2 Timothy 1:13
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- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun HUPOTUPWSIS, which means “(1) a pattern as a model: prototype 1 Tim 1:16 (as prime recipient of extraordinary mercy in view of his infamous past, Paul serves as a model for the certainty of availability of mercy to others); (2) as a basis for behavioral comparison: standard 2 Tim 1:13.”
  This is followed by the second person singular present active imperative from the verb ECHW, which means ‘to have’ in the sense “of holding fast to matters of transcendent importance, a figurative use of the verb as in Rev 6:9; 12:17; 19:10; the secret of Christian piety 1 Tim 3:9; an example [standard] of sound teaching 2 Tim 1:13; keep Mk 6:18.”


The present tense is a durative present for a present action that began in the past and should continue in the future.


The active voice indicates that Timothy (and all other pastors) is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the descriptive genitive masculine plural present active participle from the verb HUGIAINW, which means “to be sound or free from error, be correct, used figuratively in the Pastoral Epistles with reference to Christian teaching: 1 Tim 1:10, 6:3; 2 Tim 1:13; 4:3; Tit 1:9, 13; 2:1-2.  Thus, in accord with prevailing usage, Christian teaching is designated as correct instruction, since it is reasonable and appeals to sound intelligence.”


The present tense is static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the standard of doctrine produces the action of always being correct.

The participle is a substantival use of the participle, in which the participle is used as a substantive.  In this case it is used as an adjective modifying the following noun LOGOS.

With this we have the genitive of identity (or description) from the masculine plural noun LOGOS, meaning “of the words” and used as a technical terms for “the teachings, the doctrines” of the Christian faith.
“Hold on to the standard of correct doctrines,”
- is the appositional genitive from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, which means “which” and refers to the ‘sound doctrine’ just mentioned in the genitive case.  This is followed by the preposition PARA plus the ablative of source from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “from me” and referring to Paul.  Then we have the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the past, completed action of all that Timothy has heard Paul teach for the past 20 years.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The active voice indicates that Timothy has produced the action of hearing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“which you have heard from me”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular nouns PISTIS, used in the active sense, meaning “faith, trust, confidence” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ, which means “virtue-love.”  Then we have the appositional locative from the feminine singular article used as a relative pronoun with the ellipsis of the verb EIMI for dramatic affect, meaning “which is.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “in Christ Jesus.”
“in the sphere of faith and virtue-love, which [is] in Christ Jesus.”
2 Tim 1:13 corrected translation
“Hold on to the standard of correct doctrines, which you have heard from me in the sphere of faith and virtue-love, which [is] in Christ Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “Hold on to the standard of correct doctrines,”

a.  Paul continues by giving Timothy a command to keep on believing and teaching the orthodox doctrines which he has learned from Paul.

b.  “To hold” here refers to continuing to believe those things we have learned in the past.


(1)  For a pastor, it means to not discard former doctrines he has learned for some new, exciting “breakthrough.”


(2)  It means teaching those doctrines that were delivered by the Lord to Paul, when he went through his training for three years in Arabia.



(3)  It means teaching those doctrines that Timothy heard taught for the last twenty years.



(4)  It means teaching those doctrines that God the Holy Spirit has continued to make clear to Paul and Timothy throughout their spiritual lives.


c.  More than anything else it means teaching those things contained in the New Testament canon of Scripture.


d.  There is a standard of correct doctrine.  This implies that there are also many false doctrines, such as described by Paul in 1 Tim 4:1.  But notice that the focus of the command is on the positive statement of holding on to, trusting in, believing, having confidence in the standards taught in the correct doctrines of the Church Age.


e.  For example, holding on to the standard of correct doctrine includes:



(1)  Continuing to hold to the standard that salvation is available to anyone who will believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, because Christ died spiritually on the cross as a substitute for not only the sins of the believer, but for the sins of the whole world, 1 Jn 2:2.



(2)  Continuing to hold to the standard that salvation is by faith alone in Christ.  That nothing has to be added to that faith for salvation.  In other words, the standard described in Eph 2:8-9.



(3)  Continuing to hold to the standard that the believer receives a multitude of things at the point of salvation, the most important of which is an eternal relationship with God, which cannot be lost by anything the believer does or fails to do.  This is the correct doctrine of eternal security, as is taught in Jn 10:28, “and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.”


(4)  Continuing to hold to the standard that the believer is filled with the Spirit at the moment of salvation and continues to have fellowship with the Spirit as long as they do not sin and grieve or squelch the Holy Spirit.  But when we do sin, we regain fellowship with God through acknowledgment of our sins to Him.  Eph 4:30; 1 Thes 5:19; 1 Jn 1:9.


f.  There are hundreds of other sound doctrines, contained throughout the New Testament.  For examples of continuing to hold to correct doctrines see all of the notes on the rest of epistles.

g.  All pastor-teachers are commanded by this verse to learn and faithfully teach the doctrines taught by the apostle Paul.  To teach anything beyond the contents of the Holy Scriptures is out of bounds and out of line for the communicator of God’s word.  All other things are the teachings of the cosmic system and have no place in the local church.
2.  “which you have heard from me”

a.  Paul sets the parameters for Timothy’s standard of correct doctrine.  Those parameters are what Timothy has heard Paul teach.  Timothy had heard Paul teach all the things in the gospels; for Luke heard the same things taught by Paul prior to writing his gospel.

b.  Timothy didn’t need to hear Paul teach the last two-thirds of Acts, because Timothy lived those events with Paul.  However, he certainly heard most of the history described at the beginning of Acts from Paul and Barnabas and others.


c.  Timothy heard all of the doctrines taught in all of Paul’s epistles many times during the past twenty years of their work together.


d.  Timothy probably heard all of the doctrines in the letter to the Hebrews, if in fact, Paul worked with others, like Luke, Apollos and Barnabas on the composition of that letter.  Certainly the principles contained in that letter were well known to Paul.


e.  The doctrines found in Peter’s letters were learned by Peter’s reading Paul’s letters and then writing.  Therefore, the doctrines in Peter’s letters were mostly things Timothy had learned from Paul.

f.  The things written in James’ letter were very basic doctrines, but also compatible with Paul’s teachings.

g.  The only New Testament doctrines not known to Timothy were those things yet to be written by John, which would not occur until after Timothy’s death, but would be taught to Timothy personally by John before they were committed to writing.
3.  “in the sphere of faith and virtue-love, which [is] in Christ Jesus.”

a.  The faith, trust, or confidence mentioned here is the faith, trust, and confidence held by both Paul who teaches the doctrine and Timothy who learns the doctrine.


(1)  Both men have the active faith, trust, and confidence that what is being taught to them by God the Holy Spirit as the body of Christian faith is indeed faithful and true.



(2)  They both have confidence in the accuracy of the word of God.



(3)  They both have confidence that what they have learned, what they have been taught and what they are teaching is the inerrant, true, faithful, and accurate word of God.


b.  Paul is reminding and ordering Timothy to remember that the same faith he used in believing the doctrine he has learned is the same faith he must use in applying that doctrine to life.

c.  Timothy learned in the sphere of his own active faith that what Paul was teaching had come directly from God and that Paul was accurately and faithfully representing the Lord Jesus Christ.  Now Paul orders Timothy to use that same system of faith, trust, and confidence in God to believe and teach these same truths faithfully and consistently to others.  The motivation for doing this will be Timothy’s personal love for the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  Timothy’s function of virtue-love will be his unconditional virtue-love toward his congregation, demonstrated by his faithful, objective, honest teaching of God’s word to everyone without prejudice or partiality.

e.  This faith, trust, and confidence in the written word of God is based upon our eternal relationship with the living word of God, Christ Jesus, our Lord.  Our motivation by and function in virtue-love is based upon our relationship with Christ Jesus, our Lord.


f.  Timothy’s motivation for holding to the standard of correct doctrine must be his eternal relationship with Christ.  His love for Christ is the only true motivation for learning, believing, remembering, and teaching the thinking of Christ.


g.  Timothy’s unconditional virtue-love for everyone in his congregation is the true function of his holding to the correct doctrines of the word of God.
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