2 Timothy 3:8
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- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Moreover, And, In addition.”  With this we have the appositional accusative from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring to the false teachers described in verses 2-5.  With this we have the accusative masculine singular noun TROPOS, which means “the manner in which something is done: manner, way, kind, guise 2 Thes 2:3; 3:16; Rom 3:2.   In the accusative with the relative HOS it means in the manner in which = (just) as Mt 23:37; Lk 13:34; Acts 1:11, 7:28.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper names IANNĒS and IAMBRĒS, with the connective conjunction KAI meaning “Jannes and Jambres.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb ANTHISTĒMI, which means “be in opposition to, set oneself against, oppose Mt 5:39; Acts 13:8; Gal 2:11; Jam 4:7; 1 Pet 5:9; Rom 9:19; 13:2; 2 Tim 4:15.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which gathers the rejection of these two false teachers into a whole and states it as a historical fact.

The active voice indicates that these two men produced the action of opposing Moses.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of direct object from the masculine singular proper name MWUSĒS, which refers to Moses.

“Moreover, in the manner in which Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses,”
- is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “so” plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “these ones” and refers to the current degenerate false teachers, which have been the continuing subject of this context.  This is followed by the third person plural present middle indicative from the verb ANTHISTĒMI, which means “to oppose.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was currently going on when Paul wrote this and occurs throughout the Church Age.


The middle voice is an intensive or dynamic middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility and volition of the subject, that is, the false teachers and evangelists of evil.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “the truth.”
“so also these oppose the truth”
- is the appositional nominative from the masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “men.”  Then we have the nominative masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb KATAPHTHEIRW, which means “to ruin, to corrupt.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present results of a past, completed action.  The current result is the corruption of the thinking as a result of their past negative volition.


The passive voice indicates that these false teachers receive the action of being corrupted in their thinking.

The participle is a circumstantial participle.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun NOUS, which means “thinking.”
“men of corrupted thinking,”
 - is the appositional nominative from the masculine plural adjective ADOKIMOS, which means “literally ‘not standing the test’, then unqualified [or disqualified], worthless, base 1 Cor 9:27; 2 Cor 13:5–7; unfit for any good deed Tit 1:16; barren soil Heb 6:8; Rom 1:28.”
  Then we have the preposition PERI plus the accusative of reference, meaning “with regard or respect to 1 Tim 1:19; 6:4, 21; 2 Tim 2:18; Tit 2:7; Phil 2:23; Mk 4:19”
 from the article and passive sense of the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning “what is believed” or “doctrine.”
“disqualified ones with regard to doctrine.”
2 Tim 3:8 corrected translation
“Moreover, in the manner in which Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these [degenerate false teachers] oppose the truth, men of corrupted thinking, disqualified ones with regard to doctrine.”
Explanation:
1.  “Moreover, in the manner in which Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses,”

a.  Paul continues with an additional thought about these reversionistic, apostate false teachers, who worm their way into local churches and lead people astray by comparing them to the kind of false teachers that Moses faced in the court of Pharaoh.

b. Jannes and Jambres are “two Egyptian magicians or soothsayer priests, who withstood Moses before Pharaoh.  The names occur in the Bible only in 2 Tim 3:8, although the incident referred to is undoubtedly the one described in Ex 7:11, 22, in which Pharaoh “called for the wise men and the sorcerers, and they also, the magicians of Egypt, did the same [as Moses and Aaron] with their secret arts.”  In both Jewish and Greek traditions the names Jannes and Jambres are given to two of these magicians.”
  “‘Jannes and Jambres’ are named as two of the Egyptian wise men; whose names are not given in Exodus, but are supplied here by the Holy Spirit.  Sometimes the Holy Spirit quotes words from secular and human writings, and either thus endorses the truth of the statement, or uses it against those who believed it and accepted it as truth.  Not all, however, that are generally considered as quotations are really so.  For example: ‘As Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses’ is said to be a quotation from the Targum of Jonathan ben Uzziel upon Ex 7:11.  But the Holy Spirit may give this independently, as a fact, quite apart from the Targum altogether; while many believe the Targum to be of a later date.”


c.  Since we hold to the inspiration of Scripture by God the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit gave these names accurately to the apostle Paul, just as the names came down accurately through oral tradition into the Targum (or Jewish commentary on the Old Testament Scriptures).


d.  The point Paul is making here is that the false teachers he is describing in this context are just like the false teachers and religious guides that gave advice to Pharaoh.


e.  Just as Jannes and Jambres were filled with human wisdom and the doctrine of demons plus being motivated by Satan, so also the false teachers of the Church Age in every generation and especially at the end of the Church Age will be filled with human viewpoint academic learning, the doctrine of demons, and will be highly motivated by Satan.


f.  Just as false teachers and evangelists of evil opposed Moses, so they have opposed Paul and will oppose legitimate pastor-teachers in the Church Age.  This situation will only get worse as the end of the Church Age approaches.

2.  “so also these [degenerate false teachers] oppose the truth”

a.  Paul completes his comparison by describing these false teachers and apostles of Satan as those who reject and oppose the truth, that is, Bible doctrine or the word of God.  These men are negative to doctrine, negative to the teaching of doctrine, and encourage others not to learn doctrine.

b.  These men are not indifferent to the word of God , they are antagonistic to the teaching of the Bible and God’s Word (though they may put forward the façade that they love the word of God).


c.  Jannes and Jambres were religious leaders of Egypt.  They were the advice behind the throne of Egypt.  These men were not strangers to Moses.  He probably knew them well, just as they knew exactly that he was the former heir to the throne, the prince of Egypt.

d.  Just as Jannes and Jambres as apostles of evil opposed Moses and the message he had brought from God, so also the satanic apostles of evil Paul is describing in this context are opposed to the message of the communicator of Church Age doctrine.


e.  Satan always opposes the truth and he does so through his own agents, just as he will do through the antichrist and the false prophet of Israel in the Tribulation.  Opposition to the truth means getting people to:



(1)  Not listen to the teaching of the Bible in the first place.



(2)  Criticize the teaching of the Bible when it is taught.



(3)  Ridicule and criticize others who accurately teach the Scriptures.

3.  “men of corrupted thinking,”

a.  Paul continues with two more qualifying phrases to describe the character of these men.  The first characteristic is that they have received corrupted thinking.  They don’t think straight or right.  They are twisted in their thinking.  Therefore, they distort the truth.


b.  They receive the action of being corrupted in their thinking.  They receive this action from listening to the doctrine of demons passed on in pseudo academic human speculation, human viewpoint, religious false teachings, and every human thought that is opposed to the thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ.

c.  They are taught by demon influence, and this demon influence is passed down from one generation to the next through Satan’s formal system of education, which we know as our public schools and universities.


d.  These men are often brilliant, the wise of the world, the doctors, lawyers, scientists, philosophers, and psychiatrists.  But still their thinking is corrupted not only by their own sin natures, but also by the demon influence that is passed on in human learning.


e.  Paul used this same description in:



(1)  1 Tim 6:5, “incessant quarrellings between men having received corrupt thinking and having been robbed of the truth, constantly thinking that the spiritual life is a means of gaining wealth.”


(2)  Tit 1:15, “All things [are] pure to the pure.  But to those who are defiled and unbelievers, nothing [is] pure.  But both their thinking and conscience have been soiled with excrement.”


(3)  Rom 1:28-32, “Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to have God in full knowledge, God delivered them over to a degenerate pattern of thinking to do what is not proper, being filled with all wrongdoing, wickedness, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, strife [enjoy causing trouble], deceit, malice, gossipers, slanderers, haters of God, insolent (rude and disrespectful), arrogant, braggarts, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, not keeping their promises, without natural affection, unmerciful; who certainly, although knowing exactly the requirement of God that those who practice such things are worthy of death, not only continue to do these very things, but also approve of those who continue practicing [these things].”


(4)  Peter also describes them in 2 Pet 2:3, “and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”  Peter himself fell into this trap of human viewpoint thinking and his friendship with the Lord was used by Satan during the First Advent to try and persuade our Lord to not obey the doctrine in His soul.  Mt 16:21-23, “From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.  Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord.  This shall never happen to You’.  But He turned and said to Peter, ‘Get out of My way, Satan. You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.’”


(5)  Job described them in Job 15:34-35, “For the company of the godless is barren, and fire consumes the tents of the corrupt.  They conceive mischief and bring forth iniquity, and their mind prepares deception.”


(6)  David describes them in Ps 53:1, 3, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’  They are corrupt, and have committed abominable injustice; there is no one who does good.  Every one of them has turned aside; together they have become corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one.”
4.  “disqualified ones with regard to doctrine.”

a.  The second characteristic of these false teachers is that they are disqualified with reference to learning or teaching the Truth or Bible doctrine.  There are two things that disqualify them.


(1)  As unbelievers they are disqualified from teaching God’s truth because they have no relationship with God.



(2)  As believers they are disqualified from teaching God’s truth because they do not have the spiritual gift of communication; and if they do, they have rejected the power of God found in the filling of the Holy Spirit.


b.  Therefore, these men disqualify themselves by either rejecting Christ, or rejecting the word of God, or rejecting the power of God.  God has tested them and found them wanting.  Therefore, they are disqualified from presenting His message of Truth.


c.  As unbelievers the only way they can become qualified is by believing in Christ.  Then as believers, the only way they can become qualified is by the enforced and genuine humility of remaining under the filling of the Holy Spirit and the teaching and authority of a man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher until the Holy Spirit decides when, where, and if to use them to teach His word.  In addition, they must have a spiritual communication gift from the Holy Spirit as a grace gift.


d.  Their opposition to God’s Truth has disqualified them from being messengers of God’s Truth, even though they claim to be.  Their claims are as false as they are.
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