2 Timothy 3:11



- is the dative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun DIWGMOS, which means “persecution Acts 8:1, 13:50; Mk 4:17, 10:30; Mt 13:21; 2 Thes 1:4; 2 Cor 12:10; Rom 8:35.”
  The personal pronoun EGW still governs the first two nouns in this verse just as it did in the previous verse, since this a continuation of the same sentence.
“my persecutions,”
- is the dative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun PATHĒMA, which means “suffering as in: Rom 8:18; 2 Cor 1:5-7; Col 1:24; Heb 2:10, 10:32; 1 Pet 1:11, 4:13, 5:1, 9; Phil 3:10.”

“my sufferings,”
- is the nominative subject from the neuter plural qualitative relative pronoun HOIOS, which means “such as” or “like those” and refers to the persecutions and sufferings just mentioned.  Then we have the dative indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to me” and referring to Paul.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become, to happen.”  Here it means to happen.

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which gathers into a single whole all the persecutions and sufferings that happened to Paul at Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra and regards them as a historical fact.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the persecutions and sufferings producing the action of happening.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN (repeated three times) plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun ANTIOCHEIA, which we transliterate as “in Antioch,” the neuter singular noun IKONION, which we transliterate as “Iconium” and the neuter plural noun LUSTRA, which we transliterate as “Lystra.”
“such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra,”
- is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural qualitative relative pronoun HOIOS, which means “what sort of” or “such,” plus the accusative masculine plural noun DIWGMOS, which means “persecutions.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb HUPOPHERW, which means “to bear up under trouble or difficulty, submit to, endure something 1 Pet 2:19; 1 Cor 10:13.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of past, completed action.

The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact and a reality.
“such persecution I have endured,”
 - is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet.”  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “out from all” and referring to the persecutions and sufferings, so that we can translate “out of them all” or “out of all of them.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “me” and referring to Paul.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb RHUOMAI, which means “to draw out of danger, to rescue, deliver.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which gathers all of the deliverances of Paul by the Lord into a single whole and regards them as a historical fact.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the Lord producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.” 
“and yet out of all of them, the Lord delivered me.”
2 Tim 3:11 corrected translation
“my persecutions, my sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra, such persecution I have endured, and yet out of all of them, the Lord delivered me.”
Explanation:
1.  “my persecutions, my sufferings,”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “Now you have closely followed my teaching, my way of life, my purpose [plan, resolve], my faithfulness [reliability, commitment, loyalty], my patience [steadfastness, forbearance], my virtue-love, my endurance [perseverance], my persecutions, my sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra, such persecution I have endured, and yet out of all of them, the Lord delivered me.”

b.  Paul continues his sentence with two more things that Timothy has closely followed in the life of Paul: his persecutions and sufferings.  Paul’s persecutions refer to things he suffered unjustly at the hands of others.  Paul’s sufferings refer to things he suffered that were not at the hands of others.

c.  Paul’s persecutions would include things like:



(1)  Being unjustly arrested by the Romans and the Greek city officials.



(2)  Being threatened and hounded by the Judaizers.  Rom 15:31, “that I may be rescued from those who are disobedient in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints.”


(3)  Being beaten with rods and whips.



(4)  Being lied about, ridiculed, and slandered.


(5)  Being tormented by the thorn demon.


d.  Paul’s sufferings would include things like:



(1)  Being rejected by the Corinthian congregation.



(2)  Being shipwrecked and adrift at sea.



(3)  Being hungry, thirsty, and physically worn out.



(4)  Having the responsibility for all the Gentile churches.


e.  2 Cor 11:23-28 sums up Paul’s statement here:
2 Cor 11:23 “Are they servants of Christ?  (I am speaking irrationally) I, to an even greater degree: in far greater hardships, in far more prisons, in much greater beatings, in danger of death frequently.”
2 Cor 11:24 “Five times I was given the thirty-nine [lashes] by the Jews.”
2 Cor 11:25 “Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; I have spent twenty-four hours adrift at sea.”
2 Cor 11:26 “On road-journeys many times, in dangers from rivers, in dangers from criminals, in dangers from the people [Jews], in dangers from Gentiles, in dangers in the city, in dangers in the desert, in dangers in the sea, in dangers by pseudo-believers.”
2 Cor 11:27 “In toil and exertion, in sleepless nights many times, in hunger and thirst, in situations without food many times, in cold and lack of sufficient clothing.”
2 Cor 11:28 “In addition to the external sufferings [there is] the daily pressure on me, the care of all the churches.”
2.  “such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra,”

a.  Acts 13:14, 45, 50, “But going on from Perga, they arrived at Pisidian Antioch, and on the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down.  45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began contradicting the things spoken by Paul, and were blaspheming.  50 But the Jews incited the devout women of prominence and the leading men of the city, and instigated a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district.”

b.  Acts 14:1-20.
14:1 In Iconium they entered the synagogue of the Jews together, and spoke in such a manner that a large number of people believed, both of Jews and of Greeks.

14:2 But the Jews who disbelieved stirred up the minds of the Gentiles and embittered them against the brethren.

14:3 Therefore they spent a long time there speaking boldly with reliance upon the Lord, who was testifying to the word of His grace, granting that signs and wonders be done by their hands.

14:4 But the people of the city were divided; and some sided with the Jews, and some with the apostles.

14:5 And when an attempt was made by both the Gentiles and the Jews with their rulers, to mistreat and to stone them,

14:6 they became aware of it and fled to the cities of Lycaonia, Lystra and Derbe, and the surrounding region;

14:7 and there they continued to preach the gospel.

14:8 At Lystra a man was sitting who had no strength in his feet, lame from his mother’s womb, who had never walked.

14:9 This man was listening to Paul as he spoke, who, when he had fixed his gaze on him and had seen that he had faith to be made well,

14:10 said with a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And he leaped up and began to walk.

14:11 When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they raised their voice, saying in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have become like men and have come down to us.”
14:12 And they began calling Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker.

14:13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds.

14:14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their robes and rushed out into the crowd, crying out

14:15 and saying, “Men, why are you doing these things? We are also men of the same nature as you, and preach the gospel to you that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.

14:16 “In the generations gone by He permitted all the nations to go their own ways;

14:17 and yet He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.”
14:18 Even saying these things, with difficulty they restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to them.

14:19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.

14:20 But while the disciples stood around him, he got up and entered the city. The next day he went away with Barnabas to Derbe.
3.  “such persecution I have endured,”

a.  Timothy has known Paul most of his life and has seen Paul endure all of these hardships, difficulties, persecutions, and sufferings.

b.  Paul expects Timothy to endure similar hardships, difficulties, persecutions, and sufferings.

c.  The ability to endure these things in life is only possible through the motivation of personal love for God and having grown in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior.


d.  Paul has endured the suffering, just as Timothy will endure the suffering, because they both have the right motivation and the problem solving devices to handle the problems.  The same is true for us.


e.  Three mature believers expressed the divine viewpoint on suffering in life.


(1)  Job 31:23, “For calamity from God is a terror to me, And because of His majesty I can do nothing.”  Job understood the grace of God and was totally dependent upon God’s grace.



(2)  Phil 4:13, “I have the power to do all things by means of the One [Holy Spirit] who keeps on empowering me.”  Paul understood the grace of God and the filling of the Spirit and was totally dependent upon both.



(3)  1 Pet 2:20-21, “For what credit [is it], if while sinning and being beaten you endure?  But if while doing good and suffering you endure, this [is] blessing from God.  For you see, you were called for this reason because Christ also suffered as a substitute for you, leaving behind an example for your benefit, in order that you may follow in His footsteps.”

f.  Paul explained this suffering and persecution in:



(1)  1 Cor 4:11-12, “Up to this present moment we both suffer hunger, and suffer thirst, and are poorly clothed, and receive beatings, and are homeless.  In addition we keep toiling, working with our own hands, when we are verbally abused, we ask for God’s blessing [on those who abuse us], when we are being persecuted, we endure it.”


(2)  1 Cor 9:12, “If others enjoy authority over you, and they do, do we not more?  Yet we did not use this right, but we endure all things, so that we might give no hindrance to the gospel of Christ.”


(3)  1 Cor 10:13, “Testing has not seized you except the human kind.  Moreover God [is] faithful, who will not permit you to be tested beyond that which you are able, but will also provide a way out with the testing, so that you will be able to endure.”


(4)  1 Cor 13:4-7, “Integrity-love is patient; integrity-love is kind; is not filled with jealousy or envy, does not behave as a braggart, is not inflated with arrogance, does not behave dishonorably [disgracefully, indecently]; is not self-seeking; does not become irritated; does not count evil [lawlessness, sin, crime] against anyone; does not rejoice over injustice, but rejoices with the truth; keeps all things confidential, believes all things, has absolute confidence in all things, endures all things.”


(5)  2 Cor 1:6, “Moreover, if we are afflicted and we are, [it is] for your comfort [encouragement] and deliverance.  If we are comforted [encouraged] and we are, [it is] for your comfort [and encouragement], which (comfort and encouragement) becomes effective by means of the endurance of the same sufferings, which we also endure.”


(6)  2 Cor 6:3-10, “giving no occasion for taking offense in any way, in order that the service [of reconciliation] might not be blamed, but in all things demonstrating ourselves as God’s servants by means of great patience (endurance, perseverance), in afflictions, in pressures, in difficulties, in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in physical labors, in sleepless nights, in situations of hunger, with purity, with knowledge, with forbearance (toward others), with kindness, with the Holy Spirit, with genuine love, with the message of truth, with the power of God; by means of the offensive and defensive weapons of righteousness, by means of our renown (the opinion of others of our good reputation) and shameful treatment (from others), by means of a bad reputation and a good reputation; alleged as ‘deceivers’ and yet [we are] the truthful ones, alleged as ‘ignorant ones’ and yet [we are] those receiving complete knowledge, alleged as ‘those in danger of death’ and yet behold we are alive, alleged as ‘those being disciplined’ and yet we are not being put to death, alleged as ‘the unhappy ones,’ but [we are] continually the happy ones, alleged as ‘poor beggars’, but we are making many rich, alleged as ‘having nothing’ and yet we possess all things.”


(7)  2 Thes 1:3-7, “We are obligated to give thanks to God at all times concerning you, brethren, as is proper, because your doctrinal understanding is growing beyond all expectations and the virtue-love of each one of all of you toward one another keeps on increasing, so that we ourselves boast about you concerning your perseverance and doctrine in all your persecutions and afflictions, which afflictions you are enduring, evidence of the righteous judgment of God, with the result that you have been considered worthy of the kingdom of God (on behalf of which kingdom certainly you are suffering, since it is a just thing in the judgment of God to pay back suffering to those who oppress you and relief with us to you who are being oppressed at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with His angels of power.”


(8)  Col 1:11, “because we have been endowed with all power according to the standard of the omnipotence from His glory [divine essence] resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness.”
4.  “and yet out of all of them, the Lord delivered me.”

a.  Paul concludes this sentence with the most important principle he wants Timothy to remember.  The Lord delivers.


b.  The subject of this clause is the Lord Jesus Christ as expressed by Peter in 2 Pet 2:20b-21, 25, “But if while doing good and suffering you endure, this [is] blessing from God.  For you see, you were called for this reason because Christ also suffered as a substitute for you, leaving behind an example for your benefit, in order that you may follow in His footsteps, …For all of you were continually going astray like sheep, but now you have turned toward the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.”

c.  That Jesus Christ delivers us is clearly taught in the Old Testament.



(1)  Ps 34:19, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all.”


(2)  2 Sam 22:18; Ps 18:7, “He delivered me from my strong enemy, From those who hated me, for they were too strong for me.”


(3)  Ps 107:6, “Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble; He delivered them out of their distresses.”


(4)  Prov 28:18, “He who walks blamelessly will be delivered, but he who is crooked will fall all at once.”


(5)  Prov 28:26, “He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, but he who walks wisely will be delivered.”

d.  The Lord rescued Paul from being murdered in Lystra by resuscitating his human body.

e.  The Lord rescued Paul from imprisonment in Philippi.


f.  The Lord delivered Paul from the mob that tried to kill him in Jerusalem.


g.  The Lord delivered Paul from the men who swore not to eat until they assassinated him.


h.  The Lord delivered Paul from the mobs in the various Greek cities that the Jews incited to riot against him.


i.  The Lord delivered Paul from Roman imprisonment.


j.  The Lord delivered Paul from criminals, bandits, and highwaymen.


k.  The Lord delivered Paul from every satanic attack against him.

l.  The Lord provides not only a guardian angel to protect us, but takes personal responsibility for the protection of every Church Age believer as our Shepherd and Guardian.


m.  It was critical for Timothy to remember this, since he would soon be faced with having to go it alone without Paul to turn to for help, guidance, and encouragement.


n.  The same is true for us.  We may have friends, loved ones, and family who care about us, but when it is time for them to go home to be with the Lord, we must remember that the Lord is always with us as the Shepherd and Guardian of our soul.  And therefore, regardless of what happens in life, the Lord will deliver us from all the evil Satan can throw at us through his demons and human agents.
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