2 Timothy 2:1



- is the inferential conjunction OUN, used to introduce a conclusion.  It can be translated “Therefore, Consequently, Then, or Accordingly.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to Timothy.  Then we have the vocative neuter singular from the noun TEKNON with the possessive genitive of the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my student.”  The word TEKNON was used “of a spiritual child in relation to master, apostle, or teacher (the sophist applies this term to his students) as in 1 Tim 1:2, 18; 2 Tim 1:2, 2:1; Phile 10; 1 Cor 4:14, 17; 2 Cor 4:14; 6:13; Tit 1:4.”

“Consequently, you, my student,”
- is the second person singular present passive imperative from the verb ENDUNAMOW, which means “to become strong” as in Rom 4:20; Eph 6:10.

The present tense is a progressive present for what should continue to keep happening throughout one’s spiritual life.


The passive voice indicates that the believer must receive the action.


The imperative mood is a command to Timothy and all pastor-teachers.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “that” and noun CHARIS, which means “in the sphere of grace.”
“keep on becoming strong in the sphere of that grace”
- is the same phrase we had in verse thirteen of chapter one.  It is the appositional locative feminine singular from the article used as a relative pronoun with the ellipsis of the verb EIMI for dramatic affect, meaning “which [is].”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “in Christ Jesus.”
“which [is] in Christ Jesus;”
2 Tim 2:1 corrected translation
“Consequently, you, my student, keep on becoming strong in the sphere of that grace which [is] in Christ Jesus;”
Explanation:
1.  “Consequently, you, my student,”

a.  Based upon everything Paul has said thus far, he comes to a conclusion with regard to his friend, his spiritual child, and his dedicated student.

b.  This statement is very personal and very important to Paul, which is indicated by the vocative case.  The vocative case indicates Paul’s intense personal concern about Timothy and the importance of what he is about to say.

c.  Paul wants Timothy to make what he is about to say one of his highest priorities in life.


d.  Because of Timothy’s circumstances of having to contend with negative volition and attacks from false teachers and because of Paul’s circumstances of arrest and impending death, and because of the importance of the continued teaching of the word of God, Paul comes to one of the most important things he will ever teach Timothy.

e.  There is no room for error here.  Timothy must understand the principle, never forget it, and make it the priority of his life.

2.  “keep on becoming strong in the sphere of that grace which is in Christ Jesus;”

a.  The principle is stated as a command/entreaty.  This is not an option but something Timothy must do.  The same is true for all men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, and by extension all members of the royal family of God.

b.  The command is to keep on becoming strong in the sphere of grace.  How do we do this?


(1)  The first thing we must do is understand grace.  The system of doctrine contained in the New Testament epistles and taught by the Apostle Paul was a system of grace thinking and grace action.  That means learning doctrine on a daily basis without fail for the rest of our lives.  We have to be taught this plan, and that teaching takes a lifetime.  Grace is the plan of God for the Church.  The Church Age is the dispensation of the grace of God.




(a)  Eph 3:2, “Inasmuch as you have heard about the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for your benefit.”  



(b)  Eph 4:7, “Moreover, to each one of us, this grace has been given according to the measure of the gift from Christ.”  The gift from Christ is the entire work of salvation, which was accomplished entirely by our Lord on the cross, and the provision of our unique spiritual life.  That’s grace.



(c)  Jn 1:17, “For the law was given through Moses; but grace and doctrine came through Jesus Christ.”


(2)  The second thing we must do is apply grace in our life.  This requires grace orientation to the situations of life and grace application to those situations.




(a)  Every situation we face in life can be dwelt with in various ways.




(b)  God’s way of dealing with situations is always grace first.  The righteousness of God demands that God be gracious to people first, in order to give them the opportunity to respond to the grace of God.  The justice of God demands that God first love His creatures, which means that God must extend His grace to them first and always before judgment.



(c)  If people do not respond to grace, then justice must administer what righteousness demands, whether judgment, discipline, or punishment.



(d)  We are always to be gracious to people first in every situation in life.  As we do so we become strong in the application of grace as a principle in our life.  This is grace orientation to life.


c.  Therefore, we execute this command to become strong in grace by learning God’s grace system of thinking and then executing that grace system of thinking in our daily interaction with others and situations in life.

d.  This system of thinking and action was the thinking and action of our Lord Jesus Christ during his First Advent.


(1)  The humanity of our Lord grew in grace, Lk 2:52, “And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in grace [CHARIS] with God and men.”


(2)  He dwelt with the woman caught in adultery in grace.


(3)  He dwelt with the Pharisees in grace.



(4)  He dwelt with the prostitutes and tax collectors in grace.



(5)  He dwelt with Judas Iscariot in grace.



(6)  He dwelt with His disciples in grace.



(7)  He dwelt with the nation of Israel in grace.


e.  Our Lord designed and tested a system of thinking and living by grace, which has been passed on to the royal family of God through the teaching of the canon of the New Testament.


f.  The sphere of the grace which is in Christ Jesus includes the following categories of grace:



(1)  Antecedent grace.



(2)  Common grace.



(3)  Efficacious grace.



(4)  Saving grace.



(5)  Logistical grace.



(6)  Living grace.



(6)  Greater grace.



(7)  Dying grace.



(8)  Resurrection grace.


g.  Becoming strong in grace means learning Bible doctrine and then obeying that doctrine or executing the will of God found within that doctrine.

h.  We become strong be means of the filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine circulating in our soul, our thinking, and our human spirit.


i.  We become strong by depending totally upon the grace provision of God, 2 Cor 12:9-10, “And then He said to me for my benefit, ‘My grace has been and still is sufficient for you; for My power has been and still is being accomplished [performed, carried out, fulfilled] in the status of weakness.’  Most gladly, therefore, I will instead take pride in my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may reside in me.  Therefore, I take delight in weaknesses, in insults, in pressures, in persecutions and difficult circumstances because of Christ; for when I am weak, then I am strong.”

j.  This was the doctrine Timothy needed in order to deal with his circumstances in Ephesus.  Paul was able to give him the perfect doctrinal answer based upon what he himself had learned from the Lord under similar circumstances.
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