2 Timothy 1:8



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” with the negative MĒ, meaning “not” and the second person singular aorist deponent passive subjunctive from the verb EPAISCHUNOMAI, which means “to experience a painful feeling or sense of loss of status because of some particular event or activity, be ashamed; 2 Tim 1:8, 12, 16; of the gospel Rom 1:16; 6:21.”


The aorist subjunctive with the negative MĒ forbids the beginning of an action.

The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist, which places a slight emphasis on the beginning of the action.  It is found in verbs whose root convey the idea of a state or condition, and indicates entrance into that state or condition.  Therefore, Paul is ordering Timothy to not even enter into the state or condition of being ashamed of the testimony about the Lord or about Paul being imprisoned because of his continued missionary activity.


The deponent passive is passive in form but active in meaning, Timothy being commanded to not even begin to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is an imperative subjunctive, in which the aorist tense with the negative was used in place of the imperative mood as a Hellenistic Greek idiom, which worked its way into the Koine Greek.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun MARTURION, which means “testimony” or a formal declaration or witness to some fact, acknowledging it to be true.  With this we have the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, which means “with reference to, about, or concerning the Lord.”  With this we also have the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”
“Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony with reference to our Lord,”
- is the coordinating negative conjunction MĒDE, meaning “nor,” when used in combination with a previous negative.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “me” and referring to Paul.  This is followed by the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun DESMIOS with the possessive genitive of the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person singular personal pronoun AUTOS, which means “His prisoner.”
“nor me His prisoner,”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb SUGKAKOPATHEW, which means “suffer together with someone; suffer hardship with (me) as a good soldier 2 Tim 2:3; join with (me, the apostle in prison) in suffering for the gospel 1:8.”
  This is the combination of the preposition SUN, meaning “with,” KAKOS, meaning “evil,” and PATHEW, meaning “to suffer.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which presents the action in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Timothy is expected to produce the action of joining Paul in suffering evil.

The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.
This is followed by the dative of reference from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, which means “with reference to the gospel.”  Finally, we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference or respect from the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS, meaning “according to or in accordance with the power.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of belonging to God. 
“but join with me in suffering evil with reference to the gospel according to the power of God,”
2 Tim 1:8 corrected translation
“Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony with reference to our Lord, nor me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering evil with reference to the gospel according to the power of God,”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony with reference to our Lord,”

a.  Paul now comes to a logical conclusion based upon his previous statements.  He commands Timothy to not even begin to be ashamed of the gospel message, that is, the testimony about the Lord Jesus Christ.


(1)  The Lord Jesus Christ is no one to be ashamed of.  To be ashamed of the person and work of Christ is sin, evil, wrongdoing, and worthy of the punishment of death.


(2)  No believer has the right to be ashamed of our Lord or His message of salvation.


b.  Christ has never done anything wrong that we should be ashamed of Him.  The Jews were ashamed to have Him as their Messiah, which is why their punishment is so severe and why they are persecuted so relentlessly.

c.  The message of salvation through faith alone in Christ alone is nothing of which to be ashamed.


d.  No one should ever be ashamed of being a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is especially wrong for any communicator of God’s Word to be ashamed of the content of that message.


e.  Timothy was in danger of falling into a trap into which others before him had fallen.  The trap was that people said and believed that Jesus Christ died as a criminal on a cross as an enemy of Rome.  Therefore, all those who associated themselves with Christ were also criminals who deserved to die on a cross as enemies of Rome.  Timothy was afraid this was happening to Paul and saw himself being associated with the apostle and suffering the same fate and judgment.  It was not that Timothy was necessarily afraid of dying, but he was afraid of being disgraced as a common criminal and traitor against Rome.


f.  Now that Paul had been arrested, Timothy was in danger of being afraid that he would be publicly ridiculed for proclaiming the gospel.  Paul wants to head this fear off and stop it before it ever has a chance to get started.

2.  “nor me His prisoner,”

a.  Another danger to Timothy was that he might be ashamed because Paul had been arrested a second time and now would be considered no better than a common criminal and enemy of Rome.


b.  Timothy had spent his whole life in association with Paul, and therefore, people would consider him to be a co-conspirator with Paul against Rome.  He might be ridiculed, judged, slandered, and maligned.  Paul knew this was going to happen, especially from the false teachers in and around Ephesus, as well as from the Judaizers, who would now turn their attention to Timothy with Paul out of the way.

c.  Paul had done nothing of which Timothy needed to be ashamed.  The fact Paul was a prisoner because of His faith in Christ and proclamation of the message of Christ was nothing of which to be ashamed.


d.  Shame is normally associated with guilt.  Paul wasn’t guilty, nor feeling any guilt because he had been arrested again.  Timothy should feel no guilt for being associated with Paul.


e.  Paul had been a slave of the Lord Jesus Christ, and now he was the prisoner of Christ.  Paul was in a position of honor, being arrested and imprisoned for his faith in Christ.  His attitude now was no different than the attitude he had in the Philippian jail at the beginning of his ministry.  Acts 16:25, “But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.”
3.  “but join with me in suffering evil with reference to the gospel according to the power of God,

a.  In contrast to being ashamed Paul has a positive mental attitude and purpose for Timothy under these circumstances of undeserved suffering.  Paul asks Timothy to join him in a course of action.  He requests Timothy join him in suffering evil and unjust treatment.

b.  Paul invites Timothy to suffer along with him, just as we share in the sufferings of Christ as a part of positional truth.  We die and are buried with Christ in retroactive positional truth.  We suffer the evil of our Lord’s unjust treatment positionally by being in union with Him.


c.  Believers are generally hated by the world, and therefore, will suffer unjustly because of that hatred.



(1)  Jn 15:18-19, “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.



(2)  1 Jn 3:13, “Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you.”

d.  The sphere of suffering from the evil of unjust treatment refers to the message of the gospel.  This has nothing to do with the law of volitional responsibility or suffering divine discipline because of sin.  These things are deserved.


e.  Paul is not inviting Timothy to join him in suffering because of sin or bad decisions from his sin nature, but because of his love for God, his love of the word of God, and his willingness to proclaim and teach the word of God to others.


f.  The final prepositional phrase explains how a believer is able to cope with the undeserved suffering of evil and the unfair treatment by the world.  He or she can only do so by the power of God.  The standard for handling evil is the power of God.  The power of God for the believer is found in two options:



(1)  The filling of God the Holy Spirit, and 



(2)  Bible doctrine circulating in the soul or stream of conscious thoughts.

g.  These two power options are the standard by which all Church Age believers join Paul in dealing with unjust and evil treatment.  These are the same two options used by our Lord to handle the evil, unfair treatment of being punished on a cross.  These are the same two options used by our Lord to handle the judgment of every human sin.


h.  The power provided by God is the only way for Timothy to keep teaching doctrine in the face of all the unjust, unfair, and evil treatment he will receive from those who hated Paul.  For these men will no longer have Paul to attack and will turn their attack on Timothy.  Paul is preparing Timothy for that attack.
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