2 Timothy 2:24



- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE.  Since the previous verse dwelt with the fact that a pastor must not get involved in verbal fighting and this verse says that a pastor must not become involved in physical fighting.  It should be translated “Moreover.”  Then we have the accusative-infinitive construction, in which the noun in the accusative case acts as the subject of the infinitive, which functions as a finite verb.  Complicating this construction is the use of the impersonal main verb DEI, which means “it is necessary” with the negative OU, meaning “not.”  So to begin with we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the masculine singular noun DOULOS, which means “slave” or “servant.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, which means “of the Lord” in the sense of “belonging to the Lord.”  Then we have the negative OU, meaning “not” with the third person singular present active indicative from the impersonal verb DEI, which means “it is necessary” or “one must.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a condition that is always true throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that the “slave of the Lord;” that is, the pastor-teacher in this context (based upon the fact that this same person must be “able to teach”) must produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the present deponent middle/passive infinitive from the verb MACHOMAI, which means “to fight physically; to engage in physical combat.”  This also came to mean “to dispute or fight with words; to fight verbally.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition that is always and universally true.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the pastor producing the action of not fighting physically or verbally.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action of the main verb DEI and also functions as the finite verb of the indirect statement with the noun in the accusative functioning as the subject.  Literally this phrase says, “Moreover it is necessary that the slave of the Lord not fight” or it could be translated:

“Moreover, the slave of the Lord must not fight physically or verbally,”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the accusative subject of the infinitive from the masculine singular adjective ĒPIOS, meaning “gentle, kind.”  Then we have the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a condition that is always true throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that the “slave of the Lord;” that is, the pastor-teacher must produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action of the main verb DEI and also functions as the finite verb of the indirect statement with the noun in the accusative functioning as the subject.  Literally this says, “but it is necessary that he be kind” or we can simply translate it: “but he must be kind.”  With this we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of direction or relationship from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “with, before, or toward all.”
“but he must be kind toward all,”
- is the appositional accusative from the masculine singular adjective DIDAKTIKOS, which means “skillful in teaching 1 Tim 3:2.”

“skillful in teaching”
 - is the appositional accusative from the masculine singular adjective ANEXIKAKOS, which means “bearing evil without resentment: patient, tolerant” (BDAG).  It denotes “patiently forbearing evil” (See Vine’s word studies).
“tolerant in spite of evil,”
2 Tim 2:24 corrected translation
“Moreover, the slave of the Lord must not fight physically or verbally, but he must be kind toward all, skillful in teaching, tolerant in spite of evil,”
Explanation:
1.  “Moreover, the slave of the Lord must not fight physically or verbally,”

a.  Paul continues his thoughts with essential requirements of the pastor-teacher in the local church.

b. The pastor is the slave of the Lord Jesus Christ.



(1)  Therefore, he is to do what he is told.  He does not get any choice in the matter.  There is no option for him to argue with the Lord.  He simply must do as a he is told.



(2)  Obedience to the absolute authority of the Lord Jesus Christ is essential for the man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  If he resents authority, he will not make it in the ministry.


(3)  The pastor’s orders are to be skillful in teaching.  This requires an enormous amount of humility, objectivity, willingness to correct mistakes, and complete willingness to take orders.



(4)  In order to fulfill all the requirements of the Lord as a pastor-teacher, the man with this spiritual gift must be willing to obey those requirements.  This is why various systems of unjust, unfair, and unreasonable authority are great preparation for the ministry.  The congregation may not always be fair.  The deacon board may not always be fair.  Satan will certainly never be fair.  Life will be unfair for the pastor.  He must deal with it without reaction in obedience to God’s will for his life.


c.  Fighting is not an option for a pastor.  He does not get to fight either verbally or physically.  For him to do either is a sin and a direct violation of this command.  Fighting proves nothing and solves nothing for a pastor.  His fight is with the forces of evil in the second heaven.


d.  Fighting, both verbally and physically, is a distraction from God’s will for his life.  The pastor, like any man, has the right to defend himself when attacked physically, just as a nation has a right to defend itself when attacked.  But verbal attacks are a matter for the Supreme Court of Heaven.  The pastor’s vindication is from the Lord.  Isa 54:17, “‘No weapon that is formed against you will prosper; and every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their vindication is from Me,’ declares the Lord.”
2.  “but he must be kind toward all,”

a.  Instead of fighting, the pastor has a special testimony to others.  He is responsible for modeling graciousness, kindness, thoughtfulness, and unconditional love toward all from the virtue, honor, and integrity of the doctrine in his soul.  His motivation for doing this is his reciprocal love for the Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  Graciousness, kindness, thoughtfulness, and unconditional love toward all is the burden that the slave-pastor bears for the Lord.  There will always be those who are apathetic in a local church.  The pastor must be gracious and kind to them.  There will always be those who are antagonistic in a local church.  The pastor must be gracious and kind to them.  There will always be those who are sinful and evil in a local church.  The pastor must be gracious and kind to them.


c.  The pastor treats those in his congregation as the Lord would treat them, if He were there, so that they may see by example the attitude and behavior expected of every Christian.


f.  Kindness is gracious, giving, thoughtful, gentle, patient when wronged, tolerant, and honorable toward all.  Kindness is sometimes tough, hardnosed, authoritative, and dogmatic.  Sometimes that is the best thing you can do for a person to keep them on the right track; that is, in the wagon tracks of righteousness.  For example, one of the kindest things ever done for an athlete is for the coach to be tough on him, so that he will reach his full potential and ability, exceeding everything he ever thought he could do; or, for a drill sergeant to burn authority orientation into his soul, which can save his life and the lives of others in combat.

3.  “skillful in teaching”

a.  One of the most important things a pastor must be able to do is teach the word of God.  This is a spiritual gift, but it does not and cannot work in a vacuum.  The pastor must be properly trained and prepared.  Every man’s preparation is different, but all should include some system of tough authority along with preparation in the original languages, theology, history, and Bible teaching from his own pastor(s).  (A person may and can have more than one pastor during his lifetime and during his period of preparation.)

b.  If the virtue, honor, and integrity of the soul are not there first, skillfulness in teaching is useless.


c.  The spiritual gift gives the pastor-teacher the ability to do two things:



(1)  The ability to understand the word of God in the original languages, provided that man is diligent in study.



(2)  The ability to teach the word of God accurately based upon that study.


d.  The skill in teaching comes from the wisdom to recognize when to repeat and when to move on to another subject.  The skill in teaching is being able to recognize that the congregation does not understand and trying something different so that they will understand.


e.  The skill in teaching involves organization of one’s thoughts in a logical manner, and then presenting those thoughts step-by-step, so that they make sense.  Skill in teaching is being able to bring other Scriptures to bear on the subject at hand, so that a different light is shed on the passage for clarification.


f.  The fact Paul repeated this requirement from his first letter to Timothy indicates the critical importance of this characteristic for a pastor.


g.  Being skillful in teaching does not mean knowing how to be a wordsmith, or how to stimulate the emotions of a congregation, or how to keep them entertained.  Being skillful in teaching means knowing what you are talking about because you know exactly what the Scriptures say and you are diligent in communicating that message until your congregation cannot forget it.

4.  “tolerant in spite of evil,”

a.  This is one of the most difficult things a pastor must do.  Evil is arrogant human good and arrogant sinfulness.  The pastor must be tolerant of these things because they are issues in the angelic conflict.  There will be evil in the world as long as Satan is the ruler of the world.  Even in the millennial reign of Christ, evil will be created by unbelievers and apostate, degenerate believers.  This will prove once and for all that mankind cannot blame Satan for his own arrogance, sinfulness, and evil.


b.  The pastor must tolerate evil, just as Satan must tolerate the pastor’s teaching of Bible doctrine.  Both evil and doctrine are permanent issues in human history as part of the extension of the angelic conflict into human history.


c.  Toleration does not mean that the pastor condones evil, human good, or sinfulness.  They are tolerated only until they interfere with a believer or group of believer’s ability to continue to grow in grace and the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.


d.  Evil is being tolerated by God as an issue in the angelic appeal trial.  Therefore, the pastor has the obligation as the slave of Christ to tolerate evil as His Lord is doing.


e.  The day will come when evil will no longer be tolerated by the Lord.  But that day is to be determined by the Lord and not by the pastor becoming arrogant and a tyrant in his own church.


f.  Paul gave us a perfect example of toleration in the church of Corinth by graciously permitting an incestuous believer the time to recover.  When he refused to do so, he was excommunicated by Paul.  When he did recover, he was graciously permitted to return to the congregation, (1 Cor 5:1-5 cf. 2 Cor 2:5-12).
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