2 Timothy 2:23



- is the mild adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” and setting up a contrast between the command to pursue righteousness, doctrine, virtue-love, and harmony with God and getting involved in verbal battles, arguments, and debates that go nowhere.  With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and adjective MWROS, which means “foolish, stupid” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the adjective APAIDEUTOS, which means “uninstructed, uneducated, or uninformed.”
  With this we have the feminine plural noun ZĒTĒSIS, which means “(1) a search for information: investigation.  In the Pastoral Epistles it may denote the investigation of religious and theological problems: 1 Tim 6:4; 2 Tim 2:23; Tit 3:9.  But here the context permits other interpretations as well, namely: (2) a matter for dispute, controversial question, controversy for 2 Tim 2:23; Tit 3:9 and (3) engagement in a controversial discussion, debate, argument.”
  Then we have the second person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb PARAITEOMAI, which means “to avert something by request or entreaty; as a reflexive it means to excuse oneself from; decline, refuse, avoid, reject.”

The present tense is a customary and durative present for what is reasonably expected to continue throughout one’s spiritual life.

The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the pastor (and any believer) is expected to produce the action of excusing themselves from getting involved in foolish and uneducated controversial debates and arguments over the word of God.


The imperative mood is a command.
“But excuse yourself from foolish and uneducated controversies,”
- is the appositional or explanatory nominative second person masculine singular perfect active participle from the verb OIDA, which means “to know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the existing results (or what is now going on) of a past action (having previously learned and understood this principle).


The active voice indicates that Timothy produced this action in the past with the result that he continues to produce it now.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “that” and is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that mental activity.  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb GENNAW, which means literally “to give birth to” but is also used figuratively, meaning: “to cause something to happen: to bring forth, produce, cause.”
 


The present tense is a gnomic or static present for a state or condition that universally occurs or always happens.

The active voice indicates that uneducated controversies and verbal conflicts, debates and argumentation produce the action of always producing battles and fighting.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun MACHĒ, which means literally “battles,” but is only used figuratively in biblical literature of verbal “fights, quarrels, strife, or disputes.”
“knowing that they produce fights.”
2 Tim 2:23 corrected translation
“But excuse yourself from foolish and uneducated controversies, knowing that they produce fights.”
Explanation:
1.  “But excuse yourself from foolish and uneducated controversies,”

a.  Paul continues by setting up a contrast between the command to pursue righteousness, doctrine, virtue-love, and harmony with God and getting involved in verbal battles, arguments, and debates that go nowhere.

b.  Pastors (and parishioners) are expected to politely excuse themselves from being drawn into theological debates, arguments, and controversies.  This is especially true of arguments with people who are not educated.


c.  Some controversies are foolish and therefore a waste of time, such as the famous theological debate in the Middle Ages over how many angels could dance on the head of a needle.


d.  Most controversies are created because people are uneducated in the Scripture, in theology, and especially in the original languages of Scripture.  It is unfair and unreasonable for any pastor to argue with someone who does not know the original languages, has not studied theology and been trained in its various concepts, and does not know the historical background of the Bible.



(1)  Without these things the uneducated person is at a great disadvantage in any argument.



(2)  Therefore, they will resort to personal attacks rather than intellectual discussion.  



(3)  The personal attack leads to counterattack, and soon it is no longer a theological discussion, but an argument about character, personality, and personnel likes and dislikes.


e.  Foolish controversies are a waste of time.  Uneducated controversies are a waste of energy.  Most believers are uneducated in the original languages and do not understand the true biblical teaching on the origin of life.  Therefore, both sides of the issue are attempting to defend positions, which are not supported biblically.  The abortion issue is a classic example of an uneducated controversy that has turned into an emotional issue rather than an intellectual issue.  At this point it is an unsolvable controversy until Jesus Christ returns, looks people in the eye, and tells them to their face they are wrong and why they are wrong.  In the meantime people will keep on attacking each other uselessly over the false issues they have drug into the controversy.  When you cannot win a debate or argument because you are uneducated, you drag in false issues to prop up your self-defense.

f.  Doctrine is not an issue for debate.  Doctrine is to be dogmatically and accurately taught from the pulpit.  Believers are to take it or leave it, and suffer the consequences for their own bad decisions to leave it.

g.  It is not the pastor’s job to make people believe, to argue with them, or to debate with them.  It is not even his job to carry on polite discussions with them.  His job is to teach the word of God in season and out of season, not debate it, not argue it, nor quarrel over it.

h.  There is nothing wrong with a bunch of pastors, seminary students, theologians, or highly educated laymen discussing the Bible or the meaning of a passage.  This is a good thing, a right thing, an honorable thing, and a wholesome activity in the spiritual life, which leads to clarity, understanding, and enlightenment.  But this has to be done among those who are equals in intellectual capacity, doctrinal understanding, and biblical background.  It is unfair to discuss the Bible with an unarmed believer.


i.  Should a pastor get involved in an educated discussion on a controversial issue?  Yes, as long as it does not evolve into a verbal controversy and fight.  The moment it tends to head in that direction, then the pastor should politely excuse himself from the discussion.

j.  Is it possible for two or more people to have educated discussions about controversial theological questions?  Yes, that is one of the purposes of seminary and theological training.  Pastors need to hear other points of view that may be wrong and need to hear and know how to answer them.  This is the study of apologetics.  The danger in this area of study is developing into an arrogant “know-it-all.”  All highly educated people must temper their learning with an even greater sense of humility.

k.  Some uneducated people just love to argue.  There is such a thing as a false controversy, in which another person will attempt to create a false issue, just to get you to jump into the argument, so that they can fight with you verbally.  People do this in marriage (whether they admit it or not), but some believers also do it just to get attention from others.  There are almost no legitimate reasons for verbal debates, argumentation, verbal fighting, or any type of quarrelling over the word of God.

l.  The biblical standard is to back off and excuse yourself.  This is the spiritual application of integrity, virtue-love, and humility.   Arrogance wants to fight and continue the verbal fight until it wins.  Humility does not want to step in the ring.



(1)  Excusing oneself is the operation of grace orientation toward others.  Excusing ourselves from a verbal fight is doctrinal orientation and the application of right priorities.  Excusing ourselves from verbal fighting is protecting our occupation with Christ and happiness from God.



(2)  Therefore, excusing ourselves from verbal fighting becomes the application of the problem solving devices to a satanic attack designed to stop our spiritual momentum.


m.  Some people justify their desire to enter into controversies and verbal debates with other believers from the desire to teach them the truth.  I’ve got some really important news for you—you are not their teacher.  That is the ministry of God the Holy Spirit, and He works through the ministry of the pastor-teacher in the local church, who teaches in a public setting, so that no one knows what that person knows or doesn’t know.  Thus respects the privacy of each believer.

n.  Some people justify their desire to enter into controversies and verbal debates from the desire to straighten other believers out.  This is a function of crusader lust and is a human solution to a problem in life.   When we try to straighten others out by teaching them individually, we are violating their privacy.  The pastor’s job is to do it in a group, so that their privacy is maintained.  We have no right to straighten someone else out in a one-on-one situation, no matter how right we are or how wrong they are.  Our burning desire to straighten them out is the burning desire of our own arrogance.


o.  God has given no one the spiritual gift of correcting others, straightening out the incorrect beliefs of others, or changing the mind of others.  We don’t have that spiritual gift and neither does the pastor-teacher.  The best thing we can do for them is pray for them, not tell them what they should believe.  However, there is a right way to help another believer as explained in Acts 18:26, “And he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue.  But after hearing him, Priscilla and Aquila took him aside and more accurately explained to him the way of God.”

p.  Related passages include:



(1)  1 Tim 6:3-5, “If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not occupy himself with [devote himself to] sound doctrines, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, that is, the teaching pertaining to respect for God, he has received blind arrogance, understanding nothing, but continues to have morbid obsessions about controversial questions [controversial discussions and debates] and disputes about words, from which develop jealousy, contention, slanders, evil conjectures [or degenerate speculations], incessant quarrellings between men having received corrupt thinking and having been robbed of the truth, constantly thinking that the spiritual life is a means of gaining wealth.”


(2)  2 Tim 2:14, “Remind [them] these things, warning in the presence of God not to fight over words ([which is] useful for nothing) for the purpose of the destruction of the hearers.”


(3)  Tit 3:9, “But avoid stupid controversial theological debates and family histories and verbal fighting and legal debates.  For they are harmful and useless.”


(4)  Jam 4:1, “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you?  Is not the source your lusts that wage war in your physical body?  Of course it is.”
2.  “knowing that they produce fights.”

a.  Why do we excuse ourselves from getting drawn into verbal conflicts and controversies and verbal fighting with others?  Because we know that these verbal debates produce physical fights.  Verbal fighting inevitably leads to physical fighting.  The two go hand in hand.  How do most physical fights begin?  One person says something the other person takes offense at.

b.  There was no way Paul was ever going to succeed in trying to persuade the Jews in Jerusalem to believe in Christ, no matter how great a speech he gave or how wonderful his logic.  Faith in Christ meant rejecting the idea of keeping the Mosaic Law for salvation.  The two ideas are diametrically opposed to each other and can never be reconciled.  Paul was attempting to reconcile them through his great intellect.  The uneducated Jews were not going to listen to him.  No matter what he said it only produced in them the desire to fight and kill, which is exactly what they tried to do.


c.  Paul knew that his words would anger the Jews.  It didn’t matter.  He wasn’t thinking about the consequences, but only about what he wanted to do.  “Is not the source of quarrels and conflicts your lusts?”

d.  The same principle applies to us.  We are so arrogant, we think that our wisdom, knowledge, and superior ability to explain things to someone else will always overcome their ignorance and misunderstanding.  Isn’t this what spouses think in marriage?  Of course it is. That is why when one spouse tries to “fix” the other spouse by imparting their superior understanding and wisdom to their spouse, they really only communicate their arrogance, which starts the fight.


e.  Controversies are not solved by arguing any more than they are solved by fighting.  Controversies are only solved by objective teaching, and the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit overcoming the arrogant subjectivity in the soul.

f.  Humans do not have the ability to overcome the arrogant subjectivity in someone else’s soul.  Only God the Holy Spirit can accomplish that.  He can only accomplish that by bringing a person to the point of objectivity and teachability through enforced and genuine humility.  Sometimes that requires so much divine discipline that the person is willing to listen to anything and believe anything God has to say.  This is exactly what happened to Paul.  God had to make him hurt so much, that Paul had to finally stop his own belief system and listen to what God had to say.  No man was ever going to change Paul’s mind about the Mosaic Law, just as Paul was never going to change any unbelieving Jew’s mind about the Mosaic Law.


g.  God the Holy Spirit is the only one who can teach the information necessary to solve controversial questions and put an end to arguments and disagreements.  Therefore, we are commanded to avoid all manner of verbal debate and argumentation with those who are uneducated, because the ultimate outcome is at best internal fighting among members of the royal family or at worst a horrible testimony to a lost and dying world.
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