun EGW, which means “me” and refers to Paul.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EGKATALEIPW, which means “to leave, forsake, abandon, or desert.”

The aorist tense is a culminative and historical aorist, which describes the result of a past completed fact.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The active voice indicates that Demas has produced the action.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“for Demas has deserted me”
- is the appositional or explanatory nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the value system of Demas and emphasizes the resultant historical fact.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The active voice indicates that Demas has produced this action.


The participle can be either circumstantial or causal, both conveying the idea that this is why Demas deserted Paul.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun AIWN with the adverb of time NUN, meaning the present age/time/lifetime/world: “stop being conformed to this world Rom 12:2; searcher after the wisdom of this world 1 Cor 1:20; 2:6; 3:18 those who consider themselves wise in this age must become fools (in the estimation of this age). The ruler of this age/world is the devil: 2 Cor 4:4; this present age 1 Tim 6:17; 2 Tim 4:10; Tit 2:12; Gal 1:4.”
  The idea here is that Demas loved his life so much he did not want to risk losing his life by association with Paul.  

“because he has loved the present world”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to go, journey, travel, and proceed.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which describes a past fact without reference to its progress or result.


The deponent passive is passive in form but active in meaning, Demas having produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular proper noun THESSALONIKĒ, which we transliterate as “to Thessalonica.”
“and has gone to Thessalonica;”
 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun KRĒSKĒS, which we transliterate as “Crescens.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular noun GALATIA, which we transliterate as “to Galatia.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun TITOS, which we transliterate as “Titus.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular noun DALMATIA, which we transliterate as “to Dalmatia.”  The repetition of the verb is so strongly implied that it is deliberately omitted.
“Crescens [has gone] to Galatia; Titus to Dalmatia.”
2 Tim 4:10 corrected translation
“for Demas has deserted me, because he has loved the present world, and has gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia; Titus to Dalmatia.”
Explanation:
1.  “for Demas has deserted me,”

a.  Paul continues his sentence with the explanation of why it is so important for Timothy to come to him without delay—all of Paul’s supporting companions have departed for various reasons.  There were only two reasons for departing—because of degeneracy and because of the geographical will of the Lord.

b.  The first person Paul mentions is a mature believer that became a reversionist.  Demas is a companion of Paul also mentioned in:



(1)  Phlm 23-24, “Epaphras, my fellow-prisoner because of Christ Jesus, greets you, Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow-workers.”


(2)  Col 4:14, “Luke, the beloved physician, greets you, as well as Demas.”

c.  The fact Demas is associated with Paul during his first Roman imprisonment and now deserts Paul during his second Roman imprisonment indicates that he was a companion of Paul for about five to seven years.


d.  Demas was apparently not afraid of the Roman government or being guilty by association with Paul.  If that were the case, he probably would not have supported Paul during his first imprisonment or stuck around at the beginning of the second imprisonment.

e.  Demas deserted Paul when Paul needed him most.  We call these kind of people “fair weather friends.”  True friends are there when you need them most, not just when the going is good and the prosperity is flowing.
2.  “because he has loved the present world,”

a.  Demas is the shortened form of Demetrius.  He is a Gentile believer and a member of Paul’s team during the first Roman imprisonment.  He is a mature believer.  We can safely assume this since he is mentioned in the same company with Luke in Phlm 24.


b.  He had the gift of pastor-teacher as a part of Paul’s traveling seminary.  Paul tells us here that Demas quit the ministry, went into geographical reversionism, deserted Paul, and went to Thessalonica.  Demas was out of the geographical will of God.


c.  After Paul’s death, the apostle John notes in 3 Jn 12 Demas’ reversion recovery.  3 Jn 1:12, “Demetrius has received a good testimony from everyone, and from the truth itself; and we add our testimony, and you know that our testimony is true.”  I am assuming that in spite of the very common name Demetrius in the Greek world, and the separation of thirty years between Paul’s death and John’s writing (67/68 A.D. to about 90 A.D.), this is the same person.

d.  People will desert you for a lot of reasons.  Sometimes it might be your fault and sometimes it is just selfishness on their part.  In this case it was selfishness on the part of Demas.  Demas deserted Paul because ‘he had better things to do in life.’

e.  He loved being famous, respected, well-thought of, and popular.  Anyone associated with Paul was certainly all of these things in Christian communities.  Now that Paul was no longer in favor with the Roman government and his death sentence had been issued, Demas was not going to stick around.  He had better things to do.


f.  Demas enjoyed life and all it had to offer.  There is nothing wrong with that, except that it took precedence over God’s will for his life.  God’s will for Demas’ life at this time was to support Paul until the end and stay in Rome a few more months.  Demas was not interested in what God wanted.  What he wanted for himself was more important to him.  Demas loved the cosmic system of Satan more than the will of God for his life.  Demas wanted the approbation, entertainment, and stimulation that life had to offer.  He did not want to have to deal with undeserved suffering, adversity, difficult circumstances in life, or unpopularity.

3.  “and has gone to Thessalonica;”

a.  Having the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, Demas decided to go back to one of the churches that wasn’t having any problems.  And this may very well have been his home church.  Demas wanted to get away from all the problems Christianity was facing and relax and enjoy life for a while.

b.  Geographical reversionism attempts to run away from problems.  However, we take our reversionism with us wherever we go.


c.  Apparently Demas was very popular in Thessalonica and the church there really wanted someone like him to be their pastor.


d.  So we see a reversionistic pastor going off to one of Paul’s best churches now that his death is immanent.  This was certainly a satanic inspired plan to corrupt the church at Thessalonica.  However, this plan would fail because Demas would recover from reversionism, as reported by the apostle John in his third letter (verse 12).

4.  “Crescens [has gone] to Galatia;”

a.  We know nothing about Crescens from any other Scripture.  Extra-biblical literature says that he founded the church in Vienna in Gaul, but those traditions are without any trustworthy basis.


b.  Since he was a member of Paul’s traveling seminary and went to the church of Galatia, we can deduce that he had the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher and had been training with Paul.


c.  Since Paul does not censure Crescens for going to Galatia as he did Demas, we can further deduce that Crescens was not in reversionism, but was sent by Paul to be the pastor of the Galatian church.
5.  “Titus to Dalmatia.”

a.  Titus was one of Paul’s great lieutenants and definitely had the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  Paul is certainly not censuring Titus for departing to Dalmatia, and therefore, was probably dispatched there by Paul.

b.  Dalmatia is southern Illyricum, across the Adriatic Sea from Southern Italy.  It was “a district of the Roman empire on the Adriatic coast of the Balkan peninsula.  Dalmatia was the southern part of the Roman province of Illyricum.  The name comes from the Dalmatae or Delmatae, an Illyrian tribe conquered by the Romans after a series of wars beginning in 229 B.C. Their capital Delminium fell in 155 B.C., but sporadic revolts continued until A.D. 9.”


c.  Dalmatia was the last area that Paul was working in before his arrest.  Therefore, who better to send to establish churches there than the strongest and toughest pastor on his team.

d.  Just as Titus had gotten the job done in Crete, so he would get the job done in Dalmatia.
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