2 Timothy 3:10



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which is used to introduce a transition in thought to a new or different line of thought.  It is translated “Now, Moreover, And, Then.”  There is also a mild contrast here between the rejection of the word of God by the false teachers or evangelists of Satan and the acceptance of the word of God by Timothy.  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to Timothy.  With this we have the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PARAKOLOUTHEW, which has three meanings that all apply to Timothy’s relationship with Paul.  It means “(1) to be closely associated with someone viewed as an authority figure, follow literally of direct discipleship; (2) to be attendant upon, follow, accompany, attend with the dative of person; (3) to conform to someone’s belief or practice by paying special attention, follow faithfully, follow as a rule 1 Tim 4:6; 2 Tim 3:10.”
  The verb AKOLOUTHEW means “to follow.”  The preposition PARA means “along side of.”  The idea here is that Timothy followed side by side with Paul in all the things mentioned as objects here.  Therefore, the English idea of “closely following someone” brings out the idea.

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers into a whole all that Timothy has done throughout his spiritual life and emphasizes the results or conclusion.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The active voice indicates that Timothy produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“Now you have closely followed”
- is the possessive genitive of the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my” and governing all the nouns which follow.  Then we have the dative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DIDASKALIA, which has both and active and passive meaning.  The active meaning means: “the act of teaching, teaching, instruction Rom 12:7, 15:4; of Timothy in role as superintendent or overseer 1 Tim 4:13, 16; 2 Tim 3:16;” and the passive meaning “that which is taught, teaching, instruction Mt 15:9; Mk 7:7; Col 2:22; 1 Tim 4:1; Eph 4:14; Tit 1:9; 2:1, 7, 10; 1 Tim 1:10; 4:6; 5:17; 6:1, 3; 2 Tim 3:10; 4:3.”
  The passive meaning is found here.
“my teaching,”
- is the dative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun AGWGĒ, which means literally “the ‘leading’ then came to mean: way of life, conduct, and in 1 Clement 47:6 we have the phrase ‘HE EN CHRISTWI AGWGĒ = the Christian way of life.”
  “This word denotes “orientation,” hence “manner of life.”  In ordinary parlance the word came to have special reference to education or its results; that is, breeding, behavior.  This may well be the background of the use in 2 Tim 3:10.”

“my way of life,”
- is the dative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PROTHESIS, which means “that which is planned in advance, plan, purpose, resolve, or will.”

“my purpose,”
- is the dative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, which means “that which evokes trust and faith; the state of being someone in whom confidence can be placed, faithfulness, reliability, fidelity, commitment Rom 3:3; show all good faith(fullness) Tit 2:10.  It is used with other virtues in Gal 5:22.  It is used this way by Paul with the word HUPOMONĒ (which we also have later in this verse) in 2 Thes 1:4; it is used in the sense of loyalty or faithfulness in 2 Tim 4:7.”

“my faithfulness,”
- is the dative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun MAKROTHUMIA, which means “(1) patience, steadfastness, endurance Col 1:11; Heb 6:12; Jam 5:10; (2) the state of being able to bear up under provocation: forbearance, patience toward others 2 Cor 6:6; Gal 5:22; Col 3:12; 2 Tim 4:2; Eph 4:2.”
  Both meanings apply here to Paul.  He had the endurance to execute the will of God throughout his spiritual life, and he was able to bear up under provocation from the Judaism and other critics.
“my patience,”
- is the dative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, which means “virtue-love” and refers to Paul’s unconditional personal love for God and unconditional love for mankind.
“my virtue-love,”
 - is the dative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun HUPOMONĒ, which means “the capacity to hold out or bear up in the face of difficulty, patience, endurance, fortitude, steadfastness, perseverance Rom 5:3f; 15:4f; 2 Cor 6:4; 1 Thes 1:3; 2 Thes 1:4; 1 Tim 6:11; Tit 2:2; Heb 10:36; Jam 1:3f; 2 Pet 1:6ab; Rev 2:2f, 19; 2 Cor 12:12; Col 1:11.”

“my endurance,”
2 Tim 3:10 corrected translation
“Now you have closely followed my teaching, my way of life, my purpose [plan, resolve], my faithfulness [reliability, commitment, loyalty], my patience [steadfastness, forbearance], my virtue-love, my endurance [perseverance],”
Explanation:
1.  “Now you have closely followed”

a.  Paul transitions to a new subject, which is a also a contrast between the attitude and behavior of the evangelists of Satan or false teachers previously mentioned and what Timothy has observed in the life of the apostle Paul.

b.  Timothy has closely followed the life of Paul because he lived and traveled with Paul for fifteen years.  Paul knows that Timothy knows everything there is to know about him.  Timothy has spent days and weeks and months walking with Paul from city to city, sailing on ships, and talking over breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  Timothy probably knew more about Paul than any man alive (with the possible exception of Luke).

c.  Therefore, Paul is neither under or over stating the case here, when he says that Timothy has closely followed all these things about the thinking, life, conduct, actions, and career of his good friend.


d.  This verb also implies the fact that Timothy was deeply interested in Paul and learning all about him, his background, his thoughts, his attitudes, his concerns, his desires, and his beliefs.  Timothy wanted to know all about Paul and his desire was fulfilled.  There was probably very little about Paul Timothy did not know.  What follows is a list of areas about which Timothy had intimate knowledge regarding Paul.  The list is composed primarily of the actions of Paul in the execution of his spiritual life.
2.  “my teaching [instruction],”

a.  The first and most important thing that Timothy closely followed in the life of Paul was his teaching of the word of God.  Nothing in Paul’s life after faith in Christ was more important than the proper function of his spiritual gift in teaching Bible doctrine.  The most important thing Timothy would ever do in his life was to teach the word of God.  The same is true for any man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


b.  Timothy learned doctrine from Paul and had the privilege of passing that doctrine on to others.


c.  Paul was a great believer because of his attitude toward the word of God and his willingness to make that the highest priority in his life.  This is the attitude that he passed on to Timothy and the thing he wanted Timothy to remember most.  The application to all of us is obvious.

3.  “my way of life [conduct],”

a.  The second thing Paul wanted Timothy to remember was how closely Timothy had followed Paul’s personal conduct or way of life.  Paul’s way of life was personal love for the Lord Jesus Christ, learning, and teaching the word of God.  Paul’s way of life was not keeping the Mosaic Law or following some system of ritual, but learning what God wanted and doing it.


b.  Paul’s way of life was not some system of personal perfection; for he made many mistakes and committed many sins, just as we all do.  Paul’s way of life was graciousness and thoughtfulness of others.  Paul’s way of life was toleration and unconditional love toward weaker believers.


c.  Paul’s way of life was confidence in God, a personal sense of destiny, and sharing the happiness of God.  Paul’s way of life was occupation with Christ.


d.  All these things came from Paul’s double column advance in the spiritual life of reciprocal love for God and persistent positive volition to doctrine.
4.  “my purpose [plan, resolve],”

a.  The third thing Timothy closely followed in the life of Paul was Paul’s purpose and resolve to execute the plan of God.  The plan was not Paul’s plan, but God’s plan.  Paul had resolved from the very beginning of his spiritual life to learn the plan of God and execute God’s purpose for his life.

b.  Paul had the resolve to do the will of God.  Even when he failed, he recovered quickly and resolved to pick himself up, rebound, and keep moving.


c.  Timothy had watched Paul continue in his purpose to learn and obey God regardless of the rejection of others, the problems in the local churches, and his own personal failures.  Paul wanted Timothy to have that same resolve and purpose in his ministry, just as we are to have that same resolve and purpose in the execution of God’s plan for our life.

5.  “my faithfulness [reliability, commitment, loyalty],”

a.  The fourth thing Timothy closely observed and followed in the life of Paul was Paul’s faithfulness, reliability, commitment to the Lord, and loyalty to his Savior.  With the exception of a few failures in his spiritual life, Paul was faithful to the Lord, the Lord’s plan and purpose for his life, and totally loyal.

b.  Paul was faithful to the word of God.  He learned it and he taught it faithfully as it was revealed to him.  Paul was a reliable communicator of the word of God.  He understood the importance of God’s truth and the accurate and faithful communication of what God intended.


c.  Paul was totally committed to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Even when Paul failed to obey the Lord, he did so from the motivation of wanting to advance the plan of God.  He was trying to do the right thing, but did it in the wrong way, which made it wrong.


d.  Faithfulness does not mean perfection.  None of us is perfect.  Faithfulness is the ability to continue to do what the Lord wants even after you have failed miserably.  Loyalty means you keep on trying to do what God wants, even though you may make mistakes.  Disloyalty gives up and stops trying.

6.  “my patience [steadfastness, forbearance],”

a.  The fifth thing that Timothy closely followed in the life of Paul was his patience, steadfastness, and forbearance.  There are two sides to this coin.  On the one hand Paul was patient and forbearing with others.  He gave believers the freedom to grow in grace and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.  On the other hand Paul was steadfast in his purpose to make the issue of the gospel and the importance of the word of God clear to people.


b.  Paul taught doctrine over and over again, so that believers could learn.  Believers don’t always understand the first time something is taught.  Therefore, it has to be repeated and the pastor must be patient with his congregation and allow them the chance to learn and accept what he is teaching.  This was critical for Timothy to understand, especially in the face of the opposition Paul knew he was receiving and would continue to receive in the future.


c.  Paul was steadfast in his objective to make the gospel an issue to unbelievers and make the word of God the issue to believers wherever he went.

d.  The pastor will receive opposition, people will misunderstand, and some will reject what he has to say.  But he must be patient and must be steadfast in his purpose to teach the word of God.

7.  “my virtue-love,”

a.  The sixth thing that Timothy closely followed in the spiritual life of Paul was Paul’s virtue-love.  This is also a two-sided coin with one side being his personal love for God and the other side being his unconditional virtuous love for all mankind.

b.  Timothy got to see on a daily basis Paul’s love for the Lord, which was manifest in his constant motivation to study and teach doctrine.  The pastor’s love for the Lord is exhibited in his diligent study of the Scriptures and his perseverance in teaching even when his authority and message is rejected.


c.  Timothy also got to see on a daily basis Paul’s virtue, honor, and integrity toward others.  Paul not only knew the doctrine regarding love for God and love for others, but put that knowledge into practice as an example to Timothy, Titus, Luke, and others.

8.  “my endurance [perseverance],”

a.  The seventh thing Timothy closely followed in his association with Paul was Paul’s endurance or perseverance in all of these things.  Paul never gave up; he never quit.  Giving up and quitting in the spiritual life is not an option for the Christian.  God expects us to run the race with endurance.  He knows that we may stumble and even fall occasionally, but He expects us to get up and keep going.


b.  Endurance comes from the motivation of personal love for God.  Discouragement is no excuse in the spiritual life.  There is no excuse for failure and there is no reason for discouragement.  God knew we would fail in eternity past, but we are still here.  Therefore, acknowledge the failure and keep going in the spiritual life.  Don’t give up and don’t get discouraged.


c.  Perseverance is what we do after we have failed.  Endurance is what we do after we have had great success.  We do not give up because of failure or sit on our laurels because of success.


d.  The race isn’t over until God takes us home.  Until that day we are still in the race and are expected to keep moving with personal love for God, unconditional virtuous love for others, and making the word of God the most important thing in our life.
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