2 Timothy 2:12



- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if [and I assume we will].”  With this we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb HUPOMENW, which means “to maintain a belief or course of action in the face of opposition, stand one’s ground, hold out, or endure.”


The present tense is a durative-customary-futuristic present for what has begun in the past and is reasonably expected to continue in the present and future.


The active voice indicates that our positive volition to doctrine and execution of the will of God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for an assumption of fact for the sake of making a point in the argument.
“If we endure [and I assume we will),”
- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the first person plural future active indicative from the verb SUMBASILEUW, which means “to rule with someone.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.

The active voice indicates that certain believers will produce the action.  Not all believers will rule with Christ, but only those who endure in the execution of the spiritual life.

The dative direct object is not stated, but can only be one person in the millennium whom we will rule with—the Lord Jesus Christ.

“we shall also rule with [Christ].”
- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and I assume this to be true.”  With this we have the first person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb ARNEOMAI, “to disclaim association with a person or event, deny, repudiate, disown.”
  This is the same word used for Peter’s denials of our Lord in Mt 26:70, 72; Mk 14:68, 70; Lk 22:57; Jn 13:38; 18:25, 27.  Peter’s denials were done by a believer, for Peter was a believer in Mt 16 long before our Lord’s arrest in Mt 26.  In addition Peter did not lose his salvation by denying Christ, which means that the next statement in this passage cannot refer to loss of salvation.

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms hypothetically something taking place in the future.

The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the believer hypothetically producing the action of rejecting the spiritual life.  There is no indication in this context that the denial or repudiating mentioned here is a disowning of the person of Christ.  From the context, which deals with the spiritual life, it is far more likely that this refers to a believer repudiating the spiritual life; that is, refusing to live it, but rather choosing to live a life of carnality.  There is no direct object stated, but the implication from the context is that the spiritual life rather than the person of Christ is being disowned and repudiated.  There is no direct object AUTOS, meaning “Him” in this Greek statement.  That is a figment of translator’s imaginations.  The context deals with the spiritual life:

(1)  Verse 10, “I endure all things because of the elect,”  Same verb (endure) as in our verse.  The object things refers to everything in the spiritual life of the believer, not Jesus Christ.  We don’t endure Jesus Christ.


(2)  Verse 12, “If we endure” what?  If we endure the spiritual life.  Again we don’t endure Christ.  So the context is talking about living the spiritual life.  If we repudiate, deny, disown living the spiritual life God has provided for us, then our Lord will deny us rewards and blessings in time and eternity.  This verse is not about rejection or denial of the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Some theologians want the verse to say that, because they want to deny the doctrine of eternal security.
“If we repudiate [the spiritual life],”
 - is the crasis or combining of the two Greek words KAI, meaning “and” plus the remote demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “that one.”  KAI is adjunctive here, meaning “also.”  Together they mean “that One also” referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the third person singular future deponent indicative from the verb ARNEOMAI, which means “to deny, repudiate, disown.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, our Lord producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us” and referring to Church Age believers.
“that One will also deny us [eternal rewards].”
2 Tim 2:12 corrected translation
“If we endure [and I assume we will], we shall also rule with [Christ].  If we repudiate [the spiritual life], that One will also deny us [eternal rewards].”
Explanation:
1.  “If we endure (and I assume we will) [execution of the spiritual life],”

a.  The whole context of this letter to Timothy has been about Paul’s urging, demanding, motivating, and commanding him to continue to press on in the execution of the spiritual life and function in his service to the Lord as a pastor-teacher.

b.  Paul is not going to suddenly stop his train of thought and begin discussing the loss of eternal salvation, which is not even taught by him anywhere else or even taught by Scripture at any point.

c.  This passage has received more attention and distortion by legalistic, anti-grace fundamentalists than any other verse in the New Testament.  This is the proof text the legalist uses to claim believers can lose their salvation.  Nothing could be further from the truth.


d.  This verse and context has nothing to do with the loss of salvation.  The very next verse says “If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself.”  We are in union with Him as His bride.  He cannot and will never deny, reject, repudiate, or disown us.


e.  Therefore, this text, this verse, this context, this passage, and this statement have nothing to do with loss of eternal life.  A believer cannot lose their eternal life.  If they could lose it, it wouldn’t be “eternal”, it would be called “conditional” life.  God doesn’t give us conditional life; He gives us eternal life.

f.  So what is the verse and context talking about?  It is discussing the same thing Paul has been discussing all along—Timothy’s endurance in living and executing the will of God for his life.


g.  Paul makes an assumption (which is not a bad thing).  His assumption is that both he and Timothy (and any other believer who remains positive to the teaching of Bible doctrine and execution of God’s will) will continue to endure hardship, difficulty, persecution, public lies, being slandered, maligned, and criticized for the sake of the gospel.


h.  In other words, Paul assumes for the sake of making a valid point that Timothy (and those of us who continue to be positive to the word of God) will execute the spiritual life of the Church Age.  Based upon this premise, Paul can then make a legitimate conclusion, which is also a motivator for both the pastor (like Timothy) and those in his congregation—we shall also rule with Christ.
2.  “we shall also rule with [Christ].”

a.  This is a promise and guarantee from the word of God for the believer who endures in positive volition to doctrine and execution of the will of God until the end of their life.  Ruling with Christ refers to coming back to earth with Him in resurrection body and ruling with Him during His 1000 year reign on earth.  This is also taught in:



(1)  Rom 5:17 “For if by the transgression of the one [Adam], [spiritual] death ruled through that one and it did, much more those who receive in life the surplus of grace, that is, the gift of righteousness, shall rule through the One, Jesus Christ.”


(2)  1 Cor 4:8 “You already have all you could want; you have become kings apart from our assistance.  In fact I wish that you were indeed kings, in order that we might also rule with you.”


(3)  Rev 2:25-27, “Only hold on to what you have until I come [Rapture].  Furthermore the winner, even he who keeps my assignments until the end, to him I give authority over the nations.  And so He will rule them with an iron scepter, as clay vessels are shattered in pieces, so I also have received My authority from the Father.”


(4)  Rev 3:21, “The winner, I will give to him [the reward and privilege] of sitting with Me on My throne, and I also have won and have sat down with my Father on His throne.”


(5)  Rev 5:10, “In fact, you have appointed them a royal power and priests to our God; and they [mature believers] will rule upon the earth.”


(6)  Rev 20:4, 6, “Then I saw the thrones and they [Tribulational martyrs] sat on them; and judgment was given to them; furthermore I saw the souls of those who had been decapitated because of the witness for Jesus, really because of doctrine from God; and these who are such a category as who do not worship the beast, nor his image and do not receive the mark on the forehead or on their hand, they both came to life and ruled with Christ for a thousand years.”  

“Happy and holy [sanctified] is he who has part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no jurisdiction, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ; in fact they shall rule with Him for a thousand years.”

b.  Timothy and all faithful pastors have something great to look forward to—they will rule with Christ for 1000 years upon the earth.  The same is true for all invisible heroes of the Church Age.

c.  Paul has set the prize before Timothy (and us).  It is not just a wreath of leaves, but a 1000 year period of authority and rulership on earth prior to the final destruction of the earth and the eternal state.  The crowns which God has for us as eternal rewards include real authority to rule with Him.
3.  “If we repudiate [the spiritual life],”

a.  There is no direct object personal pronoun “Him” [] in the Greek.  The object must be supplied from the context.  The object of this entire context has been the execution of the spiritual life.  Therefore, the thing being repudiated, rejected, or disowned by the believer is not the Lord Jesus Christ but the willingness to execute the spiritual life of the Church Age.  The only other possibility from the context would be the repudiation of the message of the gospel.

b.  This passage is not about rejection of Christ.  That is the interpretation of legalism, which has crept into the text without justification or correct exegesis.  (Note the translation of the NASV, which adds the word “Him” without justification from the context.  This is how theologians insert their preconceived theology into the translation to make it say what they want it to say.)

c.  There have been, are now, and certainly will be believers in the Church Age who reject Christ after being saved.  But that is not the subject of the passage.  They can reject Christ all they want, but they still have eternal salvation, because Christ cannot and will not deny Himself.  (See the next verse.)  He cannot reject, disown, deny those who are in union with Him.


d.  However, this context deals with Paul encouraging Timothy to continue his spiritual life and not give up just because the going gets tough.  The context is not about Timothy rejecting Christ as Savior.



(1)  In 2 Tim 2:1 “keep on becoming strong in the sphere of that grace” is a command to continue executing the spiritual life.



(2)  In 2 Tim 2:3 “Suffer together with [me] as an honorable soldier of Christ Jesus” is a command to continue executing the spiritual life.



(3)  In 2 Tim 2:4 “No one serving as a soldier in the army should become entangled in the affairs of civilian life, in order that he may please his commanding officer.”  This statement is an example of what not to do (getting involved in the cosmic system), so that you can continue to execute the spiritual life.



(4)  In 2 Tim 2:5 the analogy to “competing in the athletic games” is an analogy to executing the spiritual life.



(5)  In 2 Tim 2:6 the analogy to the “hard-working farmer” is an analogy to someone who continues to execute the spiritual life.



(6)  In 2 Tim 2:9-10 Paul uses himself as an example of someone who is executing the spiritual life “to the point of being imprisoned as a criminal.”

e.  What about Mt 10:33a; Lk 12:9, which say, “But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven.”  And “but he who denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of God.”

f.  Both of these passages are talking about unbelievers.  Our Lord is talking about the unbeliever who denies Him as the Messiah before other men.  Our Lord is thinking about the Pharisees, who told everyone who listened to them that Christ was not the Messiah.  Our Lord is promising His disciples that He will tell the Father that He has no relationship with these men.  He will deny them before God the Father.


g.  The denial of Jesus Christ as the only Savior is mentioned by Jude in Jud 4, “For certain godless men [unbelievers], who have been marked out long ago for this condemnation, have slipped in unnoticed, transforming the grace from our God into licentiousness, in fact, having rejected [denied] the only Master, that is, our Lord Jesus Christ.”

h.  The unbeliever denying the Son is also mentioned by John in 1 Jn 2:22-23, “What sort of a person is the liar, no one else but someone who denies that Jesus is the Christ.  This same one is the antichrist, who repudiates both the Father and the Son.  Anyone who denies the Son [the unbeliever] also does not have fellowship with the Father; when anyone acknowledges the Son, he also has fellowship with the Father.”

i.  False teachers (both believers and unbelievers) deny Christ as the only savior, 2 Pet 2:1, “But false prophets also arose [existed, originated] among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction while disowning the Master who even acquired them as slaves, bringing swift destruction on themselves.”

j.  So Paul’s premise is that there will be some believers in the Church Age who reject, disown, and give up on living their unique spiritual life.  There are consequences for so doing, just as there are consequences for the unbeliever who denies and repudiates the Lord Jesus Christ as their savior.  These believers will be denied eternal blessings, but not eternal life.
4.  “that One will also deny us [eternal rewards].”

a.  “That same One” is the Lord Jesus Christ.  The word “us” is critical here, because it refers to Paul, Timothy and the rest of us who have believed in Christ.  This statement is not about Jesus Christ denying eternal life to the unbeliever, but about Jesus Christ denying something to the believer.  And Jesus Christ does not deny eternal life to the believer.  “And I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand,” Jn 10:28.

b.  If we disown, reject, repudiate, and deny the will of God for us to execute our unique spiritual life, then Jesus Christ will not grant us the eternal blessings and rewards He prepared for us in eternity past.


c.  What we do in time has eternal implications.  What we do with our few years on earth determines how we will spend our time forever in heaven.


d.  The loss of rewards is permanent in the eternal state.  There is nothing we can do in eternity to make up for the loss of our rewards.


e.  Our eternal blessings and rewards were prepared for us as perfect eternal blessings and rewards.  They were prepared in eternity past as a part of the divine decree.


f.  God has already prepared the greatest possible blessings and rewards for those who love Him.  Those who love Him execute His will and live their unique spiritual life.  Those who do not love Him by not obeying Him will always be loved by Him and will spend eternity in heaven with Him, but will have no decorations and rewards.



(1)  1 Cor 2:9, “‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the right lobe of man,’ the things which God [the Father] has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.”


(2)  Jam 1:12, “Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”


(3)  Jam 2:5, “Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?”


(4)  Dan 9:4, “I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed and said, “Alas, O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and unfailing love for those who love Him and keep His commandments.”


(5)  Jn 15:10, “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.”

g.  There is a parallel structure in this verse.

“If we endure [in the spiritual life], we shall also rule with [Christ].

 If we repudiate [the spiritual life], that same One will also deny us [eternal rewards].”


(1)  The if clause of each statement deals with the spiritual life.  The first statement deals with execution of the spiritual life.  The second statement deals with rejection of the spiritual life.



(2)  The result clause of each statement (the apodosis) deals with the results of executing or failing to execute the spiritual life.  The first statement deals with the rewards for executing the spiritual life.  The second statement deals with loss of rewards for not executing the spiritual life.


h.  The fact that our eternal rewards can potentially be lost is also mentioned in”


(1)  Mt 10:42 cf. Mk 9:41, “And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.”


(2)  Gal 6:9, “But let us not become tired of doing good; for at the right time we will reap, if we do not become discouraged.”


(3)  2 Jn 1:8, “Look out for yourselves, that you may not lose [your momentum] which you have accomplished, but that you might receive a full reward.”
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