2 Timothy 2:15
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- is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb SPOUDAZW, which means “to be especially conscientious in discharging an obligation: be zealous/eager, take pains, make every effort, be conscientious with infinitive following Gal 2:10; Eph 4:3; 1 Thes 2:17; 2 Tim 2:15; Heb 4:11; 2 Pet 1:10; 3:14; 2 Pet 1:15.”
  The noun also means “diligence” and you will frequently find the verb translated “to be diligent” in the NASV.

The aorist tense is a constative aorist which gathers into a single whole all that Timothy should do as a pastor, both in public and in private to live his spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command from a senior officer to a junior officer.

Then we have the double accusative personal object from the second person masculine singular reflexive pronoun SEAUTOU, 
which means “yourself” plus the accusative impersonal object from the masculine singular adjective DOKIMOS, which means “being genuine on the basis of testing, approved (by test), tried and true, genuine Jam 1:12; 2 Cor 10:18; 13:7; 2 Tim 2:15; Rom 16:10; 1 Cor 11:19.”
  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb PARISTĒMI, which means “to present, represent someone to someone Acts 23:33; 2 Cor 11:2; Lk 2:22; Acts 1:3, 9:41; ‘present’ becomes almost equivalent to make, render: that (Christ) might render the church glorious before himself Eph 5:27; 2 Tim 2:15; Col 1:22, that we may make everyone complete in Christ Col 1:28; it is also used as a technical term in the language of sacrifice, meaning: to offer, bring, present: offer bodies as a living sacrifice Rom 12:1.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a whole the act of the pastor-teacher presenting his execution of the spiritual life to God for evaluation.

The active voice indicates that the pastor-teacher is responsible for doing this.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, which indicates the purpose for which the pastor is to be diligent, conscientious, and make every effort to live the spiritual life God has given to him.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “to God.”
“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God,”
- is the appositional accusative from the masculine singular noun ERGATĒS, which means “a worker, laborer” plus the adjective ANEPAISCHUNTOS, which means “having no need to be ashamed, unashamed.”  This is the only use of this Greek word in the Bible, but not in Greek literature.
“an unashamed worker,”
- is the appositional accusative second person masculine singular present active participle from the verb ORTHOTOMEW, which “plainly means ‘cut a path in a straight direction’ or ‘cut a road across country (that is forested or otherwise difficult to pass through) in a straight direction’, so that the traveler may go directly to his destination.  It probably means guide the word of truth along a straight path (like a road that goes straight to its goal), without being turned aside by wordy debates or impious talk 2 Tim 2:15.  Other possible meanings: teach the word aright, expound (it) soundly, shape rightly, and preach fearlessly.”
  It means “to give accurate instruction—‘to teach correctly, to expound rightly.’”
  “The meaning passed from the idea of cutting or dividing, to the more general sense of rightly dealing with a thing.  What is intended here is not dividing Scripture from Scripture, but teaching Scripture accurately.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur at all times in a man’s ministry.


The active voice indicates that the communicator of God’s word is to produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial, giving a continuing explanation of what Paul meant by the command “to be diligent, conscientious.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the Word” and referring to the word of God or the contents of the Scripture.  With this we have the descriptive genitive feminine singular from the article and noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “of Truth” and referring to the central most important aspect of God’s word and what God says—it is true.  The phrase “the Word of Truth” is a formal title for the Scriptures.
“accurately exegeting the Word of Truth.”

2 Tim 2:15 corrected translation
“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, an unashamed worker, accurately exegeting the Word of Truth.”
Explanation:
1.  “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God,”

a.  Paul gives Timothy a command that is at the heart of what a pastor-teacher is all about.  If a man had to have one command to live by as a pastor-teacher of God’s word, then this is the command.  There is no more important or greater command for the pastor-teacher than what Paul states here.

b.  All men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher will be tried, tested, and evaluated by God based upon their faithfulness in executing this command.

c.  The pastor is to make every effort, to be conscientious, and to be totally diligent in  honestly, truthfully, correctly, and accurately studying and teaching God’s Word.


d.  The pastor is tried and tested on his faithfulness to this command on a daily basis.


e.  The pastor is approved by God, not by the congregation.


f.  He is only approved after being tested and passing the test.


g.  The test is his willingness to diligently study and teach the word of God.


h.  He is tested on his conscientiousness in studying thoroughly, accurately, correctly, and consistently.


i.  He is tested on this diligence in accurately teaching exactly what the word of God says, means, and intends, and not teaching what he wants it to say.


j.  The pastor is approved by God only if he studies thoroughly, interprets honestly, and teaches openly, truthfully, and in a straightforward manner all that he has learned from the word of God.

k.  The pastor presents himself to God on a daily basis by whether or not he is studying and teaching as God intends.


l.  A man who spends a few hours preparing for a Sunday morning message has not and is not fulfilling the meaning or intent of this passage.  He is lazy and useless in the pulpit.


m.  The word of God needs to be taught as often as possible, as much as people are willing to listen.  The pastor must be prepared to teach as much as his congregation is able to take.  For some that may be 2-3 times a week.  For other pastors and congregations it might be 5-6 times a week.  There is no “right” answer.  The pastor must be ready daily.  The congregation must tell him when they want and need more.  It is his job to be ready to provide it.


n.  Diligence is motivated by personal love for the Lord Jesus Christ.


o.  Diligence requires consistency in studying and teaching.


p.  Approval requires accuracy with regard to exegesis of the original languages.


q.  Approval requires diligence in holding fast to the orthodox doctrines of Christianity.


r.  Approval requires impersonal love and patience toward negative volition in certain members of the flock.


s.  Approval requires the lifelong pursuit of understanding through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.

t.  The pastor answers to God.  He is approved by God.  It does not matter whether or not he is approved by men.  Our Lord was totally rejected by men, but approved by God the Father.  Don’t ever worry about what people think, but be diligent in caring about what God thinks.

2.  “an unashamed worker,”

a.  If a pastor does all these things, he will be unashamed at the evaluation throne of Christ.

b.  Pastors who are not diligent in studying and teaching the word of God will be ashamed at the evaluation throne of Christ.

c.  Lazy pastors should be ashamed of themselves.  They will be ashamed of themselves when they stand before the Lord and He asks them what they did with the spiritual gift they were given.


d.  Studying and teaching the word of God is hard work.  It requires constant concentration and constant studying, in order to recall the things they have learned.


e.  The pastor who is diligent in accurately teaching the word of God will have the greatest happiness and fantastic rewards at the evaluation throne of Christ rather than shame.


(1)  Jam 1:12, “Happy is a man who perseveres under testing; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”



(2)  2 Tim 4:8, “in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.”
3.  “accurately exegeting the Word of Truth.”

a.  This final statement is the mechanics of how the pastor achieves diligence and conscientiousness, which result in being approved by God. 

b.  The most critical factor in any man’s ministry is accuracy in exegeting the word of God.

c.  Exegesis is defined as “critical analysis, explanation, and interpretation of a text or portion of a text, especially of the Bible.”


d.  The pastor must be an expert in the original languages of Scripture.  He must spend his life studying and understanding them.


e.  He must never bring his theology to the text, but let the text determine his theology.


f.  He must compare Scripture with Scripture to get the complete picture and understanding of the entire thought of God regarding a particular subject.  For example, “God is love” is a great statement in Scripture about the love of God, but without all the other hundreds of Scriptures that describe God’s love, we have little understanding of what this isolated statement means.


g.  A pastor cannot accurately interpret the meaning of a passage without having a correct translation from the original languages.


h.  A pastor cannot accurately explain the meaning of a text without considering the context of the other statements made before and after it, as well as other statements in the same letter, and in other letters by the same author.


i.  There is only one source of truth in the universe and that is God’s truth.


j.  God’s truth has been reduced to writing and given to man as the greatest gift other than the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross providing eternal salvation.


k.  There is no higher calling in life then attempting to accurately understand and explain the eternal thinking of Christ, which has been reduced to written form and given to the Church.


l.  The pastor-teacher deals with Truth, the very truth of the word of God.  Therefore, he must be accurate in exegesis or he will never achieve the diligence, conscientiousness, or faithfulness expected of him by God.

m.  The rewards in eternity for a life dedicated to accurately exegeting the Word of Truth are beyond description.


n.  The rewards in time for a life dedicated to accurately exegeting the Word of Truth are sharing the happiness of God; that is, having a superabundance of happiness, and occupation with Christ or reciprocal love for God.  There is no better life than this.
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