2 Timothy 2:21



- is the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, which means “Therefore.”  With this we have the third class conditional particle EAN, which means “if and it may or may not be true or happen.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, which means “anyone.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EKKATHAIRW, which means “to clean out, cleanse.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results.


The active voice indicates that the believer has produced the action of cleansing himself from impiety (verse 16), false teaching (verse 17), and unrighteousness (verse 19).

The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which indicates that some people do this and some people don’t, which means human volition is involved.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “himself” and refers to the person who performs the action of cleansing himself from impiety, false teaching, and unrighteousness.  This is followed by the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “from these things” and refers to three things in the past context: impiety (verse 16), false teaching (verse 17), and unrighteousness (verse 19).

“Therefore, if anyone has cleaned out himself from these things,”
- is the third person singular future deponent indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “he will be.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will happen.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the person having cleaned out himself from impiety, false teaching, and unrighteousness producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun SKEUOS, which means “a vessel.”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun TIMĒ, meaning “for the purpose of honor.”

“he will be a vessel for the purpose of honor,”
- is the appositional nominative or nominative of explanation from the neuter singular perfect passive participle of the verb HAGIAZW, which means “to be sanctified.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that this person receives the action of being sanctified or set apart unto God.


The participle is circumstantial.

“having been sanctified,”

- is the appositional nominative from the neuter singular adjective EUCHRĒSTOS, which means “being helpful or beneficial: useful, serviceable (a common term in Greco-Roman literature in description of service that has special value), ‘a vessel that is useful to the master’ 2 Tim 2:21; Phile 11; 2 Tim 4:11.”
  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun DESPOTĒS, which means “to the Lord, Master” and refers to our Lord Jesus Christ.
“useful to the Master,”

 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “for the purpose of every.”  With this we have the accusative neuter singular noun ERGON, meaning “work, production” and the adjective AGATHOS, which means “good of intrinsic value.”  Finally, we have the appositional nominative neuter singular perfect passive participle from the verb HETOIMAZW, which means “to be ready, to be prepared.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the person receives the action of being prepared for every good of intrinsic value production.


The participle is circumstantial.

“having been prepared for the purpose of every good work.”

2 Tim 2:21 corrected translation
“Therefore, if anyone has cleaned out himself from these things [impiety, false teaching, unrighteousness], he will be a vessel for the purpose of honor, having been sanctified, useful to the Master, having been prepared for the purpose of every good work.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, if anyone has cleaned out himself from these things [impiety, false teaching, unrighteousness],”

a.  Paul comes to a conclusion, which he frames in the form of third class conditional sentence.  The third class conditional sentence indicates that human volition is involved.  The major issue in human volition for the believer is attitude toward the will of God for one’s life—Are we willing to execute the will of God or not?

b.  The subject “anyone” here is critical for a correct understanding of the passage, and therefore, its interpretation.  Does it refer to believers or unbelievers?


(1)  Unbelievers are incapable of cleaning themselves from the things previously mentioned in the context (impiety, false teaching, and unrighteousness).



(2)  Believers clean themselves out from impiety, false teaching, and unrighteousness by the recovery procedure of acknowledging personal sin to God and learning the word of God.



(3)  Every use of the metaphor of cleansing oneself in the New Testament is addressed to believers; never to unbelievers.




(a)  2 Cor 7:1, “Therefore, because we keep on having these promises, beloved ones, let us purify [cleanse] ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, in order to complete holiness because of respect for God.”



(b)  Heb 9:14, “how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”  [This context and verse could apply to either a believer or unbeliever.]



(c)  Jam 4:8, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.”  This context is definitely addressed to believers only.



(d)  1 Jn 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  This is obviously addressed to believers.

c.  Therefore, we have to conclude that Paul’s conclusion is addressed to the members of the congregation in Timothy’s church, especially those wooden and earthenware believers, who are not executing the plan of God and listening to false doctrine.

d.  So Paul’s discussion has gone from Timothy to those in Timothy’s congregation to those who are degenerate believers in Timothy’s congregation.


e.  Paul has a special message just for those in the local church who are not executing the will of God and living the spiritual life—they can become useful to the Lord Jesus Christ and become a vessel for the purpose of honor, but first they must be sanctified experientially, which means being cleansed from impiety, false teaching, and unrighteousness.


f.  The believer cleans himself experientially by doing three things:


(1)  Using the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, acknowledging personal sins to God.



(2)  Growing in grace and the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 2 Pet 3:18.



(3)  Executing the will of God by living the unique spiritual life God has provided.

g.  The believer cleanses himself from impiety or godlessness by executing the will of God.  The believer cleanses himself from false teaching by learning the word of God.  The believer cleanses himself from unrighteousness and wronging by acknowledging his sins to God the Father.


h.  The conditional aspect of this statement indicates that some believers will do this and some will not.  Our volition is an issue in the angelic conflict and the appeal trial of Satan.

2.  “he will be a vessel for the purpose of honor,”


a.  If the believer cleanses himself from impiety, false teaching, and sin by the use of the spiritual skills, he will be a vessel for the purpose of honor.  We cannot honor God in a state of sinfulness.  Therefore, acknowledging our sins to God is an essential ingredient in living the spiritual life.  We cannot honor God in a state of godlessness or impiety.  Therefore, executing the will of God is an essential ingredient to living the spiritual life.  We cannot honor God by having false doctrine in our soul.  Therefore, growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord is an essential ingredient to living the spiritual life.


b.  We have the privilege as royal family of God of being vessels for the purpose of honor.  Every Church Age believer has equal privilege and equal opportunity to be a vessel of honor.


c.  We honor God by doing what He wants.  We honor God by reciprocating His love for us.  We honor God by saying “no” to temptation.  We honor God by making His values the norms and standards and values of our soul.  We honor God by learning the word of God, believing what it says, and then living our lives in accordance with the principles taught in God’s Word.


d.  We honor God by depending upon Him (the faith-rest drill as a problem solving device).  We honor God by being gracious toward others as He has been gracious toward us.  We honor God by our unconditional love toward all others.  We honor God by being occupied with our Lord and conducting ourselves as our Lord conducted Himself.  We honor God by being fair, just, reasonable, and virtuous in our dealings with others.

3.  “having been sanctified,”

a.  This is a reference to experiential sanctification.  There are three phases of sanctification in the spiritual life of the believer.


(1)  We are positionally sanctified at the moment we believe in Christ by being entered into union with Him.



(2)  We are experientially sanctified by using the three spiritual skills of:



(a)  Acknowledging our sins to God.




(b)  Learning the word of God.




(c)  Executing the spiritual life God has given us.



(3)  We are ultimately sanctified by receiving a resurrection body.


b.  We cannot be a vessel of honor until we have first been sanctified experientially.


c.  We have to live our spiritual life and execute the will of God before God gives us the honor and blessing of being a vessel of honor.


d.  All believers are vessels of honor positionally by being in union with Christ, but not all believers become vessels of honor experientially by living and executing the spiritual life.

4.  “useful to the Master,”

a.  The most important thing we will ever do in life is become useful to our Lord.  We are not terribly useful as new believers.  We become much more useful as we grow up spiritually.  We have to grow up spiritually—know and be willing to execute the will of God—before our Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, can use us most effectively.


b.  The Lord wants to use us in the execution of God the Father’s plan.  The Father’s plan is to prove Satan wrong in Satan’s appeal trial.  The Son has already done this perfectly in His spiritual life.  Now the Son has asked the Father and been granted permission to allow us to join or share in that proof against Satan.


c.  God is using us to prove to Satan that God’s creatures can and will love Him and do what He wants because they love Him.  This is the most useful thing we will ever do in life.

d.  God uses us by assigning the job to many of us to pray for others.  Prevailing prayer from many believers opens the door for God to act on behalf of someone in spite of what Satan wants as the ruler of this world.  God uses us by assigning the job to certain men to study and teach the word of God, which was how Timothy and Paul were useful to the Master.  God uses us by giving us the opportunity for our spiritual gift to function in the support of our local church and other believers within that church.


e.  The Lord never uses any believer without sharing His happiness with them.  Therefore, being used by the Lord is never a system of works, never painful, never discipline, or anything we would not enjoy.


f.  No two believers are used in the same way.



(1)  We each have our own unique spiritual life.  Every spiritual life is equally useful to the Lord.



(2)  God only seemingly uses one believer more than another believer, such is not the case.  There is no partiality with God.  We all have equal opportunity to be used to the maximum by the Lord.  It all depends upon our volition and our willingness to execute His will.


(3)  Every believer that executes God’s will is used by the Lord to the maximum, and there is no partiality.  Therefore, we have no right to think that God is using someone else more than us or that He is using us more than someone else.  God has a perfect plan that uses every believer perfectly in that plan.

5.  “having been prepared for the purpose of every good work.”

a.  We cannot be used by the Lord until we have been properly prepared for that work.  The first step in preparation is to believe in Christ.  Then we must learn the word and will of God.  While we are learning (which takes a lifetime) we must execute the will of God.



(1)  The most important part of our preparation is developing our personal love for God.  This is proper motivation for everything we do in life.



(2)  God’s purpose for our life is the production of “every good work.”  This phrase is a reference to the production of divine good in our life.  Divine good is everything we do in the filling of or under the influence of God the Holy Spirit.



(3)  God gives us His very own power, the understanding of His will, and the opportunities to perform divine good.  But before we can produce “good works” for the Lord we must be prepared.

b.  The major preparation is understanding the word of God.  No believer ever performs good works or divine good apart from learning and understanding God’s Word.


c.  No believer is prepared to perform divine good without being filled with the Spirit.  No believer is prepared to perform divine good without the right motivation of personal love for God.  No believer is prepared to perform divine good without being able to love other believers from his own virtue, honor, and integrity.


d.  God the Holy Spirit, our Mentor, has been assigned the task of preparing us.  The Spirit prepares us by filling/influencing us, teaching us, encouraging us, and comforting us when necessary.


e.  Every Church Age believer has equal privilege and equal opportunity to produce divine good.  Every believer has equal privilege and opportunity of being properly prepared.  Not every believer takes advantage of their privileges and opportunities in the spiritual life, and this is the point Paul is making to Timothy.  There will always be believers in every local church that will reject all of the privileges and opportunities God has provided for them.


f.  Some believers will never clean themselves out from impiety, false teaching, and unrighteousness.   They are the losers in life.  They lose the privilege of being useful to the Lord, but they never lose their eternal salvation.
� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 417). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
5

