2 Timothy 2:3



- is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb SUGKAKOPATHEW, which means “suffer together with someone: suffer hardship with (me) as a good soldier 2 Tim 2:3; join with me in suffering for the gospel 1:8.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers together in a single whole Timothy’s life as a pastor-teacher and presents it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.

The active voice indicates that Timothy (and every pastor-teacher) is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of command, in which Paul makes a direct positive demand on the volition of his friend.
The object “[me]” is not found in the Greek was is so strongly implied by the verb that it is not necessary to state.
“Suffer together with [me]”
- is the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like” with the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective KALOS, meaning “good, honorable, excellent” and the noun STRATIWTĒS, which means “soldier.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive masculine singular from the proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “of Christ Jesus” in the sense of “belonging to Christ Jesus.”
“as an honorable soldier of Christ Jesus.”
2 Tim 2:3 corrected translation
“Suffer together with [me] as an honorable soldier of Christ Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “Suffer together with [me]”

a.  Paul continues by making another demand on his friend Timothy.  Paul is not being harsh or abrasive here, but rather ensuring that Timothy understands that this is something he must do as a fellow-soldier of Christ Jesus, our Lord.  All soldiers suffer hardship.  It is the nature of their business to be in danger and under attack at all times.



(1)  They are frequently overloaded with equipment, analogous to having too many things to do and not enough time to get them all done.


(2)  They are frequently too hot or too cold, analogous to having to deal with fellow believers who are either emotionally wound too tight or are apathetic and nonchalant about God’s word.



(3)  They are frequently tired and need sleep.  No analogy is necessary, since pastor’s are frequently tired and need sleep.


(4)  They are frequently hungry, analogous to the pastor always wanting more spiritual food.



(5)  They are frequently under enemy attack, analogous to the daily attacks from the sin nature and demon forces.



(6)  They are frequently in training, analogous to the daily studying and the frequent teaching a pastor must do.


b.  Paul is reminding Timothy of all the hardships Paul himself has suffered because of his faith in Christ and responsibility as a communicator of God’s word.  Paul is also reminding Timothy of all the hardships Timothy has already suffered with Paul during their work together in Ephesus, Colossae, Philippi, Thessalonica, Corinth, and many other places.

c.  Paul is telling Timothy that suffering hardship is something he should expect.  The undeserved suffering is not going to stop.  Therefore, Timothy needs to get use to it, not whine about it, not feel sorry for himself, and not give up.


d.  Paul is telling Timothy to jump into the battle with all guns blazing.  Being timid, afraid, or worried just does not make it in the spiritual life of a pastor.  A pastor should expect opposition; otherwise he is probably not doing his job correctly.


e.  If a pastor thinks Satan is going to allow him to proclaim the word of God unopposed, he is living in a fantasy world.


f.  The missionary is the point man on the spiritual combat team.  The pastor is the squad leader directing the patrol.  The congregation is the patrol members and rest of the company supporting the patrol.


g.  Paul is telling Timothy to not try to avoid hardship but accept it and keep fighting.  We are not to give up, quit, or back down when the going gets tough in the spiritual life.  That is when we lace up our boots a little tighter, reload our prayer magazine, and return fire.


h.  Paul was about to face the greatest hardship of his life, having to leave this life, his ministry, his friends, and his privilege of serving as an honorable and excellent soldier of Christ Jesus.  He was about to PCS (permanent change of station) to a new duty station in heaven.


i.  Paul knew that life was only going to get tougher for Timothy after his departure and he was preparing Timothy for that change.  Timothy was going to have to take the colors from Paul and keep going up the hill.
2.  “as an honorable soldier of Christ Jesus.”

a.  Then Paul tells Timothy the manner in which he expects Timothy to suffer with him.  He is to do it honorably as an excellent soldier.  Not all soldiers are honorable.  Some are dishonorably discharged from the Christian life through the sin unto death.

b.  Timothy has been an honorable soldier all his life.  The last thing Paul wants to see happen is Timothy fail to carry on after his death and be dishonorably discharged from the spiritual life.


c.  Timothy is an excellent soldier.  There is no reason for him to stop being an excellent soldier, even if the enemy is taking his commander from him.

d.  Timothy belongs to Christ Jesus, not to Paul.  Timothy needs to focus on the Lord Jesus Christ, not what is happening to Paul.  Paul reminds Timothy that he belongs to Christ, and regardless of what happens to those he loves, he must go on in life, executing the will of God.


e.  Being an honorable soldier of Christ means the following:



(1)  Living our very own spiritual life one day at a time.



(2)  Continuing to grow in grace and the knowledge of the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.



(3)  Maintaining our spiritual fitness through learning and applying doctrine daily.



(4)  Continuing to trust in the Lord in all things.



(5)  Using the problem solving devices of the plan of God to endure hardship, undeserved suffering, and testing in life.



(6)  Continuing to have total obedience to those in authority over us.



(7)  Executing the will, plan, and policies of our commanding officer, the Lord Jesus Christ.



(8)  Conducting yourself in a manner worthy of our station in life, as an honorable soldier of Christ Jesus.

 
f.  Being an honorable soldier, we can look forward to retirement in heaven as Paul was looking forward to that same retirement.  Paul wants Timothy to look forward to the suffering he will inevitably endure now, so that he can look forward to the greater retirement than anyone can even imagine in the future.
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