2 Timothy 4:1



- is the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DIAMARTUROMAI, which means “to exhort with authority in matters of extraordinary importance, frequently with reference to higher powers and/or suggestion of peril: solemnly urge, exhort, warn Lk 16:28 charge 1 Tim 5:21; 2 Tim 2:14; Acts 2:40; 2 Tim 4:1.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on as Paul writes, but this is also a timeless aoristic present for all pastors in every generation of the Church Age.

The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning, Paul producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality and fact of what Paul is requiring of Timothy, and what God requires of all pastors.

This is followed by the improper preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “before or in the presence of God” and refers to God the Father.  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, translated “Christ Jesus.”
“I solemnly charge you in the presence of the God and Christ Jesus,”
- is the appositional genitive from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb MELLW, which means “to be about to, to be on the point of, to be destined” and is always followed by a complementary infinitive to complete its meaning.

The article is used as a relative pronoun (HOS), meaning “Who” and referring back to our Lord Jesus Christ into whose hands God the Father has delivered over all judgment of the human race.


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a fixed rule or axiomatic truth that will never change.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action of being destined to do something.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the present active infinitive from the verb KRINW, which means “to judge.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a timeless fact without reference to its progress.  This is also a gnomic present to express a universal truth which perpetually exists throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ will produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action and meaning of the main verb MELLW.

Then we have the adverbial accusative of oath from the masculine plural present active participle of the verb ZAW, which means “to live.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and will continue to go on for all of human history.


The active voice indicates that people will produce the action of living.


The participle is an ascriptive participle, being used as a substantive object of the solemn charge by Paul.

With this we have the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the adverbial accusative of oath from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, which is used as a substantive and means “the dead.”
“Who is destined to judge the living and the dead,”
- is the Attic Greek correlative use of the conjunctions KAI, in the famous KAI…KAI construction, meaning “both…and.”  With this we have the accusative of respect or reference from the feminine singular article and noun EPIPHANEIA, which means “appearance 2 Tim 1:10; 1 Tim 6:14; 2 Tim 4:1, 8; Tit 2:13; 2 Thes 2:8.”
  Then we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, which means “His” and refers to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Finally, we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative of respect or reference from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA with the possessive genitive masculine singular of AUTOS again, meaning “His kingdom.”
“both with reference to His appearance and with reference to His kingdom ,”
2 Tim 4:1 corrected translation
“I solemnly charge you in the presence of the God and Christ Jesus, Who is destined to judge the living and the dead, both with reference to His appearance and with reference to His kingdom,”
Explanation:
1.  “I solemnly charge you in the presence of the God and Christ Jesus,”

a.  Paul now begins the conclusion of not only his letter to his friend, but of his formal ministry to Timothy, his student.  Paul doesn’t end his letter with a bunch of hugs and kisses.  He gives Timothy a very serious challenge that has the gravest consequences for the pastor-teacher who fails to obey this challenge.

b.  We don’t get the object of the challenge until the next verse (which shows that the verse division was definitely not inspired, because it destroys the impact of the thought).  The challenge is to preach the word of God.  The most important, solemn, and serious thing a pastor must do in life is to proclaim or teach God’s Word.


c.  Just as our Lord Jesus Christ solemnly charged Paul with the mission to be the messenger, commander, and apostle of the Gentiles, so Paul passes on this challenge to his student, Timothy.  This kind of challenge is one which cannot be ignored, for the man who ignores it will be miserable all his life and have no rewards at the evaluation throne of Christ.


d.  This challenge to the pastor is an individual challenge between the Lord Jesus Christ and that man.  He is completely and totally responsible directly to the Lord Jesus Christ for the execution of this challenge.  No one can do this for him.  The execution of this challenge takes a lifetime and requires due diligence in studying and teaching the word of God.

e.  It is not enough just to study God’s Word daily, but a man must do all that he can to teach the word of God as much as possible within the limits of his own health and abilities.


f.  Why the phrase “in the presence of God and Christ Jesus”?  Paul made this charge in the presence of two witnesses.



(1)  2 Cor 13:1 says, “‘Every fact is to be confirmed by the testimony of two or three witnesses’.”  The witnesses had to independently agree on the facts.


(2)  Paul was making a solemn declaration and challenge before God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ to Timothy that this is what they wanted.  This is Paul’s way of telling Timothy that this challenge is agreed to by God the Father as a part of His eternal plan for Timothy and any man with a spiritual communication gift.  Paul is also telling Timothy that this challenge is agreed to by God the Son as the means by which the Lord wants Timothy to glorify Him during his life.
2.  “Who is destined to judge the living and the dead”

a.  Paul digresses slightly to remind Timothy and us that Jesus Christ is destined to judge the living and the dead.  This digression is not designed to scare Timothy.  It is a reminder of blessing to him, which comes at the evaluation throne of Christ.

b.  This statement is a definite warning to those men with spiritual communication gifts who do not take up this challenge and proclaim God’s word correctly.  In contrast, this statement is a encouragement to those men who do take up this challenge.


c.  All authority for judgment of mankind has been given by God the Father to God the Son., Jn 5:22, “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son.”


(1)  Our Lord Jesus Christ will judge all Church Age believers after the Rapture of the Church at the Evaluation Throne of Christ in heaven during the Tribulation on earth.



(2)  All believers of the Old Testament and Tribulation are evaluated at the Second Advent of Christ.  All believers of the millennial reign of Christ are evaluated at the end of the millennium before the eternal state.  All unbelievers alive at the Second Advent are judged by the Gentile baptism of fire and the Jewish baptism of fire.



(3)  All unbelievers of human history are judged at the Great White Throne judgment at the end of human history.


d.  Jesus Christ presides over all of these evaluations and judgments.


e.  The living refers to those alive when the Rapture of the Church occurs, when the Second Advent occurs, and at the end of the millennial reign of Christ.  The dead refer to those believers who have died during the Old Testament period, during the Church Age, during the Tribulation, and during the millennial reign of Christ.

f.  There are five major judgments in view here:


(1)  The Judgment Seat of Christ, which is the evaluation of all Church Age believers.



(2)  The judgment of living tribulational, unbeliever Gentiles at the Second Advent who are cast off the earth into Hades, while awaiting their last judgment to the eternal lake of fire, Mt 25:31‑46.



(3)  The judgment of the living, tribulational unbeliever Jews at the Second Advent, Ezek 20:32‑38.  Judgments #2 and #3 comprise the baptism of fire.  The judgment of all living tribulational believers occurs as a part of the Second Advent of Christ, when they receive their resurrection bodies along with the Old Testament believers who have died before them, so they can live and enjoy the millennial reign of Christ.  They are not judged at the Second Advent and then judged again at the last judgment.


(4)  The judgment of all fallen angels at the end of the Millennium.  Their sentence was passed before time began, but its execution is not carried out until the end of human history.  For man was created in order to resolve the angelic conflict.



(5)  The second resurrection and judgment of all unbelievers from the beginning of time who are cast into the lake of fire.  They are not judged for their sins, (for all their sins were judged at the cross), but they are judged on the basis of their human good and works, which are not good enough for the perfect righteousness of God, Rev 20:7‑10.

j.  The word ‘judgment’ can mean two things: condemnation and evaluation.  The evaluation is determined on the basis of the execution of the plan of God or the failure to do so.


k.  Performance, not salvation, is the issue at the Judgment Seat or Evaluation Throne of Christ.  The winner believer of the Church Age will be rewarded at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  The cosmic believer, the loser, will suffer temporary shame.  He will lose his escrow blessings for time (the millennial reign of Christ) and eternity, but never his salvation.


l.  One thing is obvious: because of the Judgment Seat of Christ, there is no equality in heaven among believers.  Since God is perfect, the inequality is a perfect inequality.  This inequality is not discrimination or unfairness, which we associate with inequality.  Inequality exists in heaven because of lost opportunity under the equal privilege and equal opportunity every believer has in the plan of God.  While we have equal privilege and equal opportunity to fulfill God’s plan on earth in time, there will be no equality in heaven.  The greatest degree of inequality will be evident at the Judgment Seat of Christ.


m.  People are free to succeed or fail, free to stand on their own decisions and motives and actions.  Freedom means individual responsibility and motivation.  Freedom means we must have our very own scale of values and priorities.  We are evaluated on how we used our freedom, because having freedom, we must take the responsibility for every decision we make, as well as for our thoughts, motivations and actions.  Being free is the greatest responsibility the world has ever known.  Freedom means some will take their volition and develop a system of priorities and stick to them, becoming organized in their minds.  Others will depart from their priorities when they feel like it.  We will answer for this use of our freedom to the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.


n.    Pastors who are constantly failing to execute this challenge lack four things:



(1)  They have no true standards.  They cannot distinguish God’s plan for life in general from Satan’s cosmic system.



(2)  These pastors have no effectiveness.  Their life has neither meaning, purpose, or definition.  Ignorance is not bliss but blasphemy and disaster to the pastor’s life.



(3)  They have no coordination.  Ignorance of doctrine means no orientation to the plan of God.  Therefore, the pastor makes decisions from a position of weakness; that is, from arrogance and from personal ambition.  He has no control over his life and no personal sense of destiny.



(4)  They have no performance, no momentum in the spiritual life, no execution of the plan of God, no virtue, no use of the problem solving devices, no production, and no glorification of God.  No performance means no rewards or decorations at the Judgment Seat of Christ.


o.  2 Cor 5:10, “For we must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ, that each one of us [royal family of God] may receive what is due him [rewards] for the things accomplished while in the body, whether good [of intrinsic value] or worthless [evil].”

p.  Rom 14:10‑13, “You there, why do you judge your fellow believer?  Or you also, why do you regard your fellow believer with contempt?  For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God.  For it stands written, [Isa 45:23] ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee will bow to Me and every tongue will acknowledge to God.’  Therefore, each one of us [Church age believers] shall give an account of himself to God.  Therefore, let us no longer judge one another but rather determine this: not to place an obstacle or a distraction in front of a fellow believer.”

q.  Rev 22:12, “Behold, I am coming soon [immanency of Rapture] and My reward is with Me to decorate each winner as his accomplishment is.”

r.  Phil 3:18-19, “For many believers [losers] keep walking, concerning whom I have communicated to you many times and now continue communicating even though weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross whose end is destruction [the sin unto death], whose god is their emotion, whose glory [at Judgment Seat of Christ] is their shame, who keep thinking about earthly things.”

s.  Therefore, Timothy (like all of us) faces the ultimate challenge from the word of God to do what God has placed him on this earth to do, or be a loser believer at the evaluation throne of Christ.  Just as no one can live our spiritual life for us, so no one can take our place and be evaluated for us at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

3.  “both with reference to His appearance [the Rapture] and with reference to His kingdom [the Last Judgment],”

a.  Paul continues by qualifying when, where, and under what conditions these judgments by our Lord take place.  Two are mentioned here: the first and the last.  Between them comes the judgment of the baptism of fire at the Second Advent.

b.  Jesus Christ will judge the living believers and dead believers between His two appearances: the Rapture of the Church and the Second Advent.  Both of these appearances of Christ center on judgment or evaluation.


c.  Jesus Christ will judge the living and dead believers and unbelievers of His millennial reign as well as all unbelievers of human history at the Last Judgment or Great White Throne judgment.  As the Head of the Church, our Lord has been given all authority to judge both living and dead believers when He appears in heaven and we join Him.  As the King of the Earth, our Lord has been given all authority to judge both the living and the dead during His millennial reign.  As the King of Israel, our Lord has been given all authority to judge all Jewish and Gentile believers and unbelievers of human history (with the exception of the Church, which is judged in heaven during the Tribulation) at His Second Advent.   And as the Creator of Mankind, Jesus Christ has been given the authority by God the Father to judge all unbelievers of human history at the Last Judgment.


d.  Because this authority has been given to Jesus Christ, and because Jesus Christ is the Prince-Ruler of the Church, no man with a spiritual communication gift can take lightly this challenge.  It is one of the most serious challenges given in the word of God.
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