2 Timothy 1:15



- is the second person singular perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know, understand” but also “to remember, recollect, recall, be aware of 1 Cor 1:16.”
  Here Paul is reminding Timothy of something of which he is already very much aware.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect for an action that began in the past, but emphasizes the current state or condition that has resulted.


The active voice indicates that Timothy produces the action of knowing, being aware of something.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality and fact that Timothy is already aware of what Paul is about to say.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”
“You are aware of this,”
- is the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “that” and is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that mental activity.  Then we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb APOSTREPHW, which means “(1) generally to turn something away from something, turn away, =be unwilling to listen to the truth 2 Tim 4:4; (2) to cause change in belief or behavior, (figurative use of meaning 1); it is used in a negative sense meaning to mislead; (3) turn away from by rejecting, reject, repudiate 2 Tim 1:15; Mt 5:42; Heb 12:25; Tit 1:14.”
  The third meaning is its use here.

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of an entire, completed action.

The passive voice indicates that Paul received the action of being rejected and repudiated.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “me” and referring to Paul.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all” with the nominative subject from the masculine plural article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “all those.”  The participle is deliberately omitted because it was so apparent and well understood that it was no longer necessary to be expressed.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and the proper noun ASIA, meaning “in Asia” and referring to the Roman province of Asia (now known as Turkey).
“that all those in Asia have rejected me,”
- is the partitive ablative from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “among whom.”  If a word in the ablative indicates the whole of which the word it modifies is a part, it is a partitive ablative (as in Rom 15:26, “among the saints”).  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Phygelus and Hermogenes are two of the key people in the Roman Province of Asia that have rejected the apostle Paul and his teaching.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper names PHUGELOS with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular proper noun HERMOGENĒS.

“among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes.”
2 Tim 1:15 corrected translation
“You are aware of this, that all those in Asia have rejected me, among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes.”
Explanation:
1.  “You are aware of this, that”

a.  Paul continues with a transition to another topic of a more personal nature.  He discusses the affect of his arrest and trial on others that Timothy knows from the churches in and around Ephesus.  Word had probably already come back to Timothy from those who had deserted Paul in Rome that things had not gone well and Paul had been sentenced to death.

b.  Widespread fear would have circulated among the Christian community, believing there would be a wider roundup of Christians along with the leaders of the movement.   Therefore, all of Paul’s friends and associates from the Roman Province of Asia, who were supporting Paul in Rome prior to and during his trial, have now fled for their lives and returned to Asia.


c.  Someone would have certainly gone straight to Timothy with the news.  So what Paul is about to say does not come as a shock to Timothy.


d.  Paul uses his own situation as an example of what Timothy can expect in the future with regard to the negative volition of others.

2.  “all those in Asia have rejected [and repudiated] me,”

a.  The subject of this verse (all those in Asia) certainly refers to believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, who were originally or still are residents of the Roman Province of Asia.

b.  The debate has been whether or not Paul is referring to believers from Asia, who are still in Asia and have never left Asia, and yet have rejected both his person and his teaching.  This is highly doubtful, since:


(1)  There is no other evidence in any of Paul’s writings, in Acts, or in extra-biblical literature to support such a claim.  Had every single Christian of the thousands of Christians in Asia that Paul had evangelized and taught for twenty-five years rejected him, it would have been certainly reported as a major event by one of the Church Fathers.



(2)  All the mature believers would have never turned away from and rejected Paul, since he had done nothing wrong and they would not judge him and reject him.

c.  Therefore, this must refer to Christians from Asia, who were staying with Paul and supporting him prior to and during his second Roman imprisonment, thinking that he would be freed.  His guilty verdict and death sentence probably came as a total shock to them.

d.  The two views are explained in ISBE, “It is not clear when or where the defection of these Asiatic Christians from the apostle took place, whether it was at Rome at the time of Paul’s second imprisonment there, and especially on the occasion of his being brought before the emperor’s supreme court to be tried on a charge now involving the death penalty, or whether it was at some previous time in Ephesus.  …there is no evidence that there ever was a time when “all who are in Asia” turned away from obedience to Paul.  Whatever may have been the disloyalty and disobedience of individuals (and this certainly existed, see, e.g., Acts 20:29-30), the NT does not show that all who were in Asia — the Christian community as a whole in Ephesus, Miletus, Laodicea, Hierapolis, Colossae, and other places — repudiated his apostolic authority.  If these words refer to all the Christians from the province of Asia who happened to be in Rome at the time of Paul’s second imprisonment there, it can easily be understood that they should turn away from him at that testing time.  It is impossible to say exactly what form their desertion of the apostle assumed.  Their turning away would likely be caused by fear that they might be involved in the same imprisonment as had overtaken him, and probably also in the same death penalty.  It is altogether in favor of a reference to Rome that what is said about Phygelus and Hermogenes is immediately followed by a reference to the great kindness shown by Onesiphorus in diligently seeking out the apostle in Rome.  On the whole, therefore, a reference to Asians who had accompanied Paul to Rome and then deserted him seems most probable.”


e.  Fear results in the problem of self-preservation.



(1)  Self-preservation is the unwillingness to sacrifice oneself in support of another person or group of people.  Self-preservation is pre-occupation with self in a time of crisis and panic.



(2)  When fear and panic take over, people will do anything to preserve their own miserable hides, regardless of the cost to others.



(3)  There is no need for self-preservation, since only God can truly preserve us in danger.  Self-preservation, therefore, becomes a function of the arrogance skills.


f.  The believers from Asia went into the fear-panic-hysteria state.  They couldn’t get far enough away from Paul, nor do it fast enough.  They did exactly to Paul what the disciples of the Lord did to Him, Mk 14:50, “And they all left Him and fled.”

g.  Some of the details of this desertion are further given by Paul at the end of the letter, 2 Tim 4:10-12, “for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.  Only Luke is with me.  Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for service.  At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted against them.”
3.  “among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes.”

a.  These two men are not otherwise known to us.  They are not mentioned elsewhere in the New Testament or outside the New Testament.

b.  These are two pseudo-winner believers, who showed their true colors in time of crisis.


(1)  Some believers pretend to be our supporters as long as things are going well and we are prospering.  Remember Paul had the greatest prosperity of his life between his first and second imprisonments.



(2)  However, when pressure is put on pseudo-supporters, they will turn and run every time.  Pseudo friends are there for the good times, but never there for the bad times.



(3)  Some believers talk the talk and even appear to walk the walk, but the real walk is what you do in crisis.



(4)  Pseudo friends have no capacity for love, support, friendship, or anything else in time of disaster, testing, or crisis.  They can only think of themselves and will turn to self-preservation.

c.  Paul wants Timothy to be aware of these two men.  And by making it a part of the permanent part of Scripture, they are marked for all other believers at that time for the rest of their lives.  There would now be nowhere for them to go that a group of believers would not know that they could not be trusted.


d.  Paul especially wants Timothy to not get caught up himself in trusting them, which means they were probably members of the Ephesian church, who were in Rome supporting Paul as representatives of the Ephesian church.


e.  These men had the availability and opportunity of recovering, but we have no indication that they ever did or did not.  They go down into spiritual history as the permanent record of the word of God as loser believers.  Therefore, we can fairly safely deduce that they remained loser believers and never recovered from their cowardice.

f.  Every pastor must recognize that he will have fair-weather friends in the local church.  There will always be those who support and encourage him when times are good.  But only true friends are there when everything turns to sin, human good, and evil.
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