2 Timothy 2:7



- is the second person singular present active imperative from the verb NOEW, which means, “to think over with care, consider, or take note of Mt 24:15; Mk 13:14; consider what I say 2 Tim 2:7; to pay heed with intent to act appropriately.”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action that is proposed but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “the things which” or “what.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “I am saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“Consider what I am saying.”
- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and giving the reason why Timothy is to carefully consider what Paul is saying.  With this we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “he will give.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will happen in the future.


The active voice indicates that God the Holy Spirit will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  This is also a dative of advantage, meaning “for your benefit.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, which means “the Lord” and refers to God the Holy Spirit, our Mentor and Teacher.
“For the Lord will give to you”
- is the accusative feminine singular direct object from the noun SUNESIS, which means “the content of understanding or comprehension, insight, understanding; insight into, understanding of something Eph 3:4; 2 Tim 2:7.”
  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive and meaning “in all things” and referring to all spheres of doctrinal understanding.
“total understanding in all things.”
2 Tim 2:7 corrected translation
“Consider what I am saying.  For the Lord will give to you total understanding in all things.”
Explanation:
1.  “Consider what I am saying.”

a.  Paul continues with another command to Timothy (and by extension to all believers).  We are to carefully consider what Paul has taught us.  Timothy is to carefully consider what Paul has directed him to do.

b.  Commands in Scripture are given for our benefit.  The teaching of the New Testament canon of Scripture is for our benefit.


c.  Paul did not say what he had to say for the purpose of pontificating.  What he had to say was significant and important.  It would make the difference between being a vessel of honor or a vessel of dishonor for Timothy.


d.  The verb NOEW basically means to think about something.  But it means more than simply to think about something.  It means to think hard about what has been said, to concentrate on it, to carefully weigh the importance of it, and then to make right decisions based upon it.


e.  God cannot make us do the right thing.  He can only tell us the right thing and then tell us to act upon what He has told us.

f.  Just as Timothy had the responsibility to carefully consider what Paul was telling him for his own benefit, so also we need to carefully consider what the word of God tells us.

2.  “For the Lord will give to you total understanding in all things.”

a.  Then Paul gives Timothy the reason why he needs to give careful consideration to what is being said.

b.  The title “Lord” here is a reference to God the Holy Spirit, just as it is in 2 Cor 3:17 “(Now the Lord is the Spirit.  And where the Spirit from the Lord [is], [there is] freedom.)”

c.  God the Holy Spirit is the one who gives us total understanding or comprehension of all things related to spiritual phenomena.  This is the point of three major passages of Scripture.



(1)  It was prophesied by our Lord, Jn 15:26, “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me,”


(2)  Jn 16:13, “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.”


(3)  1 Cor 2:10-13, “But God [the Father] has revealed them to us through the Spirit; for the [human] spirit investigates all things, even the deep things of God.  For who among mankind understands human matters except the man’s self which is in him?  In the same manner also divine matters no one comprehends except the [Holy] Spirit of God.  Now we have not received the spirit of this world [cosmic thinking] from God [the Holy Spirit], but the [human] spirit, in order that we might understand the things which have been graciously given to us by God [the Father], which things we are also communicating, not by means of the teaching from human wisdom, but by means of the teaching from the Spirit by explaining [comparing, combining, interpreting] spiritual things to the spiritual ones.”

d.  Paul is reminding Timothy that there is nothing regarding Bible doctrine that God the Holy Spirit will not help him understand thoroughly.


e.  Therefore, Timothy has nothing to worry about concerning those who might be critical of him with regard to his correct doctrinal understanding and teaching.


f.  Not only will God the Holy Spirit give him the academic or human understanding of the Scripture, but also give him the complete spiritual understanding of the Scripture, so that he will be able to effectively teach others.


g.  Timothy, like all pastors, will get the help he needs to do what God has commanded him to do.  No pastor can ever say that he is without help in understanding the word of God.  God the Holy Spirit has specifically been given to him for that purpose.  The same is true for all members of the royal family of God.  The only thing required on our part is positive volition, genuine humility for teachability, and objectivity.


h.  God the Holy Spirit does not give pastors or believers total understanding of all subjects of human understanding in life.  There is only one subject the pastor must master, and that is the word of God.  This is why believers who pray for help on academic tests don’t get that help.  That is a matter of studying and understanding before hand.

i.  We have been left on earth after salvation that we might understand the things which have been graciously given to us by God, that is, to comprehend all things of God, even the deep things of God.  This process is called the metabolization of Bible doctrine.
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