2 Timothy 2:25



- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun PRAUTĒS, which means “the quality of not being overly impressed by a sense of one’s self-importance: gentleness, humility, courtesy, considerateness, meekness.”
 It is translated as follows in the NT:
1 Cor 4:21, “What do you want?  Shall I come to you with a disciplinary rod or with virtue-love and a state of mind of gracious humility.”
2 Cor 10:1, “Now I, Paul, myself urge you by means of the humility and graciousness [EPIEIKEIA] of Christ, who in person on the one hand am subservient among you, but on the other hand while absent I am courageous toward you.”
Tit 3:2, “to slander no one, to be non-contentious, kind, showing every considerateness with reference to all men.”
Gal 5:23, “humility, self-control.  Against such things there is no law.”
Gal 6:1, “Brethren, if in fact a friend has been detected in a certain transgression, you the spiritual ones, may restore such a one with a state of mind of humility, watching yourself that you are also not tempted.”
Col 3:12, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility [TAPEINOPHROSUNĒ], gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance],”
Eph 4:2, “with all humility and true sensitivity, with perseverance tolerate one another by means of virtue-love.”
Jam 1:21, “Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.”
Jam 3:13, “Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the humility of wisdom.”
1 Pet 3:16, “but with humility and respect have an intrinsically good conscience, in order that in that which you are criticized those who verbally abuse your intrinsically good conduct in Christ might be put to shame.”
Clearly the basic meaning of the word is humility, but also has the nuance of graciousness, kindness, considerateness, and thoughtfulness.  “Gracious humility” or “thoughtful humility” gives the basic idea expressed here as the manner in which disciplinary authority is exercised by the pastor-teacher.
Then we have the appositional or explanatory accusative masculine singular present active participle from the verb PAIDEUW, which means “to assist in the development of a person’s ability to make appropriate choices: practice discipline; correct, give guidance to someone 2 Tim 2:25; Tit 2:12; discipline with punishment mostly of divine discipline Heb 12:6, 10b; Rev 3:19; 1 Cor 11:32; 2 Cor 6:9; 1 Tim 1:20.”
  This word describes the corrective disciplinary action taken by a parent over a child, and so we could legitimately translate it “to take corrective disciplinary action toward.”

The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur now and continue throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that the pastor is responsible for producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural articular present middle participle from the verb ANTIDIATITHĒMI, which means “oppose oneself, be opposed.”

The article is used as a demonstrative/relative pronoun combination “the ones who” or “those who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present which describes the action as now occurring.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which lays stress on the volition of the subject (those in opposition) as producing the action of their own accord without help from anyone else.  They are personally responsible for their own decision to be in opposition.


The participle is circumstantial.  Literally this says: “the ones who oppose.”  I translate it: “those in opposition.”
“taking corrective disciplinary action in gracious humility toward those in opposition,”
- is the negative interrogative particle MĒPOTE, which literally means “that not,” but is also used in questions, meaning “perhaps.”  However, it can also be used to “introduce something conjectured, meaning: probably, perhaps.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which looks at the action as a fact that is possible in the future.


The active voice indicates that God may produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used in dependent (subordinate) clauses to introduce a possible purpose of the subject.  It is translated by the words: “that, in order that, or so that.”  The subjunctive indicates that God has the option of allowing them to continue to live and receive corrective discipline for as long as it takes for them to change their mind or not doing so and taking them out relatively quickly through the state of sinfulness resulting in death.  The sovereignty of God also has the freedom to function in human history, just as the volition of man has the freedom to accept or reject the word of God.

This is followed by dative indirect object from the third person plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “to them” and referring to those in opposition to Bible doctrine, that is, the teaching of the word of God.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “God” and can refer here to any one of the three members of the Trinity, but specifically refers to the ministry of God the Holy Spirit (our Helper) in the soul of the Church Age believer.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun METANOIA, which means “a change of mind.”
“so that perhaps God may give them a change of mind”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose (translated “for the purpose of”) from the feminine singular noun EPIGNWSIS, meaning “full knowledge.”  Finally, we have the objective genitive of the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “of the Truth” and refers to the word of God.  A change of mind about Bible teaching does not necessarily result in a believer achieving full knowledge of the word of God.  He or she must still act on that change of mind with daily positive volition.  However, the corrective disciplinary action is given by God through the pastor for the express purpose of changing the opponent believer’s mind about the importance of doctrine.  Hence, EIS plus the accusative of purpose seems to be the better meaning here rather than EIS plus the accusative of result.
“for the purpose of full knowledge of the Truth,”
2 Tim 2:25 corrected translation
“taking corrective disciplinary action in gracious humility toward those in opposition, so that perhaps God may give them a change of mind for the purpose of full knowledge of the Truth,”
Explanation:
1.  “taking corrective disciplinary action in gracious humility toward those in opposition,”

a.  The entire sentence reads thus far: “Moreover, the slave of the Lord must not fight physically or verbally, but he must be kind toward all, skillful in teaching, tolerant in spite of evil, taking corrective disciplinary action in gracious humility toward those in opposition, so that perhaps God may give them a change of mind for the purpose of full knowledge of the Truth,…”

b.  The slave of the Lord (the pastor-teacher) must take corrective disciplinary action.


(1)  Because of the length of the sentence, many people miss this point of doctrine.



(2)  The circumstantial participle continues the action of the main verb previously begun.  The main verb DEI, means “one must.”  The subject of the impersonal “one” is the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher actively functioning in the local church.



(3)  Therefore, the pastor of a local church must take action to correct those who are wrong.


c.  The first action any leader takes is to patiently explain what a follower should or should not do.  When the believer acts like they don’t understand because they keep on doing the same thing wrong, then you explain again in more detail, just as a parent does when they sit a child down and go over all the details of what they did wrong, why they did it wrong, and what the consequences are going to be the next time.  The pastor does this impersonally and objectively from the pulpit and not in a face-to-face situation.


d.  When the believer continues to act in a manner that is distracting to the spiritual growth of the rest of the congregation or a portion of the congregation, then the leaders of the church should go to that person and talk to them privately and graciously, making it clear that the continuation of the behavior will not be tolerated in the church.


e.  Finally, when the believer simply rejects to the teaching of the word of God and refuses to change, the pastor has the option of asking them to leave the church.  He should not do so until every other possible course of action has been tried.


f.  However, when all is said and done, it is the pastor’s final authority to take corrective disciplinary action against open, antagonistic rejection of the word of God.


h.  In all disciplinary action taken by any pastor or board of deacons their attitude must be one of gracious humility.  The principle is explained in Gal 6:1, “Brethren, if in fact a friend has been detected in a certain transgression, you the spiritual ones, may restore such a one with a state of mind of humility, watching yourself that you are also not tempted.”


(1)  The key to dealing with other believers in a state of sinfulness, human good, or evil is gracious humility.



(2)  It is absolutely wrong for any Christian to “confront” another Christian over their sinfulness or wrongdoing, because they too have a sin nature and would also need to be confronted by someone else.  Christianity is not a system of legalism, whereby we all go about confronting one another over what they have done wrong.  That’s what the Pharisees did.



(3)  Gracious humility seeks to help a fellow Christian that is a friend, someone you care about and genuinely want to help.  But there is a razor thin line between genuinely wanting to help a friend who is in wrongdoing and violating their privacy and their priesthood.  Most of the time is it far better to leave the matter in the Lord’s hands and allow the sinning believer to figure out their problem for themselves (as they are receiving divine discipline to focus their attention on the fact something is wrong) and figure out how to use the problem solving devices for themselves.



(4)  No matter what we do to help a fellow believer it must be done graciously and with great humility.  If there is even the slightest possibility of us starting to judge the other person for what they are doing wrong, then leave them alone and forget it.  Put the matter in the Lord’s hands and walk away from the situation; even if it is a loved one.

i.  The final phrase in this clause is critical—”those in opposition.”  This refers to those who are openly and defiantly opposed to the teaching of the word of God.  These people form cliques and destroy the local church through divisions and schisms.


(1)  The pastor’s job is not to throw people out of the church for sinning.  Everyone sins.



(2)  The pastor’s job is not to throw people out of the church for getting involved in human good, as long as they don’t bring their crusade into the church.



(3)  The pastor’s job is not to throw people out of the local church for being involved in evil.  As we have just seen in the previous verse he is to be “tolerant in spite of evil.”

j.  The pastor is not to tolerate those who are openly antagonistic to Bible doctrine, Bible teaching, and the word of God.  He is to take corrective disciplinary action against them.  He is to be gracious and humble, which means objective and kind to them, as he takes action against them.  However, he is not to sit back, do nothing, and allow them to create divisions in the church.

k.  The opponents of Timothy and any pastor are in opposition to what he teaches.  They may say they are in opposition to him, but in reality it is the doctrine they hate.  They cannot attack the word of God.  That would be too obvious.  Therefore, they must disguise their opposition to God by their opposition to God’s messenger.

l.  The pastor must never take attacks on himself personal.  Usually they are simply rejection of the word of God and he happens to be in the way.

2.  “so that perhaps God may give them a change of mind

a.  The reason and purpose for the pastor taking gracious disciplinary action against those in opposition to the word of God is so that God can give them an opportunity to change their mind and return to a state of positive volition toward doctrine.

b.  The big word in this phrase is “perhaps.”  “Perhaps” indicates that there are two volitions involved here: God’s volition or sovereignty, and the volition of the person antagonistic to doctrine.  “Perhaps” indicates that God doesn’t have to be gracious to these opponents.  He can take them out immediately as He did Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5.  “Perhaps” indicates that these opponents probably won’t change their mind and will more than likely remain negative to doctrine and the teaching of doctrine.


c.  This phrase also tells us that there is only one solution to rejection of doctrine—a change of mind.  A change of mind means a change in what we believe to be true.  If we believe the teaching of doctrine is valueless and a waste of time, we must change our mind or face the discipline of God.  The disciplinary action taken by the pastor in graciousness is only the very beginnings of warning discipline from God.  There is still intensified and dying discipline to follow.


d.  If we are openly antagonistic to a pastor, a church, or the teaching of Scripture, then we are probably in reversionism, which means we are in locked-in negative volition, with emotional revolt against the soul, and hardness of heart or scar tissue of the soul.  This is why the word “perhaps” is used here.  Since we are in locked-in negative volition, only a change of mind in our volitional state is going to remove us from the discipline we must face.

e.  God giving an antagonistic believer a change of mind is human language of accommodation.  This does not imply that God coerces the human mind to change from negative to positive or from positive to negative.  God does not coerce human volition.



(1)  God is gracious and not willing that any of us be punished.  But He punishes every son whom He receives, because we all commit sins after salvation (1 Jn 1:8, 10).



(2)  The contingency “may” has to do with our willingness to stop being antagonistic and rejecting God.  If we are willing to do this, then God graciously will teach us very quickly the importance of His Word.


(3)  God gives every believer a clear understanding of the importance of doctrine, just as He gives every unbeliever a clear understanding of the love God demonstrated in the work of Christ on the cross on his or her behalf.  The antagonistic believer’s volition must be willing to change with regard to doctrine, and then God graciously gives to him a total change of mind through making the importance of Bible doctrine a reality to him.  This is the meaning of the last phrase.

3.  “for the purpose of full knowledge of the Truth,”

a.  God the Holy Spirit has a ministry to the negative believer.  That ministry is to change his mind about the importance of God’s word.

b.  The negative believer is out of fellowship with God and in reversionism.  The only way that believer can recover his spiritual life and begin truly living it is by using the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 and learning Bible doctrine.


c.  Learning the word of God is putting the full knowledge of the Truth in the soul of the believer.  his is the objective and purpose of the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  God the Holy Spirit cannot fulfill His purpose to us until we have a change of mind about the importance of God’s Word as the number one value in our Christian life.


d.  Without the full knowledge or epignosis knowledge of the Truth we have no real spiritual life and certainly no personal love for God.  Without epignosis (full) knowledge of the Truth we cannot share God’s happiness, cannot be occupied with Christ, or be filled up to all the fullness of God—pleroma status.


e.  Therefore, the pastor is commanded to take disciplinary action against those who are negative to doctrine for the purpose of giving God the chance to change their mind about doctrine and have the wonderful things He has designed for them.  Therefore, one of the kindest and most thoughtful and most gracious things a pastor will ever do for us is to humbly bring disciplinary action against us for our opposition to doctrine.  It is God reaching out to us in love.
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