2 Timothy 2:8
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- is the second person singular present active imperative from the verb MNĒMONEUW, which means “remember, keep in mind, think of.”

The present tense is an iterative present, which indicates that the action should occur at successive intervals.  This is also a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur on a habitual basis.


The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, which means “Jesus Christ.”  With the title “Jesus” coming first we have emphasis on the humanity of our Lord, and therefore, a reminder to remember His spiritual life and work on the cross.
“Remember Jesus Christ,”
- is the appositional accusative masculine singular perfect passive participle from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to be raised” and in this case “resurrected.”

The perfect tense is a dramatic perfect, which is used to bring a past event vividly and dramatically into the present.  The emphasis is on the existing state.


The passive voice indicates that our Lord received the action of being raised.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural adjective VEKROS, used as a substantive and meaning “out from the dead.”

1.  When this adjective in the plural is used as a noun, we have the collective plural, which is translated “the dead” rather than “out from deaths.”

2.  The problem with translating this “out from deaths” is that our Lord was no longer spiritually dead, when He was resurrected.  In fact He was no longer spiritually dead when He finished being judged for our sins on the cross.

3.  When He said “It is finished” that meant that the work of bearing our sins and being judged for them was done.

4.  He was never out of fellowship with God the Holy Spirit through personal sin, which was His qualification to bear our sins.  His spiritual death was unique and different than ours.  How?  He never committed a personal sin, even while receiving our sins in Himself and being judged for them.  Also, when He prayed to God the Father and said, “Into Your hands I commit My spirit,” He was certainly not spiritually dead.


5.  Our Lord had a unique spiritual death, in that while He was bearing our sins He was spiritually dead in relationship to God the Father, yet because He was without sin He was never out of fellowship with God the Holy Spirit.


6.  God the Father could have nothing to do with helping Him while judging Him as a substitute for us.  He was spiritually separated from God the Father while bearing our sins and being judged for them.  During that time He was definitely experiencing spiritual death.   However, that spiritual death ended before He died, and therefore, He can be resurrected from only one death—physical death.  He is not resurrected from “deaths” but from “the dead.”
“resurrected out from the dead,”
- is the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the neuter singular noun SPERMA, which means “from the seed” in the sense of “genetic line.”  With this we have the possessive genitive or genitive of relationship from the masculine singular proper noun DAUID, which means “of David” in the sense of “belonging to David.”
“from the seed of David,”
 - is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION with the subjective genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “according to my gospel,” that is, the message of good news given by Paul to proclaim to others.
“according to my gospel,”
2 Tim 2:8 corrected translation
“Remember Jesus Christ, resurrected out from the dead, from the seed of David, according to my gospel,”
Explanation:
1.  “Remember Jesus Christ,”

a.  Paul continues with another command, a command to be occupied with Christ.  This command is no different than the command of Heb 12:2, “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, disregarding the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

b.  This is the same command given by our Lord regarding the Eucharist, 1 Cor 11:24-25, “and after having given thanks, He broke [the bread] and said, ‘This represents My body, which is for your benefit.  Do this for a reminder of Me.’  In the same way He also took the cup after their eating, saying, ‘This cup represents the new covenant by means of My blood.  Do this, as often as you drink, for a reminder of Me’.”

c.  All Church Age believers are to remember the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is why we have a ritual to remind us to remember Him.  But remembering Jesus Christ is especially important for the man with the spiritual communication gift.  For him every day is a day to remember Jesus Christ.


d.  Paul is helping Timothy get his eyes off himself and his problems, his congregation and their problems, the Roman government and their problems, and back where they belong on the Lord Jesus Christ.

e.  The pastor cannot remember Jesus Christ without remembering several things:



(1)  Jesus Christ has already done the most for that pastor, therefore, He will not withhold the less.



(2)  If Jesus Christ doesn’t provide it, then it is not worth having.



(3)  Personal sin is not the issue in life.  God’s love for us is the issue in life.



(4)  We love, because He first loved us.



(5)  Everything has been already provided in grace.



(6)  God has a perfect plan for our life and has given us our very own spiritual life to execute that plan.



(7)  That spiritual life was already tested and proved perfect for the task of glorifying God by our Lord Jesus Christ during His first advent.



(8)  That He is the slave of the Christ Jesus, our Lord.
2.  “resurrected out from the dead,”

a.  Paul then mentions the thing that He wants Timothy to remember most about the Lord—He has already been resurrected from the dead.  The Lord has already conquered death.  Therefore, there is nothing in this life the Lord cannot conquer as well.

b.  Since Timothy is in union with Christ and Christ has already won the victory over death, there is nothing in this life that Timothy cannot be victorious at with the Lord.  Therefore, Timothy needs to remember the Lord, remember his relationship to the Lord, remember that Christ has won the greatest victory in life, and that Timothy is going to share in that victory.


c.  However, if Timothy gets his eyes on his problems and the distractions from others, he will miss out completely on sharing in the fruits of that victory.  The spoils of victory already belong to the believer in Christ.  The resurrection of Christ is the proof of that victory and the proof that we share the victory of Christ.


d.  We are in union with Christ, and therefore, share everything He has.  Since our Lord has won the victory over death by His resurrection, we will share in that victory.  If we already share in the most difficult victory in life, that is, victory over death, then it follows with stronger reason that we can win every other victory in life.
3.  “from the seed of David,”

a.  The importance of our Lord’s genealogy is dramatically seen in the very opening of the gospel of Matthew, Mt 1:1, “The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham.”  David was the king of Israel.  This is a reminder to Timothy that he has an eternal relationship with royalty.  He is spiritual royalty, just as our Lord is Jewish royalty.


b.  Since he is spiritual royalty in union with the king of Israel, then what does he have to fear from any Jew, any Judaizer, or anyone that would make an issue out of race.  Timothy was a Jew.  He was in union with the King of the Jews.  However, being a Jew no longer mattered, because he was now in Christ Jesus.


c.  More important than being a Jew was the fact that Timothy was spiritually and eternally related to the king of the Jews, Jesus Christ.

4.  “according to my gospel,”

a.  In Rom 2:16, Paul also calls the good news message of salvation through faith in Christ “my gospel.”  “On the day in which God will judge the secrets of those men according to my gospel through Christ Jesus.”

b.  Next Paul reminds Timothy that all of this has been and continues to be the central message and good news, which belongs to Christ and has been given to certain men during human history to communicate to other men.

c.  The gospel is the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The gospel belongs to our Lord.  Paul is the custodian of that message of good news from Jesus Christ to mankind.  In the same respect, just as the message of our Lord has been entrusted to Paul for communication to others and inculcated to men like Timothy, so also Timothy is now to be the custodian or caretaker of that message and ensure its transmission to others.


d.  Paul wants Timothy to remember Jesus Christ according to the standard of the message that our Lord has entrusted to Paul, and which Paul is now entrusting to Timothy.


e.  The central focus of Timothy’s life and teaching must be the person and work of Christ.  The highlight of that message is Christ resurrected.  This is the greatest news ever to exist.


f.  The resurrection of Christ is the greatest thing that ever happened in human history.  It proved beyond any doubt that Jesus Christ was the Son of God and that God the Father totally accepted His work on the Cross as efficacious for eternal salvation.  There is no other news greater than that.


g.  That message must be the central message of Timothy’s thinking, study, and teaching.  It is the standard by which all things in the spiritual life are judged.
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