2 Timothy 3:2



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: they will be.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the subject of the verb “men” produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “men” and referring to mankind in general.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective PHILAUTOS, which means “loving oneself, selfish.”  The translation “lovers of self” or “self-lovers” are both good translations.
“For men shall be lovers of self,”
- is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective PHILARGUROS, which means “fond of money, avaricious Lk 16:14.”  Another way to translate this would be “money-lovers” or “lovers of money.”
“lovers of money,”
- is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun ALAZWN, which means “boaster, braggarts Rom 1:30.”
“braggarts,”
- is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective HUPERĒPHANOS, which means “arrogant, haughty, proud Lk 1:51; Rom 1:30; Jam 4:6; 1 Pet 5:5.”
“arrogant ones,”
- is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective BLASPHĒMOS, which means when used of persons “slanderers 1 Tim 1:13.”
“slanderers,”
- is the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural noun GONEUS, meaning “to parents” and the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective APEITHĒS, meaning “disobedient with the dative of persons to parents as in Rom 1:30; to the heavenly vision Acts 26:19.”

“disobedient to parents,”
- is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ACHARISTOS, which means “ungrateful Lk 6:35.”  The word is formed by the alpha negative prefix with the word CHARIS, meaning “grace.”  They are “not gracious.”  They have no grace orientation with the result that they are ungrateful for anything someone else does for them.
“ungrateful ones,”
 - is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ANOSIOS, which “pertains to being in opposition to God or what is sacred, unholy 1 Tim 1:9,”
 i.e., revolting against God.  Since the noun HOSIOS also means “pleasing to God” this word (with the alpha negative prefix) could also be translated “displeasing to God.”
“unholy ones,”
2 Tim 3:2 corrected translation
“For men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, braggarts, arrogant ones, slanderers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful ones, unholy ones,”
Explanation:
1.  “For men shall be lovers of self,”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation of why the last days of the Church Age will be hard times on communicators of doctrine and believers in general.

b.  The subject “men” certainly refers to mankind in general, which specifically applies to all unbelievers and any believers in apostasy or degeneracy.

c.  Paul then gives us a list of the characteristics of both the mental attitude and the overt actions of people at the end of this dispensation.

MENTAL ATTITUDE



OVERT ACTION

Lovers of self





Braggarts
Lovers of money




Slanderers

Arrogance





Disobedient to parents

Ungrateful





Unholy

d.  The first characteristic mentioned is the most important flaw in people—they love themselves more than anything else in life.  Love of self motivated the fall of Satan, the sin of the woman in the Garden, and generally the sins and evil of every human being thereafter.  People will love themselves more than they love God and more than they love others.


e.  This time will be characteristic of no love for one’s spouse, children, family, or friends.


f.  This same thing is mentioned by our Lord with regard to the conditions in the Tribulation, Mt 24:12, “Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold.”  The problem of self-love begins at the end of the Church Age and carries over into the Tribulation as a major characteristic.


g.  Love of self means pre-occupation with self.  This is the person who always thinks of themselves first, getting what they want or think they need.  This is what we call selfishness.  All people are born with this attitude as a function of the sin nature, which is easily seen in little children who constantly demand that their needs be taken care of immediately.  Parents have a full time job of training children to get this demand syndrome under control and learn to think of others rather than just thinking of themselves all the time.  Because of the difficulties of these last days, parents will probably have a tough time giving their children all the training they need.  Therefore, the children will never get over their own selfishness and grow up into adulthood with that same selfishness.
2.  “lovers of money,”

a.  The second characteristic is another mental attitude—that money is more important than anything else in life.  These people will think that money brings happiness and can solve all problems.  Therefore, the desire for money will be the next great motivator of all actions in life.  People will do whatever it takes to make money, get money, and keep the money they have.

b.  This means that money will become more important to people than virtue, honor, and integrity.  People will lie, cheat, steal, embezzle, and defraud others in order to acquire or keep the money they have.  They will sue people in court over stupid things in an attempt to make money.  They will default on their debts and obligations with a clear conscience, because keeping their money is more important than keeping their honor.

c.  They will be like the Pharisees of our Lord’s incarnation, Lk 16:14, “Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, were listening to all these things and were scoffing at Him.”
3.  “braggarts,”

a.  The next characteristic is the overt manifestation of the first two mental attitudes.  People will boast and brag about how wonderful, great, powerful, wise, etc. they are.  People who love themselves cannot help but talk about the one they love.  Since they are so in love with themselves, they cannot help but talk about themselves.


b.  A braggart is a person who boasts about their accomplishments.  They want everyone else to know how great they are and why.  They do this to gain the approbation and admiration of others.


c.  True greatness is recognized by others without you having to tell them.  If we have to tell others our accomplishments to impress them, then our accomplishments weren’t much in the first place.

d.  The Scripture has much to say about boasting and bragging.


(1)  Mankind is commanded to not boast or brag, since this is a manifestation of the sin of arrogance.




(a)  1 Sam 2:3, “Boast no more so very proudly.  Do not let arrogance come out of your mouth; for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and with Him actions are weighed.”



(b)  Ps 75:4, “I said to the boastful, ‘Do not boast,’ and to the wicked, ‘Do not lift up the horn.”



(c)  Jam 4:16, “But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.”


(2)  The only one we are to brag about or boast in is the Lord Jesus Christ.




(b)  Ps 34:2, “My soul will make its boast in the Lord; the humble will hear it and rejoice.”


(3)  Evil, arrogant people boast about their wealth.  Ps 49:6, “Even those who trust in their wealth and boast in the abundance of their riches?”


(4)  Arrogant people boast about their evil, Ps 52:1, “Why do you boast in evil, O mighty man?  The unfailing love of God endures all day long.”


(5)  We are not to boast in people, 1 Cor 3:21, “Therefore, no one must boast in people.  For the all things [of the unique plan and spiritual life of the Church Age] are yours.”


(6)  God’s attitude and instructions on the subject are summarized in Jer 9:23-24, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercises unfailing love, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,’ declares the Lord.”


(7)  Therefore, we have Paul’s summation of the matter in:




(a)  1 Cor 1:26-31, “For consider your calling, fellow-believers, that there are not many intellectuals according to human standards, not many powerful, not many noblemen.  But God (the Father) has chosen the “stupid” ones of the world in order that He might put to shame the intellectuals, and God has chosen the weak ones of the world in order that He might put to shame the powerful ones, and God has chosen the insignificant ones of the world and the rejected, the non-existent ones, in order that He might render powerless the existing ones, in order that nobody may boast in the presence of God.  But because of Him you keep on being in Christ Jesus, who became to us the wisdom from God, both the righteousness and the sanctification and the redemption, in order that just as it stands written, ‘Let the one who boasts boast on account of the Lord.’”



(b)  1 Cor 4:7, “For who made you superior?   Moreover what do you have which you have not received?  But if in fact you have received [and you have], why are you boasting as though you have not received?”



(c)  2 Cor 10:17, “But he who boasts is to boast in the Lord.”



(d)  Gal 6:14, “But may I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which cross the cosmic system has been crucified with reference to me and I [have been crucified] with reference to the cosmic system.”


(8)  God has designed the salvation of each man that no person can ever boast or brag that they have done anything to save themselves, Eph 2:8-9, “For you have been saved by grace through faith, and this [salvation] is not from yourselves; it is a gift from God, not by works, that no one should boast.”
4.  “arrogant ones,”

a.  Paul continues with another mental attitude problem of people at the end of the Church Age and into the Tribulation.  They are generally arrogant.  Arrogance is a manifestation of loving self.  Arrogance is manifest in boasting and bragging about oneself.

b.  As we have seen in Ps 49:6 cited above, wealthy people often become arrogant about their wealth and then brag about themselves because of their wealth.


c.  Arrogance was the original sin of Satan, which came from his overwhelming love for himself.  This attitude has been passed on to the human race in the original sin of man.

d.  People will think they are better, more important, more significant, etc. than they really are.  With everyone thinking they are more important than everyone else, there will be a tremendous amount of resultant jealousy, envy, and slander which results.  This leads right into the next characteristic.
5.  “slanderers,”

a.  The next overt characteristic that manifests itself in these people at the end of the age is their propensity to slander others.  Slander comes in two forms:  we malign and criticize someone for something that is true; we malign and criticize someone for something that is false.


b.  Slander is a vicious, verbal attack on another person.  It can be an attack on their race, which we call discrimination, or on their character, values, conduct, beliefs, or anything else related to them.

c.  Slander is the attempt to hurt someone else by what we say to them about them.  Slander is the attempt to hurt someone else by what we say to others about them.


d.  Slander is often motivated by one’s own arrogance.  For example, the Pharisees slandered our Lord both to His face and behind His back to others.  This slander was at its greatest intensity during the first three hours He hung on the Cross.


e.  Slander will rise to an all time high at the end of the Church Age and continue throughout the Tribulation.

6.  “disobedient to parents,”

a.  Another overt characteristic of the end of the Church Age is the total rejection of parental authority by children.

b.  When parents become arrogant lovers of self, they do not have time for their children.  The result is that children are ignored, which means they have no inculcated norms and standards from the word of God or establishment principles from their parents operational in their conscience.


c.  Having been ignored by their parents, who are pre-occupied with their lives, their own pleasures, their wealth, etc., these children immediately react to and rebel against their parents when they attempt to exert their God-given authority.  Children see their parents as arrogant braggarts and model the behavior they see in their parents.  The children see their parents reject authority and do likewise.


d.  The parents in arrogance have become a law unto themselves.  It is no wonder that their children follow in their footsteps and also become a law unto themselves.


e.  These children will reject God’s standard to honor one’s father and mother.  Since they do not do so, their lives will be short on this earth.  Dt 5:16, “Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded you, that your days may be prolonged and that it may go well with you on the land which the Lord your God gives you.”

f.  This characteristic is also a violation of the command by Paul to the Church given in Col 3:20, “You children, obey your parents in all things, for this keeps on being pleasing in the Lord.”
7.  “ungrateful ones,”

a.  The Greek word has a twofold connotation; on the one hand these people are ungrateful for what God or anyone else has done, is doing, or will do for them, and on the other hand they are ungrateful to others who do things for them.  They have no thankfulness, no gratitude, no appreciation for anything.  They are too busy thinking about themselves, boasting about their wealth, and slandering other people to be grateful.

b.  Lack of gratitude is a manifestation of arrogance and love of self.  People without gratitude don’t care about anyone else.  They only care about themselves.  Even when we do something nice for them, they don’t care about us; they are not thankful.  They have no capacity for love or appreciation of us.


c.  Arrogant lovers of self expect other people to fawn and grovel over them.  They expect us to be thankful for being able to do something for them instead of them being thankful for what we have done for them.  They think that we should be happy to have had the opportunity to do anything for them.  They don’t think they need to be thankful because their “greatness” demands attention, approbation, and adoration from others.

d.  They are totally sick with their own arrogance, which is why others with any kind of standards in their soul hate to be around them.

8.  “unholy ones,”

a.  The next characteristic is the resultant manifestation of all the previous characteristics and attitudes.  These people either have no relationship with God as unbelievers, or if believers in degeneracy, they are certainly not filled with the Spirit.

b.  These people were previously described by Paul in 1 Tim 1: 9, “knowing this, that the law does not exist for the righteous person but for lawless [anti-establishment] persons and undisciplined persons [anti-authority flagrant law-breakers], for irreverent persons [those influenced by evil] and sinners [those in perpetual carnality], for those in opposition to God [reversionistic believers] and profane persons [reversionistic unbelievers], for murderers of fathers and for murderers of mothers, for murders [in general], for fornicators, for homosexuals, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers and whatever else is opposed to correct doctrine.”

c.  These people have no respect for God.  They certainly do not love God, since they are completely in love with themselves.  Therefore, not loving God, they also have no respect for God.

d.  The Greek word also means to be displeasing to God.  Obviously their preoccupation with self, arrogance, boasting, slander, rejection of authority, and ungratefulness all contribute to God being displeased with them.


e.  Their unholiness will be manifest in rejection of the gospel as unbelievers and rejection and antagonism toward the word of God as believers.  They do not respect the righteousness of God and have no fear of the justice of God.  They not only ignore God but disrespect everything related to the Lord Jesus Christ and His Word.


f.  Jude provides a description of these men:

Jude 1:4 “For certain godless men, who have been marked out long ago for this condemnation, have slipped in unnoticed, transforming the grace from our God into licentiousness, in fact, having rejected the only Master, that is, our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Jude 1:8 “Yet in the same manner also these men, by dreaming, on the one hand defecate on the body and on the other hand and slander the glories [angels].”
Jude 1:10 “But on the one hand these men criticize all that they do not understand, but on the other hand all that they instinctively know like unreasoning animals, they are destroyed by these things.”
Jude 1:11 “Woe to them, because they followed in the lifestyle of Cain, and devoted themselves to the deception of Balaam for financial reward, and they will be destroyed in the manner of the rebellion of Korah.”
Jude 1:12 “These men are the hidden reefs who boldly feast together in your virtue-love meals, caring for themselves, waterless clouds being carried away by winds, fruitless trees in late autumn, having died twice, having been pulled out by the roots,”
Jude 1:13 “fierce waves of the sea, causing their own disgraceful deeds to form white caps, wandering stars for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved forever.”
Jude 1:14 “And also Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about them, saying, `Behold, the Lord came with a countless number of His holy ones”
Jude 1:15 “to execute judgment against all men, that is, to punish every soul because of all their works of ungodliness which they have lived in a godless manner and because of all the cruel words which godless sinners have spoken against Him.”
Jude 1:16 “These men are constantly blaming complainers, living in conformity with their own lusts, in fact their mouth speaks boastful things, while admiring others for the sake of their own advantage.”
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