2 Timothy 1:3



- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, which means “grace.”  With this we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “I have.”

The present tense is a durative-progressive and descriptive present for an action that began in the past and currently continues to occur in Paul’s life.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of having grace.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”  This expression is an idiom of “response to generosity or beneficence, meaning to be grateful to someone Lk 17:9; 2 Tim 1:3; 1 Tim 1:12.”

“I keep on being grateful to God,”
- is the dative of direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom” and referring to “God” just mentioned in the previous phrase in the dative.  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LATREUW, which usually takes the dative of direct object of the person to whom the action of service is performed.  The verb means “to serve.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and has continued to go on throughout Paul’s spiritual life.

The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality that Paul serves the Lord by studying and teaching the word of God.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of cause, meaning “because of, on account of, as a result of, for” from the masculine plural adjective PROGONOS, which means ‘because of my ancestors’ [which is an idiom] meaning: as my ancestors did 2 Tim 1:3.”
  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine singular adjective KATHAROS, which means “pure, clean” and in Modern English we say “a clear conscience.”  With this we have the feminine singular noun SUNEIDĒSIS, which means “conscience.”
“whom I am serving with a pure conscience as my ancestors did,”
- is the causal or result use of the conjunction HWS, meaning: “because or with the result that.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective ADIALEIPTOS, which means “unceasing, constant Rom 9:2; 2 Tim 1:3.”
  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a current fact or reality without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of having or possessing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun MNEIA, which means “remembrance, memory.”  With this we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “concerning or about you.”
“because I keep on having a constant memory concerning you”
 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural article and noun DEĒSIS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in my prayers.”  Finally, we have the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular nouns NUX, meaning “night” and the noun HĒMERA, meaning “day” again connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
“in my prayers night and day,”
2 Tim 1:3 corrected translation
“I keep on being grateful to God, whom I am serving with a pure conscience as my ancestors did, because I keep on having a constant memory concerning you in my prayers night and day,”
Explanation:
1.  “I keep on being grateful to God,”

a.  Paul begins his letter to Timothy with a very personal statement about his own great affection for Timothy.

b.  He has been grateful to God in the past because of Timothy and he continues to be grateful because of Timothy.  Paul has a genuine gratitude to God because God is the ultimate source all Paul’s blessings, and Timothy was one of the greatest blessings of his life.  Genuine gratitude recognizes the blessings from God and is grateful for those blessings.  Arrogance recognizes nothing from the love of God and is thankful for nothing.


c.  Paul kept on being thankful because he kept on remembering what God had provided for him in his spiritual life and in his ministry of service, especially the help and service of Timothy.

e.  Paul made it a habit of being grateful to God, because gratitude made prayer a habit.  Thankfulness and gratitude to God should be a daily part of our prayer life.  Not only are we commanded to be thankful to God, but it is the right thing to do.


f.  There are two important questions of application for us.


(1)  Have we ever been grateful for the service and ministry of someone else?



(2)  Have we ever thanked God for that person?  Have we done so constantly?

2.  “whom I am serving with a pure conscience as my ancestors did,”

a.  Paul interrupts his statement with a side note.  Paul continues to serve God with a clear and pure conscience as he has done in the past.

b.  He continues to serve as other communicators of doctrine before him have done.  Paul says this because he expects Timothy to make the application of continuing to serve in the ministry as Paul has done before him.  Paul is linking the doctrinal teachers of the past with himself and himself with Timothy and the future.


c.  Paul keeps on serving with a pure conscience, because he keeps on accurately and faithfully communicating the word of God as God intended.  Serving with a pure conscience means being faithful in studying rather than being lazy and distracted by other things.  Serving with a pure conscience means being accurate in studying, doing our very best to understand the will, purpose, and plan of God.  Serving with a pure conscience means being faithful in teaching on a consistent basis regardless of the positive or negative volition encountered in the congregation.


d.  Paul’s ancestors are not his physical relatives but his spiritual relatives.  His spiritual ancestors, who kept on serving with a pure conscience, were such men as: Moses, Samuel, Isaiah, Daniel, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel.
3.  “because I keep on having a constant memory concerning you”

a.  Taking out Paul’s short digression, we have the following sentence: I keep on being grateful to God because I keep on having a constant memory concerning you.  Paul kept on being grateful because he kept on remembering Timothy.

b.  Timothy’s faithfulness, trustworthiness, hard work, willingness, positive volition, honor, integrity, and virtue all produced a fragrance of memory in the soul of Paul.  Paul could not help but think about someone who had meant so much to him, done so much with him, and always been at his side to help.


c.  Paul couldn’t forget Timothy.  Prosperity didn’t make him forget him; adversity didn’t cause him to forget Timothy.  Paul couldn’t remember Timothy without being thankful in his soul for him and expressing that thanks to God.  This is one of the greatest testimonies one believer could ever have for another believer.

4.  “in my prayers night and day,”

a.  Paul made a similar statement in 1 Tim 5:5, “the real widow…persists in petitions and intercessions night and day.”  Prayer to God should be not only a daily thing, but something to begin and end the day with.

b.  The two best times of the day to pray are the quiet times at the beginning and end of the day, when our thoughts are not interrupted or distracted by the affairs of this world.


c.  The point Paul is making here is that he prayed more than once a day, and whenever he did pray, he remembered his best friend and fellow-communicator of doctrine in prayer.


d.  This prepositional phrase also introduces the concept of prevailing prayer.



(1)  Prevailing prayer is a unique power given to the Church Age believer.



(2)  Prevailing prayer means that our persistence in prayer has prevailing results.


(3)  God the Father will never ignore the persistent requests of a member of the royal family in fellowship with Him and obedient to Him.


(4)  Prevailing prayer is the power to help others by asking for God’s intervention on their behalf and for their benefit.  This is not asking for God to coerce or change their volition, but to provide for them the things they need to handle the problems they face.



(5)  Prevailing prayer is the power of divine assistance in time of danger, underserved suffering, and extreme need.



(6)  Prevailing prayer is the prevailing glorification of God by total dependence on His help and provision for self and others.



(7)  Prevailing prayer is our persistence in seeking the grace of God, requesting that it function on behalf of self or others.



(8)  Harmonious rapport with God gives us confidence to come before the throne of grace consistently, persistently, and prevail in our requests.


(9)  We prevail in prayer because of who and what God is and our confidence in His love, and not because of anything we have done or are doing.
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