2 Timothy 2:17



- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact” with the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS plus the possessive genitive from the third person plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “their doctrine,” or “their teaching.”  Then we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like” plus the pendent nominative from the feminine singular noun GAGGRAINA, which means “a disease involving severe inflammation, which if left unchecked can become a destructive ulcerous condition, gangrene, cancer, of spreading ulcers, etc”
 and the adjective NOMĒ, which means “something rapaciously (hungrily, voraciously) destructive: spreading.”
  This is followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.


The active voice indicates that the teaching of false teachers will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“In fact, their teaching will be like having a spreading cancer.”
- is the partitive ablative from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “among whom.”  (The partitive ablative is also called the partitive genitive, which more accurately should be called ‘the ablative of the whole’ or ‘the ablative of the divided whole.’  If a word in the ablative indicates the whole [all false teachers] of which the word it modifies is a part, it is a partitive ablative.)  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: there is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Hymenaeus and Philetus produce the action of being what they are—false teachers.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular proper names HUMENAIOS and PHILĒTOS with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” 
“Among whom there is Hymenaeus and Philetus,”
2 Tim 2:17 corrected translation
“In fact, their teaching will be like having a spreading cancer.  Among whom there is Hymenaeus and Philetus,”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact, their teaching will be like having a spreading cancer.”


a.  Paul continues with a couple of contemporary examples of unfaithful believers who became false teachers.  But first he gives us a general principle regarding false teaching.  “For they [unfaithful believers] will progress deeper into impiety [degeneracy and reversionism].  In fact, their teaching will be like having a spreading cancer.

b.  False teaching by degenerate and reversionistic believers is compared to cancer or gangrene, which slowly eats away at your flesh until it is no longer possible to save your life.


c.  At first we don’t know we have cancer.  It begins without us being aware of it, just like false teaching begins to creep into our soul without us knowing it.

d.  The false teaching, like the cancer in the body, keeps growing gradually without us realizing it.


e.  Then one day, our body stops working correctly and we suddenly hurt in some way, just as in the spiritual life, suddenly things aren’t going right and we really hurt in some way.  This is a warning sign from cancer just as it is a warning sign in the spiritual life.


f.  If we don’t catch it early and deal with the cancer or the false doctrine, it will continue to eat away our body and soul until it is too late.  In the end the cancer of false doctrine is killing us (the state of sinfulness resulting in death) and we can do nothing to stop it.


g.  The teaching of false doctrine spreads without notice until it becomes so widespread that it must be surgically removed by God.  The teaching of false doctrine is easy to treat in the beginning of the spiritual life, but difficult to impossible to treat when a person has lived with it a long time.  When people have lived with false doctrine most of their spiritual life, it is not going to be surgically removed from their soul without the greatest of operations by the greatest of skilled surgeons and usually results in death.


h.  Like cancer, false teaching devours all the good ‘flesh’ with which it comes into contact.


i.  Why do you think God commands us to avoid false teachers and false teaching.  It is a cancer that creeps into our body and keeps growing without end until our entire spiritual life is destroyed.  The best treatment for the cancer of false teaching is early detection and early treatment with true doctrine. 

2.  “Among whom there is Hymenaeus and Philetus,”


a.  Paul now makes known to Timothy and the rest of the Roman world at the time two of the great false teachers of his day.  Once this letter was circulated, and you can bet it was circulated quickly in Asia Minor and all the churches in and around Ephesus, these two men became infamous and notorious as false teachers.  Paul probably put an end to their ministries and influence with this single statement.


b.  We have already met Hymenaeus, who was mentioned with Alexander, in 1 Tim 1:20, where along with Alexander, Paul handed him over to Satan because of defection from the true doctrine.  According to the next verse his error and that of his fellow-false teacher Philetus consisted in maintaining that the resurrection had already taken place.


c.  Because Hymenaeus is mentioned first, he was the leader of the group and Alexander was originally his executive officer or second in command.  Alexander is replaced by Philetus within a couple of years—the time interval between the writing of 1 Timothy and 2 Timothy.


d.  A comparison of this passage with 1 Tim 1:20 also tells us that Paul’s turning over Hymenaeus to Satan for discipline did not change his mind about his reversionism or apostasy.  He had a year or two between the writings of First and Second Timothy and did nothing to change his false teaching.  He was a genuine enemy of the Lord Jesus Christ, Paul, Timothy, and the Christian church, and he was a believer and pastor-teacher.


e.  Hymenaeus was in locked-in negative volition to the truth and preferred to be the leader of a bunch of rebellious believers and unbelievers rather than a follower of the true doctrine and of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Apostle Paul, and Timothy, the legitimate pastor of the Ephesian church.

f.  We know nothing else about Philetus.  He will go down in history as an invisible coward of the Church Age, rather than as an invisible hero.
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