2 Timothy 1:7



- is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For or Because.”  With this we have the strong negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which places slight emphasis on the results of a completed action and is translated by the use of the auxiliary verb “has.”

The active voice indicates that God (the Holy Spirit) produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “to us.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “God” and refers to God the Holy Spirit, our mentor and teacher.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “spirit” and referring to a “spiritual state, state of mind, disposition as in: ‘with love and a gentle spirit’ 1 Cor 4:21; cf. Gal 6:1; Eph 4:23 (s. νοῦς 2a); a quiet disposition 1 Pet 3:4;”
 and as in Rom 8:15, “For you have not received a spirit of slavery.”  With this we have a descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun DEILIA, which means “of in the sense: characterized by or described by cowardice.”
“For God has not given to us a state of mind of cowardice”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS, meaning “of power” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ, meaning “unconditional virtue-love” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun SUPHRONISMOS, meaning “exercise of prudence, moderation, self-discipline, or prudence.”

“but of power and unconditional virtue-love and self-discipline.”
2 Tim 1:7 corrected translation
“For God has not given to us a state of mind of cowardice but of power and virtue-love and self-discipline.”
Explanation:
1.  “For God has not given to us a state of mind of cowardice”

a.  Paul continues with a further explanation of why the pastor-teacher must rekindle his spiritual gift through the self-motivation of personal love for God.

b.  The pastor must rekindle his spiritual gift because God has not given us a state of mind of cowardice.

c.  The word “us” does not refer specifically to all believers in the Church Age, but in this context to those with spiritual communication gifts.  Part of that gift is the ability to stand in front of a group of people and declare God’s word without fear or cowardice.  Not all believers can do this.  Not all believers are given this ability.  Some Christians remain shy all of their lives and could never bring themselves to speak in front of a group of people.


d.  However, the general principle here applies to all Church Age believers.  God the Holy Spirit has certainly not given any believer a human spirit full of fear and cowardice.  The Holy Spirit does not teach us to be afraid, but to have the power to say ‘no’ to the sin nature, the virtue-love to treat other people with respect, kindness, and thoughtfulness, and the self-discipline to keep on doing these things on a daily basis throughout our spiritual life.


e.  If God does not give the believer a state of mind of cowardice, then where does it come from?



(1)  For the unbeliever, cowardice comes from demon influence.  Fear is one of the means by which the unbeliever is controlled by Satan.



(2)  For the believer, cowardice comes from the sin nature as a function of self-induced misery and from demon influence for those involved in perpetual carnality and influenced by Satan’s systems of thinking.


f.  Did Timothy have a problem of cowardice?  Apparently so.  Otherwise what would be the point in Paul mentioning this?


g.  Timothy was intimidated by someone or some group in the congregation, or by the attacks of false teachers outside the congregation.  The issue is not who was intimidating him, but the fact he was reacting to it in fear and cowardice.


h.  Timothy had become afraid to dogmatically teach the word of God.  He had become more concerned about what some people inside or outside the congregation thought about his teaching than what God thought.  Timothy had not always been this way, which is why Paul tells him to rekindle the fire and passion he once had for proclaiming God’s word fearlessly and dogmatically.

i.  Timothy had a tendency or a trend to give into fear, worry, anxiety, and depression.  Faced with Paul’s arrest and second imprisonment, and being almost certain of the inevitable outcome, Timothy may have fallen into a temporary depression that developed into worry and then cowardice.  Timothy was probably afraid of being arrested and imprisoned himself, since he was a well-known companion of Paul and also public teacher of the word of God.


j.  Therefore, Timothy’s temporary cowardice had to be stopped and controlled.  The only thing that would do that would be Paul’s teaching of the word of God and Timothy’s belief in what was taught.  Therefore, Paul now declares the principle upon which Timothy must learn, believe, and concentrate.
2.  “but of power and unconditional virtue-love and self-discipline.”

a.  God has given the pastor-teacher a spiritual gift that is characterized by power, virtue-love, and self-discipline.

b.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher is characterized by power.


(1)  The pastor-teacher has two great powers available to him in the execution of the spiritual life.  He has the power of the filling of God the Holy Spirit, who was given to him at salvation, and is available as long as he is in fellowship with God.  He has the power of Bible doctrine in the soul, the power of the word of God.



(2)  God gives the pastor a state of mind characterized by power.  The powerful state of mind is reflected in his thoughts, his speech, and his actions.


(3)  Timothy’s powerful state of mind must be reflected in his willingness to proclaim the word of God without fear of reprisal from the Jews, the local citizens of Ephesus, or the Roman government.



(4)  Timothy’s powerful state of mind must be reflected in his willingness and ability to refute every point of false teaching by incipient Gnosticism and all the pagan mystery cults.



(5)  Timothy’s powerful state of mind will be reflected in his ability to recall and make accurate application of the Bible doctrine he has learned.  The state of mind characterized by power is not reliance on human power or ability, but absolute confidence in divine power and ability.


c.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher is characterized by virtue-love.



(1)  The pastor has learned that there is no partiality with God.  He applies this principle to those both inside and outside his congregation.


(2)  The pastor has learned that God expects personal love toward Himself and an unconditional virtuous love toward all others.  The pastor applies this principle to those both inside and outside his congregation.



(3)  The pastor has learned that God expects honor, integrity, and virtue in all that he thinks, says, and does.  The pastor applies this principle to himself.



(4)  The pastor has learned that God expects him to love the Lord His God with all his heart, all his soul, all his mind, and all his strength, and the pastor applies this to himself.



(5)  The pastor has learned that God expects him to love his neighbor as he loves himself, and he applies this principle to himself.



(6)  Therefore, instead of cowardice, the pastor’s mental attitude is one of total confidence in God and respect for God’s will, even if that places him in a dangerous situation.


(7)  Instead of cowardice, the pastor’s attitude is obligation as previously taught by Paul in Rom 1:14-16, “Not only to the civilized but also to the uncivilized, not only to the wise but also to the unintelligent I am under obligation; hence, my eagerness (readiness, willingness) to proclaim the gospel also to you who are in Rome.  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the purpose of salvation for all those who believe, not only to the Jew first but also to the Gentile.”
 
d.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher is characterized by self-discipline.



(1)  Cowardice has no self-discipline.  Cowardice is preoccupied with self-preservation.


(2)  The pastor does not a have a spiritual gift characterized by self-preservation, but a spiritual gift characterized by the discipline of self to study the word of God as God intended.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher gives the believer the ability to be disciplined to study the word of God.



(3)  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher gives the believer the discipline to faithfully and consistently teach the word of God.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher gives the believer the self-discipline to teach what God wants taught rather than what the man with the gift wants to teach.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher gives the communicator of God’s word the discipline to stand and deliver God’s complete message to anyone who will listen without fear, without worry, without anxiety, and certainly without concern for one’s own personal welfare.


(4)  A part of self-discipline is freedom from cowardice or worry about what might happen to oneself.  When Timothy got out of fellowship with God through depression and worry, his spiritual gift stopped functioning and he became a temporary coward.  This cowardice would not last and is immediately overcome through the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.


e.  These same characteristics are available to the Church Age believer without the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher through the inculcation and application of Bible doctrine.



(1)  God expects and demands that all believers have the two power options of the filling of the Spirit and doctrine in the soul.



(2)  God expects and demands that all believers have unconditional virtue-love as a problem solving device.



(3)  God expects and demands that all believers be self-disciplined and fearless.
� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 833). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 987). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
4

